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We are beginning a series of articles titled
How Do You Code That? In this series, we
will provide a photo of an incident scene and
general information on how the incident should
be coded on a National Fire Incident Reporting
System (NFIRS) form. We will also cover
common coding mistakes pertaining to the
incident.

Properly coded incident reports are crucial to
conducting meaningful analysis of data, which
can be used to measure the effectiveness of
operations, identify problems, improve
resource allocation for combating fires and
identify training needs.

We will start this series off with a relatively
easy one:

How do you code that?

The Incident Type for this incident is 131
(Passenger vehicle fire). This might be rather
obvious, but how to code remaining portions of
the report can be tricky.

In this instance, since the car is on a
residential street, the Property Use should be
coded as 962 (residential street, road, or
residential driveway). The Property Use for
these fires is often coded incorrectly.

In the background you may notice a white car
parked in a driveway. If that was the car on
fire, the Property Use for the incident would still
be 962 because the incident occurred in a
driveway. Many times situations like that are
incorrectly coded as 419 (1 or 2 family
dwelling). Although the incident may be
located at a residence, what needs to be
considered is the actual use of the property
where the incident occurred, not the overall
use of the property.

When it comes to vehicle fires, the Area of Fire
Origin should identify where the fire started; in
or on the vehicle. Based on the photo, we will
assume this fire started in the engine area of
the vehicle. Accordingly, the Area of Origin
would be coded 83 (engine area). Car fires
occur frequently on streets, roads or parking
lots; many times this section of the report is
incorrectly coded as 92 (highway, parking lot or
street).

The Heat Source, Item and Material First
Ignited will vary from incident to incident, but
should be identified as best as possible for
each situation.

Information such as Mobile Property Type (in
this case it would be 11-Automobile), Make,
Model, License Plate Number, and VIN should
all be provided when the information is known
and/or available. This information is vital to
identify hazardous trends in certain types of
vehicles and to support vehicle recalls.

Being sure to capture and accurately complete
all of these fields in the NFIRS report will go a
long way to providing reliable data on car fires.
The benefits from which can be realized at the
national, state, and local levels.

Accurately capturing the data regarding these
fires helps to identify increased fire and safety
risks associated with certain vehicles. Also,
knowing the frequency of these types of fires in
a local jurisdiction can help guide resource and
deployment strategies as well as training
needs.
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