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Candia Fire Claims Two Lives 
 
New Hampshire State Fire Marshal J. William Degnan, Candia 
Fire Chief Dean Young, and Candia Police Chief Mike 
McGillen, announce that a fire at 94 Island Road in Candia 
has claimed the lives of two individuals.  
 
The fire was called in by someone passing by at 9:48 p.m. 
Friday night.  Firefighters found the single family home 
fully involved with fire throughout the home and through 
the roof upon arrival.  Firefighters attempted to enter the 
building to conduct a search but were driven out by the 
intense fire.  Two people were found deceased inside the 
home.    
 
Fire Investigators from the New Hampshire State Fire 
Marshal's Office were called in to assist with the 
investigation.  The fire investigation has determined that 
a propane fueled portable heater was placed too close to 
combustibles which caused the fire.  The portable heater 
was not approved for use in residential dwellings.  The 
resident of the home was without power since Thursday night 
and did not have any other source of heat in the home.  The 
second victim found in the home is believed to have been 
attempting a rescue of the first victim.  One smoke 
detector was found in the home, but no battery was found in 
the detector.   
 
Autopsies for the victims are scheduled for this afternoon 
to determine cause of death and to make positive 
identification of the victims.  The names of the victims 
will be released after positive identifaction has been made 
and families are notified.  Any further inquiries can be 
made to Investigator Chris Wyman at (603) 223-4289 or the 
Candia Police Department at (603) 483-2318. 
 
During this current state of emergency, and always, it is 
important to remember to use approved heating systems and 
maintain at least three feet of clearance to combustibles. 
Smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors should be 
installed on each level of your home near the sleeping 



areas and batteries should be checked and replaced 
regularly. 


