NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL
September 6, 2011

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE

110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD

CONCORD NH 03305

Attendees:  Dan Andrus, Martin Michaelis, John Ela, Allan Clark, William Mead, and Richard Heath

Absent:  William Ruoff, Floyd Hayes, Brian Boudreau

Meeting called to order at 9:40 am

Motion was made by Allen Clark to approve the June 7th, 2011 meeting minutes, John Ela seconded all approved.

Report of the State Fire Marshal:

The division assisted with the town of Holderness with 39 buildings damaged from Tropical Storm Irene as well as the town of Conway with 93 buildings damaged.

There were other areas of the state that the division assisted with.

There were numerous roads damaged, also the bridge access to Loon Mountain was washed out.

1 fire fighter in Kinston had injury due to electrical he was treated and released

1 fire fighter in Strafford was injured brand fell and was taken to Maine Medical

There was a civilian death and another seriously injured when they were helping each other clear trees.

NFPA 1 & 101 training for the building officials will be conducted, after the first of the year it will be offered to the fire service.  NFPA provided the books and the instructor for free it was a 2 day seminar.

Moved the licensing section to the Department of Safety Building to improve customer service.  The inspectors will have a place to work over at the office to access records.
Tramway and Amusement Rides joined the division as part of department consolidation.  They lost a part time employee because of lack of funding in the budget.

Chairman asked the director who the tram employees cover.  Inspections are required every year for tramways and every time an amusement ride is set it needs to be inspected. They are affixed with decals.  December 2010 there was a ski lift incident in Sunapee.  Electrical inspectors work with these employees regularly at carnivals and fairs.

Smoke detector study was done over a 5 year period and relating to fatal fires in residential structures.  2/3 - no smoke detectors or they were inoperable.  Drugs and Alcohol were present.  A copy will be given to the board once the report is formatted.

There is a ceremony at the State House on September 11th to commemorate the 10th anniversary of 9/11 starting at 8:30 and it will be 2 hours long.

September is Campus Fire Safety month the Governor will be signing the proclamation on September 12, 2011 at 1:00 PM.

The investigation for the arson fires in Madison NH resulted in an arrest of a Fire Fighter on one charge and there will be more to come.  The individual is 18 years old.  Question posed by the board what was the motivation of the individual?  The investigators are still working on back ground. Recommend that fire departments do extensive back ground checks, polygraph exams and a psychological exam.

Colebrook is still an active case

Making progress on arson fires.

Old Business:

State Fire Code revision is being put forward. September 15th it is going before JLCAR.

Fire Extinguisher monitoring for new constructions

2012 Hand Sanitizer adopt code put in as amendment

Stair Configuration positive feed back.  2 People apposed for change did not attend the Building Code Review Board Meeting nor did they submit a letter for the public hearing (dealing with 1 & 2 family dwelling)

John Ela – Discussed stair configuration with regards to modular buildings.  Board support should take a vote:

John Ela made a motion that the Board of Fire Control support the changes and recommendations on the hand sanitizer code adoption and the fire extinguishers Dan Andrus seconded all board members present approved the support.

Combined Committee of Board of Fire Control and Building Code Review Board

Plumbers, Architects, Engineers, focus on any town or places plans w/out professional architect stamp. Statute requires they meet and exchange ideas, recommendations to each section at least annually.

John Ela and Martin Michaelis recommend a process when there was a conflict present.
Proposed Amendment HB 137 (copy given to board) Board should support adding name to HB 137, Director Degnan working on draft with changes.  This bill takes the authority away from the Fire Marshal’s Office and moves it to the Building Code Review Board. It also creates two codes a State Fire Code and State Fire Prevention Code. This will get to confusing and it requires the legislature to adopt the code editions.
An article was distributed to the board with regards to Modular Buildings.  John Ela spoke to the board with regards to a fire in Mass. Local Fire Chief determined adhesive used on ceiling used as a fire accelerant.  Mass. Got amendment to use fastener now trying to amend space between floors. 

HB 517 Amend to Combine Fuel Gas & Plumbers

Putting forward propose amendment. If Voluntary Heat Technician put in HB needs to have a representation from the industry added to the Heating Advisory Committee.  Will eventually be able to reduce cost to the technicians. 

Concerns with the board and who they will answer to if any changes will be disbursed. 
Plumbing Board is a unit of Department of Safety came under the authority of the commissioner. Still waiting for AG’s Office to help with rules.  Sole rule making is the authority of the board and the Department of Safety Attorneys can not assist.  New Chair is Tim Dumont, Richard Zannini has stepped down.

The amendment with DHHS, HB 479, clearly states in the law that State Fire Marshal’s Office with the sole authority for enforcement. Puts inspection responsibility on the Fire Marshal, we will work with them.

John Ela – New Bill allow building officials citation authority.  Exemption for modular to repairs (Modular Rules) write in limitation on repairs and define.

Proposed Schedule

12/6/11 at 9:30 suggested meeting space?  Concord Fire Central Station N. Main St

In the board members folders there is a notification on an upcoming conference for the National Association of State Fire Marshal’s

Discussion was held with regards to Fire Safety and green buildings, concerns with roof loads and atriums (open space) check out Firemarshal.org link. Example, reusing water for sprinklers. Grad Student from WPT developed the web and started the project

Meeting Adjourned 11:20
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