NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL
October 26, 2011

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE

110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD

CONCORD, NH  03305

Attendees:  Richard Heath, John Ela, William Mead, Allan Clark, Brian Boudreau and Daniel Andrus

Absent:  William Ruoff, Martin Michaelis, Floyd Hayes

Meeting called to order at 1:40 pm.

Motion was made by Richard Heath to approve September 6, 2011 meeting minutes, William Mead seconded.  All approved.

John Ela offered their conference room at Epoch Builders a few miles south of Smokey Bear Blvd.

Report of the State Fire Marshal and Old Business:

Copies of Saf-C 6000 given to each member and discussion of hearings ensued.  It is possible to get transcripts and audio tapes on internet, found under Joint Committee on Rules.
What is the normal process for updating Fire Code Rules?  They are reviewed every 7 years.  These include any updates requested over the past few years.  Terminology of vent free, vented heaters.  Change the language so it is the same understanding in all rules.  Example:  Stair configuration to mean the same across the board for this industry.
There was an incident that happened in Belmont resulting in a death of an individual that gave the fair officials cause to re-examine their safety standards for the public and their employees.  The fair association contacted this office for advice for improvements for safety.

Any reports of violations received by the Fire Marshal’s office will be investigated by this office.  

The Fire Marshal handed out an email sent by Harriet Cady who is challenging the Saf-C 6000 rules and the responsibility of the Fire Marshal’s office in handling local events such as yearly fairs held in several communities across the state.  

The biggest challenge has been the hood suppressions for grease cooking.  In 1999 the definition was worded for trailers, etc which are transported from fair to fair for use of grease cooking.  Variances have been requested and some granted due to size, etc. 

Harriet also questioned the wiring problems at fairs.  At the Deerfield fair the electrical wires were so close to the grandstands that anyone could reach out and touch them.  It was recommended that they move them to a safer distance.  Dover High School, under the direction of a licensed electrician, built the electrical boxes for the fairgrounds. 
There was another email from Harriet stating that the Fire Marshal’s office was unreasonable when it came to the buildings at the Deerfield fair.  She said they had to be updated to include sprinklers.  She claimed they tore down buildings because the Fire Marshal deemed them unsafe.  This was not true, however.  Her emails were filled with misinformation regarding what the Fire Marshal’s office did and did not do.

She also claimed that the Deerfield Fire Department was a private entity and not a municipal department.  This is also untrue

All of these concerns by Harriet were brought forward to the Joint Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules.  The Fire Marshal was not able to comment on her claims at the beginning of the meeting but was eventually allowed to comment after a ten minute break.  Some people who were at this meeting noticed that the procedure for the meeting was out of control.  The majority seem to be focused on what the costs will be to the public and not the safety issues.
At this hearing they voted objection to the following rules:


#1.  What is the fiscal impact on the residents of New Hampshire?


#2.  Lack of clarity


#3.  Rules inconsistently applied

So what would happen if these are not approved by JLCAR?  They will expire in less than a year and the rules will no longer apply.  The NFPA life safety code with the old codes would go into effect if this happens.

It was recommended that the board create a letter to support the safety aspect of these rules and send to JLCAR for review.  Any outreach to JLCAR would be appreciated.

Executive Session to meet on HB 137 on October 28, 2011.  Any fire service personnel available to attend this session would be helpful to show support.  HB 137 was the original building code.  With the other proposals merged into this bill, it has become confusing.  It was proposed to keep State Fire Code and Fire Prevention Code separate which would create a huge fiscal impact on the Fire Marshal’s Office.  Not cost effective.
It was suggested to get a list of JLCAR members for the board members to use as contact information.  This board is not in favor of two fire codes.  Not sure if the Fire Marshal will have an opportunity to speak before the vote is cast.  

Fire Marshal Degnan asked each member to review the handout on the HB 137 bill and if they have any questions or comments to send them to the Fire Marshal and he’ll present to the committee.  It was suggested to ask Carol McGuire to help with any changes.

Connecticut is using two fire codes and they don’t like it at all.  There are so many conflicts of codes.

Legislature Report – The board covered LSR’s items coming up to committee for discussion.

A copy of a letter from Charlie Bass regarding carbon monoxide poisoning was handed out to each member.
A detailed report on Fatal Fires from 2005 – 2010 was given to each member.  From page 31 to page 40 there were various spread sheets showing statistics of factors leading to death related fires.
Wind turbines being constructed in the Milan area of northern New Hampshire were discussed and the Fire Marshal showed a power point program showing the types of fires and what causes them on wind turbine towers.  A discussion ensued of how to contain these types of fires in New Hampshire.  Other areas of the country use sprinkler systems because their turbines are located in warmer climates.  In our area, that system would not be feasible but the dry powder or gas may be more usable.  

Next meeting will be held on December 6th at 9:30 am

Meeting Adjourned 3:35 pm.
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