STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY
John J. Barthelmes, Commissioner

Division of Fire Safety

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL
J. William Degnan, State Fire Marshal

Office: Incident Planning and Operations Center, 110 Smokey Bear Blvd, Concord, NH
Mailing Address: 33 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03305
603-223-4289, FAX 603-223-4294

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
DATE: November 8, 2011

CONTACT: William Clark, Fire Investigator
Max Schultz, District Chief

Pelham Fire Victim Identified

New Hampshire State Fire Marshal J. William Degnan, Pelham Police Chief Joseph
Roark, and Pelham Fire Chief James Midgley, announced that the victim of the house
fire that occurred on November 4, 2011 at 1 Robert St., in Pelham, NH has been
identified.

An autopsy was conducted by the Massachusetts Medical Examiner’s Office and the
victim has been identified as 53-year-old Mary Patricia Talbot of Pelham, NH.
Investigators are still waiting for the results of the autopsy to be released by the
Massachusetts Medical Examiner’s Office.

Investigators with the New Hampshire State Fire Marshal's Office have determined that
the fire occurred as a result of the victim smoking cigarettes while using medical
oxygen.

State Fire Marshal Degnan warns that smoking or using open flame in proximity to
medical oxygen can result in a rapidly developing fire that can quickly ignite clothing.
Oxygen equipment is clearly marked that no smoking should be allowed while medical
oxygen is in use.

Any further inquiries can be directed to the State Fire Marshal’s Office, Investigator
William Clark at (603) 223-4289.
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