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Grill Fires

With summer fast approaching most of us will soon be dragging out our grillsto start the
season. But before you light agas grill there are afew things you should always look for.
Check over your propane cylinder hose, looking for leaks. An easy way to determine if
your hose has a crack or tear will be to apply alight soap and water solution; this will
revea any leaking propane causing bubbles to form. Also, you may determine aleak by
smell. If you do happen to smell propane while cooking, do not move the grill and
immediately get away from the grill and call the fire department. Propane or rather the
scented additive mercaptan, smells like a skunks spray, rotten eggs or adead animal. If
you are unfamiliar to the smell of propane, contact your local dealer for a scratch and
sniff brochure.

Some safety measurements to remember; always place grills away from siding,
overhanging branches, deck railings and out from under eaves. Never set up agrill near
play areas, foot traffic or around lawn games. Make a 3foot area around the grill a“kid
free zone” keeping away children and dogs to ensure safety. For charcoal grills never add
starter fluid when coals or kindling have already been ignited and only use proper
charcoal starter fluid. Always remember to store starter fluid away from heat sources and
out of reach of children. Never use agrill indoors or in an enclosed space, asit can cause
deadly carbon monoxide and fire hazards. Also, be sure to clean your trays beneath the
grill removing any fat and grease buildup.

Here are some statistics. Grill fires on residential properties caused an estimated 5,700
fires from 2006 through 2008, averaging an estimate of 10 deaths, 100 injuries and 37
million in property loss. More than half (57%) of these fires were between the months of
May, June, July and August, occurring almost half the time (49%) between the hours of
5:00pm through 8:00pm. Thirty two percent of grill fires started on patios, terraces,
screened-in porches and courtyards. An additional 24% were started on exterior balconies
and unenclosed porches. With these types of fires continuing to be high fire risk and
resulting on average more injuries and slightly higher dollarsit isimportant that we

practice fire safety precautions when cooking on grills.
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