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CONCORD, NH  03305 

 
 
 

Attendees:  Allan Clark, Daniel Andrus, Martin Michaelis, Norman Skantze, 
William Mead, Brian Boudreau, Floyd Hayes 
 
Absent:  John Ela, Richard Heath 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 9:40 AM by Martin Michaelis. 
 
A motion was made by Dan Andrus to approve May 29, 2013 meeting minutes. It 
was seconded by Brian Boudreau.  All approved. 
 
Report of State Fire Marshal 
 
The members of the board were in agreement that the monthly status data sent 
from the Fire Marshal has been helpful. 
 
The state fire marshal’s office was instrumental in the arrest of a former 
Peterborough firefighter for fires set in Durham. 
 
In the past few months there have been many arson cases and the investigators in 
this office are collectively instrumental in the investigations and the arrests of 
many individuals. 
 
The NHMS NASCAR race for September 21st and September 22nd has our 
contingent of support personal.   
 
The Fire Prevention Proclamation Ceremony will be held at the Governor’s office 
on Monday, September 23rd at 11:30 am.  All are invited to attend. 
 
The Fire Fighters Memorial Ceremony will be held on Sunday, October 13, 2013 
at 2PM at the memorial on the Fire Academy grounds.  There are two names of 
individuals who died in the line of duty being added to the memorial this year.  The 



definition of line of duty death was clarified by Director Degnan as follows.  They 
must be on duty but not necessarily injured at a fire, on duty can mean up to 24 
hours after a call for service.  Heart attacks are considered job related and fall 
under that definition. 
 
Matt Labonte, Bureau of Building Safety and Construction Supervisor has 
integrated well into that position.  The merger of plumbing and gas licensing seems 
to be running smoothly.  The board members will be assigned by the governor and 
executive council.   
 
Tramway is very busy this time of year with inspections at fairs.  The ski industry 
is also gearing up for the winter season. 
 
The electricians have faired well with their move to the Joint Board and seem to be 
running smoothly. 
 
The board requested to meet the new Assistant Director, Max Schultz.  He 
introduced himself and shared his experience and knowledge in the fire safety 
division. 
 
The department budget includes another investigator and with the increased 
volume of intentionally lit fires and insurance fraud the addition of another 
investigator could not come at a better time. 
 
The fires in Durham were a collaborative coordination of this office, the Durham 
Police Department and ATF Andy Cox who assists this office with investigations 
when needed. 
 
Old Business 
 
BFC 100 rules with amendments were discussed.  Dan Andrus made a motion to 
approve the amendments as presented.  This was seconded by William Mead.  All 
approved.   
 
The rules will now go to JLCAR for a vote and if approved the Commissioner will 
approve or disapprove.  With his signed approval the rules will go into effect 
immediately on that date. 
With the approval of these rules, the Fire Marshal is not a board member but will 
have an opportunity to voice his opinion on items brought to the board.  This is 
beneficial since he will have insights on what is going on in the legislature and 
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present his findings to the board.  The new rules will allow the board to continue to 
work as an advisory board and have a voice on fire related issues.  The hope is to 
have the rules in effect by the time of the next meeting scheduled in December. 
 
A motion was made by Allan Clark for a written letter be sent to Administrative 
Rules as described on page two of the cover letter for the changes to the rules.  
This was seconded by Floyd Hayes.  All Approved. 
 
State Fire Code Update 
 
Moving to the 2012 Fire Code was discussed.  The 2012 Building Code was not 
approved by the BCRB and they are still using the 2009 building codes.  There was 
some discussion regarding keeping the two codes with the same year for 
uniformity. This board wants to work together with the Building Code Board to 
bring all codes up to date.  The Fire Marshal will be working with the BCRB Chair 
to have the two codes up to date and using the same version. 
 
Legislative Report 
 
HB 336 Fireworks – Banning reloadable shells and unpredictable fireworks.  This 
bill was going to be killed this spring and the legislature decided to retain the bill.  
The Fire Marshal drafted a bill for the Chair of the Criminal Justice Committee 
that would give a committee made up of legislators, public safety and fireworks 
companies the authority to prohibit certain types of fireworks.  A meeting for this 
proposal is scheduled at 1pm today. 
 
The Fire Marshal’s office receives many calls from concerned citizens regarding 
these types of fireworks.  Some have received residue from them on their property.   
 
The lighted lanterns are banned in the state of New Hampshire but they are being 
sold at fireworks stores with advertising stamped on them.  They are also being 
sold in convenient stores throughout the state.   
 
New Business 
 
Director Degnan discussed his recent attendance at the NASFM activity in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.  He said the classes were very interesting and was impressed 
with the pipeline safety information he received there.  There is free training on the 
National website for pipeline training for anyone interested.  There is a new 
training portal being sponsored by Shell who recognizes the knowledge and 
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assistance of the State Fire Marshal’s offices throughout the country for promoting 
safe practices. 
 
On October 23rd and 24th the fire marshal will attend a meeting on odorant in 
propane being held in Washington, DC.  There will be discussion on testing of 
propane for odorant.  There is also a concern with trans loading sites and the 
regulations there.  Tests are showing that odorometers are not efficient due to 
outside temperature and the calibration of these meters are very involved and not 
cost affective. One test that seems to work quite well is the stain tube test which is 
efficient and inexpensive. 
 
The Fire Marshal is still waiting for the CPSC and the furniture industry to work 
on a fire barrier for upholstered furniture.  It’s been three decades trying to 
convince this CPSC and industry that this is an important issue. 
 
The board is still looking for a chemical engineer.  
 
Next meeting will be held December 18, 2013 at the Fire Marshal’s Office.  
 
A motion was made to adjourn this meeting by Allan Clark.  It was seconded by 
Floyd Hayes.  All approved. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 am. 
 
   
 
 


