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PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines for the safe use of lights and sirens on department emergency medical vehicles (EMV).
SCOPE:
Applies to all members.
DEFINITION:

PROCEDURE:

All members of the department shall be familiar with and obey the New Hampshire State RSAs that govern the operation of emergency vehicles. 

The department will institute and maintain emergency vehicle operation education programs for all operators of emergency vehicles.
Use of lights and sirens will be monitored and reviewed by the department’s leadership. All emergency motor vehicle related collisions occurring during an emergency response or transport will be formally reviewed.
When utilizing lights and sirens all department vehicles will be operated with due regard for the safety of the vehicle’s occupants and others on the road. Drivers shall exercise discretion during response to ensure the risk created by operating with lights and sirens is warranted by the incident. Use of traffic preemption devices are recommended.  Neighboring jurisdictions are encouraged to share access to preemption device systems.
Response 
The use of lights and sirens should be based upon information available from dispatch. If the dispatch center provides a response determinant based on EMD criteria, the emergency medical vehicle (EMV) shall respond in a mode (lights and sirens or flow of traffic) consistent with the category of the call as provided by the dispatch center and local operating guidelines. Should additional information be received from public safety personnel suggesting that a response no longer merits a lights and sirens mode while the EMV is en route to the scene, the EMV response should be downgraded to non-lights and sirens mode. Similarly, should additional information be received from public safety personnel suggesting that a non lights and sirens response merits a lights and sirens mode while the EMV is en route to the scene, the response should be upgraded to a lights and sirens mode.

Patient Transport
The highest level certified/licensed EMS provider responsible for the patient’s care will advise the driver of the appropriate mode of transportation based upon the medical condition of the patient.
When transporting the patient utilizing lights and sirens, the need for immediate medical intervention should be beyond the capabilities of the ambulance crew using available supplies and equipment and be documented on the patient care report.
The mode of transport for interfacility transfers should be based upon the directions of the referring physician and based on the condition of the patient unless the patient’s condition has deteriorated en route.  Ideally, transport mode for interfacility transfers should be in consultation and agreement by the transporting EMS crew.
Exceptions to these policies can be made under extraordinary circumstances.


