PETITION TO REQUEST A “NO WAKE ZONE” on Lake Winnipesaukee from the
Lighted Buoy between Pig Island and Lockes Island (Lighted Buoy #53)
extending to the Lighted Buoy located off Belknap Point (#26) and Lot #208
(68 Belknap Point Road), and including all area up to Glendale Public Docks.

Reason for this Request:

The boat traffic in this area has become too dense and too varied in speed for
watercraft to go more than “Wake” speed Safely. The safety concerns due to this
congestion are many. Boats and other watercraft are entering the bay from four
different directions - Coming and going from the Public Docks, Smith Cove, between
Pig Island and Locke’s Island, and Belknap Point. Whereas, the No Wake Zone in
Meredith Bay has boaters only heading in and out of the Town Docks and some
private docks.

Over the years, there has been a huge increase in kayakers, stand-up paddlers, and
jet skis, as well as two sailing classes per day during the week for the Sailing School
coming out from Smith Cove. We have now an addition of loons nesting before the
entrance to Smith Cove. Also, on many weekends, there is a Dive Boat diving at the
wreck that sunk off Belknap Point in Glendale Bay many years ago. There are also
many boaters who are pulling childen behind them at a fairly high rate of speed in
between all the other boaters.

Most boat operators do not observes the 150’ rule, and pass in an unsafe manner
and in many cases, barely 50 feet from other boaters.

Statistics:

The following are an approximation of boats at Marinas/Boat yards and residential
docks that enter/exit through Glendale Bay (500+ boats). This count does not
include kayaks, paddle boards, paddle boats, etc. - only motorized boats.

Fay’s Boat Yard 285 slips and moorings
Glendale Yacht Club 82 slips

Gilford Yacht Club 65 slips

Private Boat docks 85+ boats and jet skis

This count also does not include other island residents who access the public docks
on a regular basis but store their boats elsewhere, as well as boaters who go into
Smith Cove to the gas docks.



The area:

The area of Glendale Bay is 33.7 Acres - less than half the size of Meredith Bay.
The area of Meredith Bay is 75 Acres, where there is already a no-wake zone.
This No Wake Zone is extended quite a ways out in the bay away from the dock
congestion.

The distance between Pig Island and Lockes Island is approximately 565 Feet.
Based on this measurement, only two boats can pass safely according to current
laws. Yet time after time, | see three boats abreast, or a mix of jetski and boats, all
jockeying for position - all going full tilt.

The distance between Light Buoy #26 and Belknap Point, Lot #208 is 615 feet.
This measurement looks larger because the lighted buoy is not a land mass, so it
feels more expansive, but still only large enough for two boats to pass each other at
speed - yet there are many more side by side going in both directions.

(Distances and area measurements courtesy of Capt. Paul Bibeau, USGC (Ret))
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