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Arson 
  
 
Intentionally set fires are the major cause of dollar losses from fires and a leading cause 
of fire deaths in the U.S. This horrific act lowers property values, increases insurance 
premiums and loses business revenue resulting in a decline of the neighborhood.  Annual, 
estimates of 1.1 billion in direct property loss occurs. Every year an estimated average of 
316,600 intentionally set fires are reported to fire departments in the U.S. Averaging 
approximately over 7,825 firefighters and civilian injuries. Ten firefighters lost their lives 
as a result of arson in 2006. 
 
Simple steps in reducing arson involve boarding up abandoned buildings and keeping 
unoccupied buildings windows and doors locked. Lock up any flammable liquids, like 
gasoline, aerosols and paints. Keep these items away from heat sources, such as, heaters 
and furnaces. Remove combustibles from building vicinities, overgrown brush and 
shrubbery, firewood and leaves. Two thirds of reported intentional fires are started in 
outdoor items like trash or brush. Pay close attention to large items such as abandoned 
vehicles. One out of every three intentionally set fire is an intentionally set care fire. 
Support you local neighborhood watch and report any suspicious activity. Always have a 
“dual sensor” smoke alarm, have a family home fire escape plan that you practice and 
know at least two escape routes for bedrooms.  
 
If you know or suspect a child is setting fires, notify the proper authorities. Half of the 
people arrested for arson are under the age of 18. The average age of children who start 
fires by playing is 5 years. Children under 5 are 8 times more likely to perish in a fire 
caused by playing with a heat source, than people of any other age. Fatal child victims 
average the age of 4 years old. Non fatal injuries tend to be in the late teens for children. 
Recent studies show 37 % of fires ignited by lighters or matches were juveniles age 10-
17. In these instances this may not be a phase the child is going through and should be 
immediately address by proper authorities.    
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