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Deerfield Fire Victim Identified and Fire Cause Determined 
 
New Hampshire State Fire Marshal J. William Degnan, Deerfield Fire Chief Mark Tibbetts, and 
Deerfield Police Chief Michael Greeley, announce that the victim of a fire that occurred at 153 
South Road in Deerfield on March 22, 2010 has been identified by the New Hampshire Medical 
Examiner’s Office.  
 
Deputy Medical Examiner Dr. Jennie Duval has identified the victim as 48-year-old Brian 
Dlubac of Deerfield.  Mr. Dlubac died as a result of smoke inhalation and the cause of death has 
been ruled accidental. 
 
The fire origin and cause investigation has concluded.  The fire originated in the kitchen area of 
the home due to unattended cooking.  The cause of the fire has been ruled accidental. 
 
State Fire Marshal Degnan urges all citizens to use caution while cooking and to never leave the 
kitchen while using the range.  Unattended cooking is one of the leading causes of fire deaths 
and is the leading cause of civilian fire injuries.  You have as little as 3 minutes to escape a fire 
after the smoke detector sounds.  Residential fire sprinklers save lives.  According to an NFPA 
report, 30% of smoke alarms didn’t work in homes that had fires.  Fire sprinklers fight the flames 
immediately, often putting out the fire before the fire department arrives on the scene.  Installing 
fire sprinklers and smoke alarms cut your risk of dying in a home fire by 82% compared to 
having neither. 
  
During 2003-2006, U.S. fire departments responded to an estimated average of 150,200 home 
structure fires involving cooking equipment per year.  These fires caused an annual average of 
500 civilian deaths, 4,660 civilian injuries, and $756 million in direct property damage.  Ranges, 
with or without ovens, account for the majority (59%) of total reported home structure fires 
involving cooking equipment and even larger shares of associated civilian deaths (88%) and 
civilian injuries (77%).  Unattended equipment is the leading cause of cooking fires.  (Source: 
National Fire Protection Association.)  
 
All further inquiries can be directed to Investigator William Clark of the New Hampshire State 
Fire Marshal's Office at (603) 223-4289 or the Deerfield Police Department at (603) 463-7258.  


