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UPDATE:  Cause of Girouard Avenue fatal fire determined   
 
NASHUA – New Hampshire State Fire Marshal J. William Degnan, Nashua Fire Chief 
Brian Morrissey, and Nashua Police Chief Andrew J. Lavoie announce that the Origin & 
Cause investigation in to the fatal fire on Girouard Avenue on April 13, 2015 has 
concluded.     
Investigators from the Nashua Fire Marshal’s Office and the New Hampshire State Fire 
Marshal’s Office have concluded that the fire at 4-8 Girouard Avenue originated in the 
area of a couch located on the front porch. The cause of the fire was determined to 
careless disposal of smoking materials.   
State Fire Marshal Degnan stated that every year almost 1,000 smokers and non-
smokers are killed in home fires caused by cigarettes and other smoking materials 
nationwide.  If you must smoke, smoke outside and use deep, wide ashtrays of a non-
combustible material.  Always make sure smoking materials are fully extinguished, and 
check under furniture cushions and in other places people smoke for cigarette butts that 
may have fallen out of sight.   
Additionally, Marshal Degnan would also like to remind all citizens of the importance of 
having working smoke alarms in your home, to keep exits clear of debris and have a 
home fire escape plan. 
Any further inquiries can be directed to the NH State Fire Marshal’s Office – Bureau of 
Investigations, Investigator Sean Plumer or Deputy Keith Rodenhiser at (603) 223-4289. 


