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NH Fire Standards and Training Commission 
 
MEETING MINUTES   (Approved) 
 

January 3, 2019 
9:30AM 
Richard M. Flynn Fire Academy, Classrooms 5 & 6, Dormitory 
98 Smokey Bear Boulevard 
Concord, NH  03301 
 
FST Commission members present: 
Jeremy Thibeault (Chair), Richard Bailey, Alan Clark, Andre Parent, J. Michael Joyal, Peter Lennon, 
Paul Parisi, Steven Sherman, Ashley Frame, Kerry LeBlanc, Nancy Smith (11) 
 
FST Commission member not present: 
Robert Buxton (Vice Chair), William Campbell, Justin Cutting and Kevin Pratt  (4) 
 
 
Division of Fire Standards and Training & EMS Staff: 
Director Deborah Pendergast, Assistant Director Jeffrey Phillips, (2)   
 
Guests:   
None (0) 
 
Instructor Emeritus Honorees: 
None (0) 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
Item 1.  The meeting was called to order at 9:42AM,   
 
Item 2.  Membership update – All memberships are on track. 
 
II. REPORTS 
Item 1.  No questions on any reports.  It was stated the financial and curriculum reports would 
be sent out after the meeting. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made (Smith/Bailey) - to approve the minutes for the November 8, 2018 
meeting; passed with an abstentions from Commissioner Frame and LeBlanc. 
 

IV. SUB-COMMITTEES 
Item 1.  Administrative Rules Sub-Committee 
Commissioner Smith stated they will be scheduling a meeting at the end of January (Members:  
Commissioners Smith, Buxton, Joyal, and Cutting) 
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Item 2.  Curriculum Review Sub-Committee  
No report.   
 
Item 3.  Nominating Sub-Committee:  Commissioner Sherman said the Committee has brought 
forward the names of Commissioner Thibeault for Chair and Commissioner Buxton for Vice 
Chair. 
A motion was made (Sherman, Seconded by Lennon) - to elect Commissioner Thibeault as 
Chair and Commissioner Buxton as Vice-Chair.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 4. Visiting Committee List 
 

Visiting Committee Liaisons 
NFPA # PROGRAM NAME 
NFPA 472 Haz Mat Robert Buxton 
NFPA 1001 Fire Fighter Thibeault/Buxton 
NFPA 1002 Driver/Operator Andre Parent 
NFPA 1006 Technical Rescue Jeremy Thibeault 
NFPA 1021 Fire Officer Allan Clark 
NFPA 1030 Series Inspector/Investigator/Public Ed. Peter Lennon 
NFPA 1041 Instructor Justin Cutting 
NFPA 1051 Wildland Firefighter Steven Sherman 

 
Visiting Committee updates: 

• Hazmat: Decontamination comment period is current open 
• Hazmat Tech:  1st meeting in March 
• Inspector II:  Public Hearings and comment period open 
• DO: Nothing at this time 
• Fire Office III/IV: Stalled  
• Technical Rescue:  Nothing 
• Firefighter:  Initial meeting needs to be setup 

o Cancer Awareness sub-committee 
 
V. OLD BUSINESS 
Item 1.  PFAS update 
Vendor has submitted their plan to NHDES and is awaiting approval 
 
Item 2.  SAMHSA grant update 

• Five applications have been completed and approved.  They are moving forward for 
Governor and Council approval 

 
 
 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
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Item 1.  Cancer Legislation:  Working group has been established on developing information for 
departments about the cancer legislation.  Additionally, staff has met with Russ Osgood about 
updating the information in the online course. 
 
Item 2.  Fire Department Roster Rule:  Gave an update on the status of the roster project.  
Suggestions were talked about for changes in the further.  Additionally, staff was asked to come 
up with any recommendations before the next survey. 

o New information needed 
o Clarification of existing information 
o Firefighters or all individuals to include support staff 

• Commissioner Frame offered to provide possible suggestions about data collection 
 
 

VII. GOOD OF THE ORDER 
Item 1.  2019 FST Commission meeting schedule: 

• Question was brought up on if the schedule could be change with 48 hours of 
notice.  Meeting dates, times and locations can be change with proper notice and 
announcement. 

•  
Item 2.  RSA 15-A forms:  Reminder that all Commissioners need to submit this document 
 
Item 3.  PFAs, notification that DES has just recently established new standards for drinking 
water 
 
Item 4:  Other items of interest 

• Legislative update of any fire service or FST Commission 
o April 11, 2019 budget cross over 

• Next meeting information about funding for the Division 
o Input of the Governor’s office was to take the FMO off the Fire/EMS fund and 

move it to the General fund. 
• Meeting with Criminal Justice and Finance 

o February ideal timeframe 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
Item 1.  Motion to adjourn regular meeting 
A motion was made (Joyal/Buxton) – to adjourn the meeting; passed unanimously. 
 
Notes prepared by Assistant Director Phillips 
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NH Emergency Medical and Trauma Services Coordinating Board 
 
MEETING MINUTES (Not Approved) 
 


November 15, 2018 
1:00PM 
Richard M. Flynn Fire Academy 
Classrooms 5 & 6, Dormitory  
98 Smokey Bear Blvd., Concord, NH  03301 
 
NOTE:  “Action items” are in bold red. 
 
Members present: 
Grant Turpin (Chair), Susanna Ayers, Susan Barnard, Jeanne Erickson, Eric Jaeger, Don Johnson, 
Chad Miller, Joshua Morrison, Michael Newhall, Richard O’Brien, Clay Odell, Greg Placy, Scott 
Schuler, David Tauber, and Jeremy Thibeault (15)   QUORUM = 12 
 
Members absent: 
Mike Harnois, Frank Hubbell, Lukas Kolm, Kristen Krauss, Jeremy LaPlante, Lisa Patterson, and 
Matthew Petrin  (7) 
 
NH FST&EMS Staff: 
Director Deborah Pendergast, Assistant Director Jeffrey Phillips, Chief of Strategy and Planning 
Nick Mercuri, Bureau Chief Justin Romanello; Captains: Kathy Higgins-Doolan, Vicki Blanchard, 
and Chip Cooper; Joanne Lahaie, Rachel Horr, and June Connor (minutes)  (10) 
 
Guests: 
John Chisholm, Steve Erickson, John Hall, Fred Heinrich, Aaron McIntire, Anna Sessa, Brian 
Nicholson, Craig Clough, and Doug Devine  (9) 
 
I. Call to Order  
Item 1.  Welcome – Chair Grant Turpin called the meeting to order at 1:00PM. 
 
Item 2.  Introductions were made, and Eric Jaeger informed the group that he could only stay for 
a half hour; the quorum was not affected. 
 
Item 3.  Membership 
• 1 expired term:  Lukas Kolm  
• Don Johnson’s term expires on January 19, 2019.  June Connor will assist with the re-


nomination process. 
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II. Approval of the minutes 
A motion was made (Erickson/Barnard) – to approve the minutes, as corrected, from the 
September 20, 2018 CB meeting; passed unanimously. 


 
III. Division / BEMS Reports 
Item 1.  Division and BEMS  


Bureau Chief Justin Romanello reported: 
• EMS Rule changes:  4 public hearings were held; attendance was low.  Some comments 


were emailed.  After meeting with attorneys and determining that there will be no 
substantive changes, the rules will then go to the Coordinating Board for approval.  
These rules will be a foundation for future needed changes. 


• Protocols public hearing:  No one attended; these will move on the CB this afternoon, 
November 15, 2018. 


• NHTSA report:  The final report was submitted.  BC Romanello will make available 
a summary of the report within the next 2 months.  This report, combined with 
information gleaned from the ACS 2016 assessment and all of the town hall meetings 
that were held in 2017 will drive future plans for the Bureau of EMS, the Division, and the 
EMS system in NH as a whole for the next 5 – 10 years. 


• Bureau of EMS re-organization:  The 16 existing positions have been adapted to meet 
current needs; at this time, there is no budget for additional positions. 
o New sections of the BEMS:  Special Projects (Liza Burrill) and Educational Delivery.  


The Bureau will be augmenting training in the state, with a focus on initial programs, 
standardized programs (TCCC, TECC, ALS), and continuing education.  
Teleconferencing will be utilized to reach as many people as possible in the state; 
facilitators will be needed at each site. 


o An announcement was put out that instructors with EMS backgrounds were needed; 
please contact BC Romanello if you know of anyone that meets these 
requirements. 


o Link to updated staff directory: 
https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/fstems/staffdirectory.html 


o It will take at least 6 months to prepare for this new direction. 
• EMS Bulletins:  These will start on January 1, 2019 as a way of disseminating information 


about what is going on in the Division. 
• DERMIS:  The User Management contract is finally moving forward, and the new system 


should get going in about 6 months. The result of this new system will be to free up staff 
in the Bureau to concentrate on other things. 


Director Deborah Pendergast gave the Division report: 
• The application has been submitted for the 2018 Federal AFG grant; if awarded, the 


oldest SCBA cylinders will be replaced as well as the lining of the Class “A” burn building 
out on the drill yard.  Additionally, one of the haul tractors will be replaced with a 10-
wheel 60,000 pound haul tractor that will make it so that only one trip will be needed to 
get training equipment to a site.  One of the oldest pediatric mannequins will be 
replaced with an $80,000 simulation mannequin.  Finally, the education technology 
department will get updated camera equipment.  The total request this year is $420,000.  



https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/fstems/staffdirectory.html
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The Division has received grant money over the last 5 consecutive years and is hoping to 
keep the trend going. 


• October 29th:  Behavioral Health Symposium was very successful and the Division has 
been asked to plan for another such symposium next year. 


• 2017 AFG grant:  approval from Governor and Council to accept and expend the money 
is expected by the end of this month. 


Clay Odell commented about the need for improved pay ranges for instructors.  Director 
Pendergast agreed but stated that instructor pay is dictated by job descriptions which give a 
definitive pay range which cannot be changed.  Instructor requirements were discussed, and 
BC Justin Romanello added that instructors are needed mostly to teach the initial courses; a 
sub-committee may be needed to address this topic. 


   
Item 2.  Legislative update  
Nick Mercuri:   
• Law enforcement and fire licensure for Narcan – no movement 
• The legislative period was opened for new requests; nothing has been filed for fire and EMS 


at this point. This period closes in the first week of December. 
 
IV. Committee/Board Reports 
Item 1.  Medical Control Board update 
Vicki Blanchard reported for Frank Hubbell.  The MCB met this morning, November 15, 2018. 
Highlights of the meeting: 
• The Drug Diversion Task Force final report was submitted and the MCB voted in favor of the 


task force continuing with a new direction listed on page 7 of the final report. 
• The members discussed a letter submitted from PFFNH in opposition to calling Medical 


Control prior to administering benzodiazepines; this will remain in the protocol for at least a 
year before changes will be considered. 


• Changes were made to the following protocols: 
o Behavioral Emergencies – Adult and Pediatric 
o Restraints – Adult and Pediatric 
o Hemorrhage Control – Adult and Pediatric 
o Obstetrical Emergencies 
o Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP) 
o 12-Lead ECG Acquisition 
o Capnography 


• The members voted to approve the protocols with changes to behavioral emergencies and 
anxiety as pharmacy recommends for the PO benzodiazepines and with potential changes to 
the pediatric IM ketamine dose to increase it from 2mg/kg to 4mg/kg; additionally, the 
central catheters protocol will be tabled until learning objectives can be written. 


• Frisbie Hospital is now overseeing the CARES project. 
• The group was informed about the re-activation of the CB workgroup for pre-hospital 


certification and would like to be part of the discussion moving forward. 
• The members discussed the fact that not all hospitals in NH accept pre-hospital lab draws 


and the issues involved. 
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• The next MCB meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2019. 
• Here is the link to the minutes for MCB meetings: 


https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/fstems/ems/boards/medicalcontrol/mbminutes.html  
 


Item 2.  TMRC report  
The TMRC meeting was held on Wednesday, October 17, 2018. 
Vicki Blanchard reported for Scott Schuler who could not attend the last TMRC meeting. 
• Highlights of the meeting: 


* The pre-hospital hospital capabilities information continues to be refined. 
* The rehabilitation report emphasized the need for relying more on vestibular certified 


therapists to help with patients in the ER; Chair Murphy asked for more data about rehab 
services are being utilized in the state. 


* The group was informed that 13 critical access hospitals in NH are able to take rehab 
patients in an effort to allow more acute care hospitals to concentrate on patients with 
more severe issues; transportation and communication remain stumbling blocks to this 
becoming a reality. 


* Though suicide data was not yet available from the Medical Examiner’s Office, drug data 
indicated that NH has secured the #2 spot in the entire country. 


* The group discussed posting more trauma related lectures given at hospitals around the 
state on the Division’s YouTube site. 


* The TMRC will be voting on the 2019 NH Trauma Plan at the next meeting. 
* Gerard Christian updated the members on the progress of the Trauma Registry and will 


present the latest version at the December meeting. 
* Reviews coming up:  Concord and Elliot (ACS Level II and Pediatric Level III) and Exeter 


sometime in 2019 for a State Level III and Pediatric Level IV. 
* Frisbie, Speare, and CMC are in the “wings”. 
* The members are working through the issues involved with running more procedurally 


correct meetings. 
• The next meeting of the TMRC is scheduled for December 18, 2018 at 9:30AM. 
• Here is the link to the minutes for TMRC meetings: 


https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/fstems/ems/boards/traumamedicalreview/trauma_minu
tes.html 


 
Item 3.  Work group reports   
a. Implied consent and EMS refusals   (Chief Nick Mercuri) 
Nick Mercuri will send the letter on this topic to Chair Turpin. 
 
b. EMS Physician level of licensure  
This was brought up at the MCB meeting, and the MCB members appreciated being part of the 
discussion.  A Doodle Poll will be sent out to arrange a meeting.  Joshua Morrison told the 
group about the discussion that took place at the MCB meeting. 
 
 
 



https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/fstems/ems/boards/medicalcontrol/mbminutes.html

https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/fstems/ems/boards/traumamedicalreview/trauma_minutes.html

https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/fstems/ems/boards/traumamedicalreview/trauma_minutes.html
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c. I/C Renewal & EMS Education  
AD Jeffrey Phillips reported that with Liza Burrill now being freed up to work on this, a more 
structured approach is forthcoming. 
 
d. Recruitment and Retention (actually done after V.  Item 2) 
Chief Nick Mercuri and AD Jeff Phillips have spoken with Kirk Beattie from the NHAFC, and there 
has been no further progress.  BC Justin Romanello added that part of the NHTSA report was to 
get together with Rural Health and discuss strategies. 
 
e. EMS Rules  
The public hearings have been held and public comments received.  The sub-committee will be 
meeting with the legal office at the end of the month to go through the comments.  We are still 
waiting on comments from the legal office.  The plan is to come back to the CB in January. 
 
Chair Turpin wants more substantial reports at the next meeting in January. 
 
Item 4.  Stroke care – S. Barnard   
NH State Stroke Conference – over 140 people attended. 
FAST ED – Sue attended the protocol sub-committee meeting during which this was put in to 
the protocols.  Work will continue on this at the next meeting of the sub-committee, and Dr. 
Joey Scollan is in communication on this with other state medical directors. 
 
V. Old Business  
Item 1.  NREMT LCCR – State Required subjects 
2019 re-certification cycle (April 1) – subject specific; 4 separate 1-hour modules: 


1. Documentation 
2. EMS in the Warm Zone (Rescue Task Force) 
3. Mental Health  
4. Sleep Deprivation and Fatigue  


 
Item 2.  Data requests – establishing list of people to help review data requests 
Chair Turpin asked if someone who is not on the CB could participate in this.  Chief Mercuri 
answered that the law is written to include public members.  He then went on to explain that the 
way the law is structured is not operationally specific.  Vital Records shared their data privacy 
agreements, policies, and procedures, and so time is now being spent wading through all of this 
information.  Chief Mercuri will report back in January with a status update. 
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VI. New Business 
Item 1.  Vote on protocols for 7.1 
During discussion after a motion was made to approve the 7.1 version of the protocols, David 
Tauber brought to everyone’s attention 3 corrections/clarifications that needed to be made 
regarding inconsistent wording in the child restraint protocol, no mention of the “Rule of 10’s” in 
the burns protocol (has to go back to the MCB for consideration of the update in treatment in 
burns diagnosis), and confusion about providers following a Designated Power of Healthcare 
(DPOH) versus DNR. 
 
A motion was made (Thibeault/O’Brien) – to recommend that the MCB review the wording in 
the child restraint protocol, update the treatment called for in burns diagnoses, and review 
DPOH versus DNR before the next rollout; passed unanimously after discussion.  
 
Discussion ensued about the challenges involved with making minor changes versus more 
complicated ones, like the burns protocol. 
Jeremy Thibeault questioned why a 7.1 version is even necessary due to a lack of substantive 
change. 
AD Jeffrey Phillips then explained the following: 
• With the latest law change, 7.0 is not the approved protocol in NH; the 2015 protocols are 


still in effect legally because we have never actually gone through the proper rule process; 
the 2017 version is not legal because procedures for approval were not followed. 


• With the last recent legislative change, the protocols were taken out of the rule making 
process; so once the CB recommends it to the Commissioner of the Dept. of Safety, he can 
agree with it and then change the rule without going through the lengthy JLCAR process 
that involves public hearings, etc.  


• AD Phillips asked the members to consider if the changes being requested today can instead 
be done in the next version so that the 7.1 version can finally replace the 2015 protocols; this 
would correct the situation with the 2015 protocols being the current legal standard.  He 
emphasized his point by reminding everyone that currently, if there is a problem with an 
EMS provider not adhering to the 7.0 version of the protocols, the 2015 version would 
determine the outcome of the case. 


• NOTE:  If the members of the CB want 7.1 to become the current protocol legally, then it has 
to be approved by the CB and thus recommended to the commissioner.  (7.0 cannot be 
approved because it was posted 8 months before the rule changed and no public hearing 
was held.)  This is a process change being addressed for the first time; it will help to correct 
procedural issues that were not followed in the past. 


Chair Turpin expressed his displeasure with the CB being put in situations in which they have to 
approve something due to procedural issues. 
 
A motion was made (Miller/Ayers) – to approve the 7.1 version of the protocols as printed 
and distributed; passed unanimously. 
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Item 2.  Vote on proposed 2019 MCB/CB Schedule of meeting 
A motion was made (Thibeault/Morrison) – to approve the 2019 MCB/CB schedule of 
meetings, as proposed; passed unanimously. 
 
VII. Good of the Order / Items of Interest   (see attachment) 
• Friday, November 30th:  Governor Sununu’s School Safety Preparedness Task Force has 


invited Scarlett Lewis to speak on creating safer schools and healthier communities. The flyer 
is attached to these minutes. Scarlett’s 6 year old son was murdered at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School.  There will be a morning and afternoon session. 


 
• Air medical transport documentation – not required to be done for TEMSIS.  It was 


suggested that this would be a good topic for the Rules Committee.  Traditionally, they have 
been considered as a part of mutual aid system. Chip Cooper added that DHART has started 
to submit data but it is not consistent.  Scott Schuler added that this is something that would 
interest the TMRC.  Chad Miller suggested that these kinds of services be invited to come to 
the table as this topic is addressed. 


 
VIII. Adjournment  
A motion was made (Morrison/Ayers) – to adjourn the meeting at 2:20PM; passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 


2019 CB/MCB Schedule of Meetings: 
January 17, 2019 (next meeting) 


March 21, 2019 
May 23, 2019 
July 18, 2019 


September 19, 2019 
November 21, 2019 
(Meetings begin at 1:00PM) 


 
 
 
 
 
(Minutes written by June Connor) 








 


 


Directors Report December 2018/January 2019  


 


Logistics- 


As of the Governor and Council meeting on 10/31/18, the contract with Nobis Engineering was 


approved. This will allow us to continue to evaluate the campus and drill yard for PFAS and PFOA. 


Our aerial truck is still out of service. We have received quotes for parts and repairs. 


We applied for 2018 AFG funds for the following items: 


30 new SCBA cylinders 


‘A’ Building new lining system for burn rooms 


10 wheel  60,000# haul tractor 


Pediatric high fidelity simulation manikin 


--total funding requested~ $420,000 


 


 Programs- 


We graduated 16 students from our first Certified Fire Investigator Program here at the Academy. The 


program was considered a success as we received much positive feedback and evaluations. Thank you to 


Chris Wyman of the Fire Marshal’s Office, Peter Lennon of Manchester Fire and Chief Scott Doherty of 


our Division for all of the hard work. 


On October 29, we hosted a Behavioral Health Symposium “Mental Health Mayday” in conjunction with 


NAMI NH (National /NH Alliance on Mental Illness). We had speakers from across the state and country 


including firefighters who shared their personal stories. Commissioner Barthelmes attended and gave 


the opening remarks. Thank you to Todd Donovan of the EMS Bureau and Derry Fire Dept. who did 


much of the leg work to put this together. 


 


 


 







Budget- 


We are working with the DOS business office in putting together an edited budget for the next 


biennium. Our Division, along with the FMO, were asked to show a further reduced budget as an 


exercise and put together a narrative outlining the impacts to our programs. We have completed this 


project and are awaiting further budget talks as we enter the new Legislative session. 


UPDATE: Final budget submitted to the business office, awaiting the Governor’s budget address and 


budget work sessions. 


We went to G and C in November to accept and expend our 2017 AFG funding of ~ $360,000 


As reported, we have received notification of our successful 2017 AFG Grant application. We are 


working to purchase o the equipment. We are collaborating with members of the haz mat teams to 


purchase the hazardous materials tanker rollover prop, and purchasing generator light units, fire 


extinguisher prop and the Incident reporting software. 


 


Other news- 


The Bureau of EMS worked with the evaluation Team from NHTSA and completed a comprehensive 


assessment of the EMS system in the State. We have received the initial draft report. 


UPDATE: Final report received. The Executive summary and full report is on our website. 


The 2018-19 Legislative season has begun and bills are starting to be filed. Chief Mercuri is reviewing 


each piece that may affect our Division in any way and will report out to the Boards. 


Senior staff from the Division of Motor Vehicles met with senior staff from our Division to discuss CDL 


licensing and how we can work together to create a process for ease of testing students for CDL after 


completing the Driver/Operator program. Work has already begun on the project. 


 








STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


DEPARTMENT of NATURAL and CULTURAL RESOURCES 


DIVISION of FORESTS and LANDS 
172 Pembroke Road Concord, New Hampshire 03301 


 


 603-271-2214 


    SARAH L. STEWART  FAX: 603-271-6488 


         Commissioner 


 


     BRAD SIMPKINS 


           Director 


 
FOREST PROTECTION BUREAU REPORT 


January 3
rd


, 2019 
 


PRESENTED TO THE  


NEW HAMPSHIRE FIRE STANDARDS and TRAINING COMMISSION 
 


 We are currently working on filling a forest ranger vacancy.  We have given a conditional 


offer and are conducting the background investigation  This is for a vacancy in Grafton 


County. 


 We have met with the Seacoast Type 3 IMT to review member qualifications and 


experience.  One team member was recently accepted on to the Eastern Area Type II 


Incident Management Team.  We will continue to work with the team and offer more 


opportunities for training and experience for them.  Building this partnership is important 


to our agency as this team has helped out in state on wildland fires as well as all-hazard-


incidents. 


 We will be rolling out the application process for a new grant.  This is the Hazardous 


Wildfire Fuels Reduction Grant and will be available to municipalities.  The intent of this 


grant is to identify town owned conservation lands which would benefit from prescribed 


fire and to help municipalities through the process of identifying lands, writing burn plans, 


and implementing burns.  The draft information is currently in with the AG’s Office for 


review. 
 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Chief Steven Sherman   
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January 2019 Report of the NH State Fire Marshal’s Office 


 
1. Division’s priorities: 


1. To build strong relationships and collaborate with stakeholders to solve our statewide 


challenges regarding the modernization and update to state building and fire codes that 


keep the businesses and public safe and secure with a reasonable fiscal impact and true 


cost benefit. 


2. To solve the fire and life safety challenges with the current opioid crisis as it relates to 


sober living facilities by working with all stakeholders to address reasonable 


accommodations that address fire and life safety needs while also understanding the 


urgency to provide good treatment housing. 


3. To find new methods to provide education and training for municipal fire inspectors so 


that the fire code is consistently applied and enforced throughout the state. 


4. To secure long term funding for the State Fire Marshal’s Office while constantly 


seeking new sources of program driven revenue. 


 
2. Legislative interactions: 


Provided the DOS Business office with three fiscal impact statements for proposed LSRs 


regarding the flammability of furniture and carpeting, and well water testing. 


 


Met with Senator Carson who is filing 3 Legislative Service Requests on our behalf 


relative to the 2015 Fire Code, FMO Detail pay, and Insurance Indemnification. 


 


Met with Representative Beaudoin relative to the 2015 Fire Code. 


 


Contacted several senators and Representatives relative to co-sponsoring FMO 


legislation. 


 
3. Administrative rule changes, regulatory changes: 


On December 20
th


, Division members attended the JLCAR hearing for Saf-C 3300 


Modular Housing and Saf-C 5000 Display Fireworks rules.   Both will be returning to 


JLCAR in January.  Working with the Legal Unit to finalize the rules. 


 
4.  Interactions with federal government: 


The FMO received overtime reimbursement from the ATF for cases both agencies 


worked together in the month of October.  
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5.  Planned conference, workshops, etc.: 


None at this time. 


 
6. Programmatic updates: 


Administration: 


Command Staff met with DHHS Health Facilities Administration representatives to 


review classification of detox facilities, sober living/recovery housing, healthcare fire 


drills and on-going coordination of fire protection and fire alarm approvals by the FMO 


in accordance with RSA 153:10-b. 


 


We participated in the New England Fire Marshal’s consortium meeting to discuss 


regional issues affecting our agencies.   


 


We attended the annual NH Building Code Officials meeting, the annual NH Associated 


General Contractors meeting, the Nutfield Fire Service gathering,   


District Chief Riley participated in step 2 of the THIRA/SPR process with other state 


stake holders. Step 2 was completed and step 3 will be completed by the end of the year. 


 


Bureau of Building Safety and Construction: 


Personnel: 


Inspector Marc Prindiville was promoted to Chief Mechanical Inspector 
NFIRS specialist Keith Boden was promoted to Fire Inspector 


Sherry Fish was promoted to Program Assistant II 


Modular Building Supervisor position was reclassified to a Supervisor VI position and 


posted to be filled 


 


Members of the Tramway Section worked throughout the month to substantially complete all ski 


lift and tramway inspections for initial operations. 


 


The Mechanical Section conducted gas and plumbing educational seminars throughout the state 


in the form of “train-the-trainers” so the education can be brought back to individual companies.   


 


Public Education Section: 


Ten members of the NH Fire Service met at the FMO with a representative of Kidde to 


discuss our displeasure with the Kidde smoke detectors that were installed in over 1,100 


homes throughout the state.  Kidde intends on having an initial action plan back to us on 


January 10.   
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Mary MacCaffrie, Public Educator, attended the Injury Prevention Advisory Council 


(IPAC) meeting on Tuesday December 11
th


. Partner updates were followed by a work 


session on the NH Violence and Injury Prevention State Plan. The group tasks involved 


looking for connections between all the work being done in the state on injury prevention 


including the shared risk factors and the shared protective factors.  


 


Mary MacCaffrie represented the Fire Marshal’s office at the Safe Kids New Hampshire 


Quarterly Meeting. Chief Justice, John T. Broderick, Jr. presented the important work he 


is doing around the state speaking to groups of adults and high school students on his 


mission: “ Changing the Culture of Mental Illness: It’s Way Past Time”. The second 


Special Focus for the meeting continued with the discussion on mental health First Aid. 


Melissa Lee, Education Consultant at the Department of Education reported on the 


current projects of the NH Department of Education, “Impacting Social and Emotional 


Learning and Youth Mental Health in the NH Schools.”  


 


As holidays approach, the public education team is conducting outreach and awareness 


about the increased risk of electrical fires related to extension cords, and promoting 


alternatives to candle use, along with indoor Christmas tree and cooking safety tips. 


 


Bureau of Investigations: 


All members of the Bureau completed semi-annual firearms qualification training. 


 


The Governor and Council approved a grant from State Farm Insurance worth 


approximately $25,000 for the acquisition and training of a new accelerant sniffing 


canine.  This dog will replace K-9 Molly who retired on January 1
st
 after 7 years of 


dedicated service to the FMO.  The new K-9 will be assigned to Investigator Solomon 


Rosman.   


 


Meredith – On 12/1/18 FMO investigators were notified of a fire at a multi-family 


dwelling at 8 Water St in Meredith. FMO investigators responded to the scene and were 


able to determine that the fire started in the apartment on the second floor of the building. 


Nobody was home at the time of the fire and everyone was able to evacuate the building 


and no injuries sustained. The exact cause of the fire is undetermined at this time but 


there are no red flags. 
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***FATAL FIRE*** Dover – On 12/1/18 FMO investigators were notified of a fire at 


the rear of the Strafford Farms Restaurant at 58 New Rochester Rd in Dover. There was 


also a report of a male victim with severe burn injuries to approximately 95% of his 


body. As a result of the investigation, investigators were able to determine that the 


exterior fire was intentional in nature. The burn victim was flown to Massachusetts 


General Hospital and later succumbed to his injuries on 12/3. 


 


Greenfield – On 12/1/18 FMO investigators were notified of an explosion in a parked 


motor vehicle in a residential driveway at 35 Schoolhouse Rd in Greenfield. FMO 


investigators worked with the Greenfield Fire and Police Departments and NHSP EOD 


members and were able to determine that the explosion was likely caused by some type 


of homemade IED device. No injuries were reported and the joint investigation continues. 


 


Dover – On 12/1/18 FMO investigators were notified of a motor vehicle fire on the 


southbound side of the Spaulding Turnpike in Dover just after the toll booth. FMO 


investigators worked with NHSP Troop A and were able to determine that the fire was 


intentionally set. As a result, David Virgue, Age 30, was arrested and charged with 


Felony Arson and Felony Reckless Conduct. FMO investigators will continue to work 


with NHSP as the case moves forward. 


 


***FATAL FIRE*** Warren – On 12/2/18 FMO investigators were notified of a 


fatal fire at 1429 Route 25 in Warren. FMO investigators responded and discovered 


that four residents were able to evacuate the residence safely, two were transported 


for injuries and a 57 year old female perished in the fire. The cause of the fire 


remains under investigation but preliminary findings show the fire was likely 


accidental in nature. There are no red flags at this time. 


 


***ARREST***Franklin – On 12/3/18 FMO investigators were notified of a fire in a 


mobile home at 11 Rose Lane in Franklin. No injuries were reported and the home 


was currently unoccupied. As a result of the fire, the home is a total loss.  FMO 


investigators responded and worked with Franklin Fire and Police Departments to 


determine that this fire was intentionally set. As a result of a joint investigation 


between the Franklin FD, PD, and the FMO, Guy Wheeler, age 56 currently 


homeless, last known address in Salisbury, NH was arrested on December 20, 2018 


on one felony level charge of Arson.  He is currently being held at the Merrimack 


County House of Corrections without bail.  An arraignment was held on Friday 


December 21, 2018 at 1:00pm at the Merrimack County Superior Court.   
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Laconia-12/5/18, Notification was made by Laconia FD of an explosion with burn injury. 


A man was in a tent in a small homeless encampment at the Meredith Bridge Cemetery. 


A small propane tank exploded and he was burned. He went to a nearby Cumberland 


Farms to report and get assistance. The man was transported for his injuries. It was 


reported that the victim had burn injuries to his face and hands and may be transported to 


DHMC. Notification only, no NH FMO response requested.  


 


Pittsfield-12/12/18, Investigators were requested to respond to an incident that occurred 


in a residence. An elderly woman was using medical oxygen and the tubing and her body 


caught fire, she was transported to Concord Hospital for her injuries. She had serious 


preexisting medical conditions and died at the hospital days later, from a medical 


condition not related to the fire. The cause of the fire was accidental in nature. There was 


minimal fire damage to the property. 


 


Concord-12/15/18, Investigators were called to respond to a fire in a multi-story 


apartment building. There were two people injured in the fire. One was being med-


flighted due to severe burns. The other was being treated at the Concord Hospital for 


smoke inhalation. The cause of the fire is still under investigation at this time, the two 


victims are expected to survive, and the apartment was a total loss.  


 


Dover-12/17/18, Troopers from New Hampshire State Police - Troop A responded to the 


scene of a single car motor vehicle crash on Route 16 northbound. Preliminary 


investigation revealed that a 2018 Chevrolet Equinox, being driven by an age 39 year old 


male from of Rochester had been traveling northbound on Route 16. For reasons that 


remain under investigation, the driver lost control of the vehicle and impacted a concrete 


barrier while attempting to travel through an EZ Pass lane at the Dover toll plaza. The 


vehicle came to final rest perpendicular in the travel lane of the toll plaza and became 


engulfed in flames. The driver had been extricated from the vehicle; sustaining serious 


injuries and transported to the Portsmouth Regional Hospital where he was pronounced 


deceased. The cause of death was not fire related, the vehicle caught fire after the victim 


was removed from the vehicle. NH FMO notification only, no response requested.  


 


Nashua-12/17/18, Investigators were called to respond to a vacant two story brick and 


heavy timber building. Building access was difficult and delayed crews from getting to 


the fire quickly as all the windows and doors were boarded up. A second alarm was 


struck bringing additional crews to the scene. The investigation revealed several criminal 







 
  


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY 
John J. Barthelmes, Commissioner 


 


Division of Fire Safety 
Office of the State Fire Marshal 


Paul J. Parisi, State Fire Marshal 
 


Office: 110 Smokey Bear Blvd., Concord, NH 
Mailing Address: 33 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03305 


PHONE 603-223-4289, FAX 603-223-4294 or 603-223-4295 
TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 ARSON HOTLINE 1-800-400-3526 


 


6 | P a g e  


 


indicators, the cause of the fire and the circumstances surrounding the fire are still under 


investigations. There were no injuries; there was substantial damage to the building.  


 


 *****FATAL FIRE***** Hart’s Location – 12/19/18:  The FMO was requested to 


respond to a car fire with a fatality in the parking lot of the Ripley’s trailhead off 


Rt. 302 in Hart’s Location.  Investigators found a deceased 45 year old female in the 


vehicle.  Autopsy revealed the cause of death was by thermal burns; manner of 


death is still being investigated, but foul play is not suspected.  The female was 


positively identified and the next of kin is being notified.   


 


***ARREST***Twin Mountain/Carroll – 12/30/18:  Investigators were called to 


440 Route 3 in Carroll for a large structural fire at the former Grandview Lodge.  


FMO Investigators, working with Carroll PD and the Twin Mountain Fire 


Department determined the fire was set, and ultimately arrested Richard Vaughan, 


age 30, of 912 Route 115 in Carroll on December 31, 2018 on one felony level charge 


of Arson, one felony level charge of Criminal Trespassing and one felony level 


charge of Breach of Bail. He is currently being held at the Coos County House of 


Corrections in lieu of $5000 cash bail.  An arraignment is scheduled for Wednesday 


January 2, 2019 at the Coos County Superior Court. 





