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PURPOSE:
To reduce the risk of injury to patients and department members while transporting patients in XYZ ambulances.  
SCOPE:
Applies to all department members.   
PROCEDURE:  

1. All patients will be properly secured before transport is started.
2. Properly secured adults will be defined as:
a. One strap over legs
b. One strap over waist/pelvis
c. One strap over chest
d. Two straps over shoulders, buckled into chest strap
e. All straps buckled and tightened as appropriate

3.
Properly secured children will be defined either in the supine position secured directly to the cot or semi-upright position using a child passenger safety seat:



Supine:

a.  
One strap looped over each shoulder & attached to non-sliding cot member.

b. 
One soft, breakaway connector holding shoulder straps together on chest

c.
One strap anchored to non-sliding cot member & routed over thighs, not around waist.

Semi-upright in safety seat:




a.
Use convertible child safety seat with front and rear belt path
b.
Position seat on cot facing foot-end with backrest fully elevated


c.
Secure seat with 2 straps in both the forward & rear positions 
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d.
Place shoulder straps of safety seat through slots just below child’s shoulders

e.
Use rolled towels to maintain position inside seat, if infant.
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