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COMMUNITY CONNECTION GRANT OPPORTUNITY
The Injury Prevention Center at Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth-Hitchcock (CHaD) presents this excellent
initiative to encourage bicycle safety throughout the state of New Hampshire, through a grant from KOHL’S Cares.
This collaboration will provide vital program support for local initiatives to promote safe and healthy activity for
children and their families statewide by providing FREE bike helmets. Click here to learn more about this
opportunity and click here to fill out the easy grant application.
All New Hampshire communities are eligible including police departments, fire departments, schools, community groups/clubs, or
town recreation programs. Grant preferences will be given to applications that document collaboration between multiple
community partners.
To participate:
1. Organize an easy, fun community outreach event by August 28, 2020.
2. Reach out and encourage other community partners to take part in the event with you.
3. Fill out the application and submit no later than Friday, February 28, 2020.
4. Complete an evaluation within 30 days of your activity .
If you have any questions, please reach out to the grant organizer:
PHONE: 603-308-2253
EMAIL: James.E.Esdon@Hitchcock.Org

N H S TAT E F I R E M A R S H A L ’ S A WA R D
OF EXCELLENCE


Has a student within your community used their fire and life safety education and knowledge to help
prevent a possible incident by seeking out the appropriate assistance to ensure that the situation becomes
safer?



Has a student within your community responded appropriately during an emergency, by demonstrating key
fire and life safety behaviors; dialing 9-1-1 to report an incident and calmly providing information to a
dispatcher; or performed a lifesaving medical maneuver?

The State Fire Marshal’s Award of Excellence in Fire & Life Safety program recognizes New Hampshire students in grades
pre-kindergarten through high school that complete an outstanding act in the area of fire and life safety that benefits the lives and
well-being of those around them. Anyone who observes, or hears, of a student’s heroic actions during a fire and/or life threatening
emergency can nominate a student by filling out the application.
QUESTIONS? NOMINATION? Please email: Sheryl.Nielsen@dos.nh.gov
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BATTLE OF THE BADGES 2020
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW to support the 2020 Battle of the Badges Hockey
Championship. Proceeds support CHaD kids and their families. So grab your friends
and family for this evening of fun competition between police and fire personnel as
they meet on the ice to raise money for CHaD.
DATE: Friday, March 13
TIME:
7pm
WHERE: SNHU Arena, Manchester

LOOKING FOR MORE EDUCATIONAL DIRECTION DURING SCHOOL OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES?
With this year’s Fire Prevention Week theme: “Not every hero wears a cape. Plan and practice your escape” you will find excellent free materials
on escape planning, two ways out, establishing a meeting place and practicing your escape plan to assist you throughout the year with this
message. Check out these websites and be sure to reach out to the NH FMO Public Education Section should you have questions or need help or
support.

SMOKE ALARM vs SMOKE DETECTOR: USING CORRECT TERMS FOR DIFFERENT DEVICES
Excerpt from Jan 2019 All Hands Herald published by the Massachusetts Department of Fire Services

www.mass.gov/dfs

The terms “alarm” and “detector” are being used interchangeably in discussions and written materials about residential fire
protection devices, but the two terms are actually not interchangeable. Incorrect references are everywhere from the laws, to
building and fire codes and even educational materials. The NFPA has been using the phrase “smoke alarm” instead of “smoke
detector” in its educational messaging for over 10 years. This messaging guide is available online for further information.
The NH State Fire Marshal’s Office Public Education Section is working diligently to make sure that the language is correct and for
a more solid streamlined message when it comes to understanding smoke alarms, especially when it comes to the public. Please
help us in this effort by making the switch in your vocabulary.
A SMOKE ALARM:
 includes both detection and notification components in a single housing.
SMOKE ALARMS
 can be powered by battery, hard-wired, or both hard-wired and batter backup.
include
detection and
 can be stand-alone or interconnected with other alarms.
notification components in a
 have been the backbone of residential fire protection since produced in mid 1970’s.
single housing.
 popular brands include: First Alert, Kidde, NEST and BRK.
 must be tested and listed ANSI/UL 217.
A SMOKE DETECTOR:
SMOKE DETECTORS
 Senses the particles of combustion.
sense the particles of
 Sends signal to household fire alarm control panel that notifies building occupants of a fire.
combustion and send a signal to
 Popular brands include: ADT, Honeywell System Sensor, Brinks, and Protection I.
a household fire alarm system.
 Must be tested and listed ANSI/UL 268.
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YOUTH FIRESETTING IN NEW HAMPSHIRE
The NH State Fire Marshal’s Office is making a strong effort to make every department and
multi-disciplinary agency that works with youth aware of the youth firesetting issue here within
our state. These agencies include public and private school systems, fire service professionals,
mental health professionals, school social workers and counselors, children and youth social
service workers, juvenile justice probation officers, law enforcement and other like team
members. Please reach out to Investigator Shana Clark or Public Educator Sheryl Nielsen to learn
more about this initiative and to have them speak at your next meeting. Together we can bring awareness and work to correct the
behavior and reduce the risk of future youth firesetting incidents.

NH YOUTH FIRESETTER REPORTING
Each year in the United States fires that are set by youths account for a large amount of property loss, personal injury and death.
According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), arson is the second leading cause of residential fire deaths. Arson is
also the leading cause of dollar loss from fire, exceeding over two billion dollars a year. According to the most recent NFPA report
on youth set fires between 2007 and 2011, an average of 49,300 fires involving playing with fire were reported to US municipal
fire departments each year. During this same timeframe, NH reported a total of 88 youth set fires. NH youth firesetting is grossly
under acknowledged and underreported. The NH State Fire Marshal’s Office asks that we all be more
vigilant in identifying, reporting, assessing and providing the appropriate necessary intervention.
Increased reporting will provide NH with valuable information on:
1. NH youth firesetting behaviors.
2. how to assist in developing more effective intervention strategies.
3. gaining financial support through grant opportunities.
4. community awareness.
5. better data on New Hampshire youth offenders.
Please fill out this NH Data Collection Form with EVERY youth firesetting incident.

UPDATE ON SEAN'S STORY
“Sean’s Story: My Life Torn Apart by Firesetting” video is now available dubbed over in
Spanish. You can access the translated video here. Additional handouts and materials
are available here. Are you using your own materials in conjunction with “Sean’s
Story”? The University of Michigan would like to know. What is Sean doing these days?
Find out here.

NH YOUTH FIRESETTER GUIDELINE
The NH Youth Firesetters Intervention & Education Guideline is designed as a professional resource tool to
guide and assist communities and regional organizations in creating, operating and managing an effective
Youth Firesetter Intervention & Education Program. This guide assists from the moment of notification (of a
youth firesetter), to performing a proper assessment, and then choosing the appropriate intervention program, including educating youth firesetters and their families.
For your copy or additional information please email Sheryl.Nielsen@dos.nh.gov
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USFA RELEASES FIRE IN THE UNITED STATES REPORT
U.S. Fire Administration released Fire in the United States (2008-2017).
The report presents a statistical overview of fires in the U.S., with a focus
on the latest year in which data were available. This 20th edition covers
the 10-year period from 2008 to 2017, with a primary focus on 2017 and
provides the fire service and others with information to set priorities,
target specific fire programs, serve as a model for state and local
analyses and provides a baseline for evaluating programs.
Visit www.usfa.fema.gov and learn how USFA can help you promote and
improve fire prevention and life safety through prevention resources and safety education programs.

IT’S PEAK SEASON FOR HOME HEATING FIRES
Nearly half of home heating fires occur in December, January, and February. Share these home heating
safety sheets within your community to educate on what precautions can be taken while heating the
home.
USFA HOME
HEATING

NFPA HOME
HEATING

SPACE HEATER
SAFETY

WOOD & PELLET
STOVE SAFETY

COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION (CRR)
The first National Community Risk Reduction CRR Week was set to place in January 2020. CRR is a data-driven process to identify
and prioritize local risks, followed by the integrated and strategic investment of resources (emergency response and prevention)
to reduce their occurrence and impact. The goal of CRR is to reduce the occurrence and impact of emergency events for both
community members and emergency responders through deliberate action in the areas of the five E’s: Education, Engineering,
Enforcement, Emergency response and Economic incentive.

CRR Training Opportunities:
Sixth Model Performance in Community Risk Reduction Symposium
Feb. 18-20, 2020
Murfreesboro, TN (30 minutes outside Nashville!)
https://strategicfire.org/symposium6

Essentials of Community Risk Reduction is an online, free course from The Vision 20/20
Project and IFSTA ResourceOne. This short online course helps you gain a better
understanding of the importance of Community Risk Reduction to the fire service and to the
community.
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SAVE THE DATE
NH Emergency Preparedness Conference
June 23, 2020
8:15am-4:45pm, Manchester, NH
(Location pending NH Governor & Council Approval)
Registration opens in April
The NH Emergency Preparedness Conference is an annual event that brings together emergency responders from across our state
to explore a wide spectrum of emergency management topics using an all hazards approach.
Entering its 16th year in 2020, the conference continues to draw a crowd of 800 participants and 60 exhibitors. With more than 40
breakout sessions delivered by local, state, and national experts throughout the day, the conference is the not-to-be-missed event
for NH's emergency responders.
The event is offered at no cost to participants thanks to the event's funders - the NH Division of Public Health Services, and
NH Homeland Security.

2020 FIRE PROTECTION & LIFE SAFETY FORUM

March 2-3, 2020—Hyatt Regency Hotel, Columbus, Ohio
17th Annual - Fire Code Expo & Fire Protection Technology Exhibition
Code Updates, Latest Trends in Fire Protection Technology, and Continuing Education

17th Annual - Campus Fire Safety & Emergency Management Conference
Professional Development Conference

2020 - Firefighter Safety Symposium
Firefighter and Chief Officer Training & Continuing Education
Sponsored and Hosted by the UL Firefighter Safety Research Foundation
Learn more on the website about the conference scholarship opportunity.

42nd Annual New England Fire Investigation Seminar
Presented by New England Fire Investigations, Research & Education

May 18-22, 2020
St. Anselm’s College, Manchester, NH

