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NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL 
MEETING, SEPTEMBER 16, 2015 

9:00 AM 
FIRE ACADEMY AUDITORIUM 

98 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD 
CONCORD, NH 

 
 
Attendees:  J. William Degnan, Max Schultz, Richard Heath, John Ela, Martin 
Michaelis, Steven Freitas, Floyd Hayes, Allan Clark, Dan Andrus, William Mead 
and Jeff Cyr . 
 
Absent:  Norman Skantze and Brian Boudreau 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 9:00 am by Richard Heath. 
 
A motion was made to open the Public Hearing portion of the meeting for the fire 
code amendment by Dan Andrus.  It was 2nd by Allan Clark. All approved. 
 
The recorder was not working during this session therefore the following are 
minutes taken during the Public Meeting. 
 
Jeff Cyr Chief Mechanical Inspector presented the proposed amendment NFPA54 
Section 12.5.3 to the board.  “12.5.3 Plastic Vent Joints.  Plastic piping and fittings 
used to vent appliances shall be installed in accordance with the appliance 
manufacturer’s installation instructions, provided the maximum set point of a fixed 
or adjustable, water and/or flue gas, high limit setting of the appliance, does not 
exceed the safe operating temperature of the venting material selected.  Where 
primer is required, it shall be of a contrasting color.”  
 
There was a concern of the PVC piping and the temperature of the venting material 
used for various appliances.  PVC piping has regulations for type of material and 
thickness but not the temperature rating it can withstand.  Chief Cyr was requesting 
a code change to include PVC piping temperature toleration.   
 
Chief Cyr mentioned that all installers would be educated on which flue venting 
material would be appropriate for installing appliances.  This amendment speaks to 
the safety of all residents in New Hampshire as well as visitors who frequent our 
state.  There would be continued education presented to local Building Inspectors, 
the local fire departments and the consumers as well. 
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Chief Cyr covered some basic concerns such as what are the lifespan for PVC 
piping.  His recommendation was the consumer will need to keep up with 
maintenance not only on their appliances but the piping itself. 
 
When appliances are not installed properly or changed out the PVC piping should 
be inspected and units cleaned and vacuumed at least once a year.  Propane boilers 
do need to be serviced and the consumer has the responsibility for this. 
 
The responsibility for the installer will require informing the consumer of the 
material they use for the installation as well as the cost for consumers to become 
compliant with the code.  Once an installer has informed the consumer and the 
consumer refuses to comply the responsibility lies on the consumer not the 
installer. 
 
When notifying a consumer of what the code changes will be the emphasis should 
be on the safety issue not a sales pitch for making money off of the consumer.  
 
A question was asked as to how this change would affect the insurance industry.  
This would be something that will be checked into by Jeff Cyr.  Once the installer 
is completed with the install the consumer will receive a warranty and as long as 
the yearly service is performed the consumer will be covered by the warranty 
agreement. 
 
The flue temperature will not be part of the amendment but the information will be 
available in tech bulletins and through education during license renewals. 
 
The board asked if anyone in the audience wanted to speak on this amendment and 
one individual Brian Inserra asking for clarification on the amendment. 
 
It was proposed that the board suspend the public hearing until 10 am by William 
Mead.  It was 2nd by John Ela.  All approved. Public Hearing ended at 9:30 am. 
 
It was proposed that the board enter the Board of Fire Control Board meeting by 
Dan Andrus.  It was 2nd by Floyd Hayes.  All approved. 
 
Fire Marshal’s Report 
 
It’s been a busy summer with one of the more serious events was the circus tent 
collapse in Lancaster, NH.  About 50 people were injured and two people were 
killed during the storm that swept through that area.  The office has received many 
inquiries on what the rules are regarding tent set ups in towns across the state.  
They are required to have emergency lighting, seating plans, exit lights and 
evacuation plans.  The building official should have the engineered plans prior to a 
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scheduled performance. Larger communities may require a building permit for a 
temporary structure such as a tent. 
 
There will be future discussions with tent owners, code enforcement officials and 
end users on tent set ups in the state on anchoring, set ups, etc. Training, codes and 
possible legislation will also be discussed. There also should be discussion about 
how tent owners are responsible for seating information and crowd management 
procedures in case of emergencies. 
 
There were severe weather warnings and watches posted during the day for the 
Lancaster area.   
 
The design professional will list the wind load limits that a tent can tolerate on the 
plans and the person responsible for the tent and event should plan to evacuate 
people before a severe weather event. Emergency plans for evacuations should be 
available to all local authorities.   
 
Board member Bill Mead stated during the winter ski lifts are evacuated due to 
thunder snow for safety reasons. 
 
The Nashua bouncy house accident goes to trial in October. 
 
The director brought the board up to date on the Balsams Project.  Residents in the 
area are pleased that the owner’s want to keep the hotel area as rural as possible.  
There are plans for residential homes, condominiums as well as the hotel.  The ski 
area will be expanded to include a new lodge and gondola’s running from the hotel 
across the road to the ski area.  Investors have been flying into the Milan airport to 
evaluate the area. The Coos County Planning Board is still conducting hearings 
with the owners on their proposal. 
 
Northern pass seems to be moving forward with plans to keep most of the wires 
underground through the notches and to keep the above ground lines on the same 
path as existing wires.  New structures will be built in Franklin and Deerfield and 
local fire departments are involved with the proponents. 
 
Kinder Morgan pipeline proposal is to run across the southern part of the state.  
Pipelines already exist throughout the state but there is still opposition for the 
southern pipeline proposal.  This pipeline will be a transporter so others will be 
able to tap into it.  New Ipswich has a new proposed compressor station with 
groundbreaking to begin in the spring of 2016. 
 
Dan Andrus proposed that the meeting of the Board of Fire Control end and start 
the 10 am public session.  This was 2nd by Allan Clark.  All approved. 
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Public Hearing for NFPA 58 Section 7.2.2.1 

The public hearing for NFPA 58 Section 7.2.2.1 commenced at 10:00 am with a 
presentation from Jeff Cyr explaining why the language change was proposed for 
this section.  With the price of propane fuel being offered at a lower cost than other 
fuels, many consumers in the state have changed over to propane. This has created 
a price competition among other propane companies and there have been instances 
where tanks are being removed by the new propane company and being left in 
unsecured places causing a safety hazard for residents in New Hampshire. 

The proposal states that a new company cannot remove another competitor’s tank 
without written permission.  This will make the original owner of the tank aware 
that their customer has acquired another company for their fuel service.   

Joseph Rose, President and CEO of the Propane Gas Association of New England 
in Epsom also spoke to the board stating that their organization is in support of the 
new language. 

Richard Heath asked for a motion to close the public hearing.  Dan Andrus made 
the motion; it was 2nd by William Mead.  All approved.   

The public hearing was closed at 10:30 am.  

Meeting of the Board of Fire Control resumed with an update from Jeff Cyr on 
how the mechanical licensing department is doing.  They have been part of the Fire 
Marshal’s Office since 2007.  This department concentrates on correcting 
licensees, not punishing them.  There are five field inspectors.  In 2010 the 
plumbing licensing was added to this office.   
 
The gas and plumbing rules have been consolidated into mechanical licensing and 
into one board and fees were lowered as well.  All field inspectors are motivated 
and trained once a week and visit consumer and residential building sites to 
confirm licenses.  If licensees are found lapsed a written warning is presented to 
the licensee and if they are a habitual offender there is a process for that as well.  
 
Last week they had ten individuals from other states working in New Hampshire 
without the proper license and given summons for not having a license.  The 
department has realized that the owners of these companies often get the 
information and education for their employees so they can then get the license they 
need to perform the work in New Hampshire. 
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Continuing education is extended to all new and returning licensees.  The building 
inspectors and fire chiefs in New Hampshire are well informed of any changes and 
updates concerning gas and plumbing. 
 
The solar panel industry has become a challenge with some companies offering 
installations for free but the resale value of homes is lower than the value including 
solar panels. 
 
Fire Service Liaison Program – Information Analysis Center.  Fire Marshal has 
flyers with this information from local departments collecting and sharing this 
information across the state.  Copies will be made and sent to the members of the 
board. 
 
Upcoming Events Include: 
 
Fire Prevention Week during the month of October with a kick off ceremony on 
September 29th at the Broadway Street Fire Department in Concord. 
 
Fire Sprinkler demonstration and classes at the Fire Academy starting at 9am on 
September 23, 2015.  
 
Award Ceremony, Committee of Merit will be held on September 28th at the 
Concord City Auditorium starting at 6:30pm.  Open to the public and families of 
those being honored. Several NHFMO members will be recognized. 
 
Award Ceremony will be held on October 16th at 6 pm at Police Standards and 
Training.  Investigators from the Fire Marshal’s Office will be recognized for their 
assistance during the Keene Pumpkin Festival in 2014.  Open to the public. 
 
Award Ceremony for Fire Marshal’s office will be held on October 23rd at the Fire 
Academy from 4 to 6.  Families are welcome to attend. 
 
Hazmat Department 
 
This department has to update the rules governing the maximum fee a haz mat 
team may charge for a response.  The statute requires a survey regarding rates to 
charge when departments are called to handle hazmat materials.   On June 26th a 
survey was sent to 46 communities with questions regarding the response fees for 
hazmat materials emergencies.  Out of 46 surveys, 6 have responded as of 
September 16th. 
 
The C3 propane expansion is still an open project and has raised concerns in some 
seacoast communities that the supply trains will be going through. 
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Fire Investigations Division 
 
Max Schultz talked about what the investigators have been covering the past three 
months.  Recently there was an arrest made in Raymond regarding an individual 
who had felony charges against him including arson, insurance fraud and animal 
cruelty.  This investigation went well with the cooperative team work between this 
office, Raymond Fire and Police Departments as well as ATF. 
 
There have been 15 fire related deaths so far this year as well as 3 non-fire related 
deaths. 
 
The department just hired two new investigators and a third person should be on 
board by October. 
 
June Fire Reports – There was a fire in Manchester caused by unattended cooking 
and a firefighter was injured at that scene. 
 
July Fire Reports – The fireworks unit is working with EMS to keep track of 
fireworks related injuries.  Many of these injuries occur but are not reported to the 
Fire Marshal’s Office.   
 
There was an incident where a homemade canon blew up and one individual was 
injured in the face and lost a hand as well as burns to the body.  The canon ended 
up on a neighbor’s roof nearby. 
 
Another homemade canon explosion caused injuries to head and chest of one 
victim. 
 
There was a homicide that occurred in Columbia and the investigation is still 
ongoing. 
 
In Northwood there was a single fatality caused by smoking material and there was 
no smoke detector present. 
 
Investigators had the opportunity to instruct new employees at the Police Academy 
on how the Fire Marshal’s office is run and what the duties of investigators are.  
This has been well received by those attending. 
 
There was another fireworks incident where a person was struck in the face by a 
reloadable mortar. 
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There was a vehicle accident in Merrimack with the driver running into the toll 
booth at a high speed and the driver perished in the fire.  He died of smoke 
inhalation. 
 
Tramway and Amusement Ride Inspectors had a few incidents this summer.  At 
the Cornish fair there was a defective ride that resulted in an injury. 
 
At the Lancaster fair a roller coaster for small children derailed and injuries 
occurred.   
 
At the Hopkinton fair one person was injured when they fell off the mechanical 
bull ride.   
 
In Bedford there was a residential fatal fire located on the second floor.  This is 
still under investigation. 
 
The inspections at the Deerfield fair are ongoing.  This office is working with the 
local inspectors and fire department during the inspection process. 
 
Two new investigators have joined the staff in the past two months.  They are 
Adam Fanjoy and Shana Clark.  Adam comes from police background with some 
fire service training.  Shana will be starting on September 18th.  She comes with 
fire service experience and will be going through training for law enforcement 
soon. 
 
ACEPS Haz Mat subcommittee will be meeting on September 17th at 10 am at the 
Fire Marshal’s Office.  Anyone interested may attend.   
 
The 2015 state fire code proposals have been held up in the senate due to 
misunderstanding of how codes will impact the state and consumers.  The board 
was encouraged to reach out to their representatives to give support and sponsor 
support for the approval of the code. 
 
The next meeting to hear further testimony on the two amendments for gas flue 
vent piping and the transfer of propane is scheduled for Wednesday, October 21st at 
9:30 at the Fire Marshal’s Office in the Conference Room.  The board will hear 
final testimonies from the public sector, then the board will discuss their decision, 
vote on the two amendments and if accepted they will be presented to the 
commissioner for his signature. 
 
It was proposed to adjourn the meeting by William Mead.  It was 2nd by Floyd 
Hayes.  All approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 am. 


