NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL
September 19, 2012
NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE

110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD

CONCORD, NH  03305

Attendees:  Richard Heath, William Mead, Alan Clark, Daniel Andrus, John Ela, Martin Michaelis, Norman Skantze and William Degnan
Absent:  Brian Boudreau, Floyd Hayes and William Ruoff
Meeting Called to Order at 9:30 AM by Richard Heath.
Motion was made to approve March 28, 2012 meeting minutes. The minutes for the June 20, 2012 are approved with the addition stating there was not a full quorum at this meeting.
Fire Marshal Degnan asked for a moment of silence in honor of Chief Richard Schafer of Hopkinton Fire Department who passed away on September 2, 2012.

Deputy Chief Farley was asked to bring a matter to the board’s attention regarding Chinese lanterns.  These are paper lanterns held by thin wire with an envelope of fuel.  When lit they are sent into the air and the lantern, fueled by oxygen and go airborne up to several hundred feet. Could pose a problem for air traffic and the FAA is concerned as well. Some have been known to loose air and will land still on fire.  Some states have already banned the use of these lanterns.  Some discussion came up regarding support to Forest and Lands Director Brad Simpkins from the Fire Marshal’s Office on restricting the use of this uncontrolled fire. It was proposed by William Mead that the Fire Marshal’s Office and the Division of Forest and Lands work together with Director Brad Simpkins for control on Chinese lanterns. It was seconded by Norm Skantze and all approved.
Deputy Chief Farley updated the members on the safety conditions at the NH Speedway in Loudon.  He says it’s been a successful week making sure the vendors understand their role in keeping the crowds safe this year with significant improvements on propane installations.
There was an incident this month involving around 7,000 participants in a race set up with several obstacles which included 2 rows of lit Dura-flame logs at the end of the race which the participants had to jump over to reach the finish line.  The biggest concern was the fact that the logs were at the end of the race when people were more fatigued and more apt to trip or fall into the burning logs.  Fire Marshal’s Office feels this event falls into the flame effect category.
Investigator Chris Wyman was asked to update the board on the recent fireworks incidents during the July 4th week.  Investigator Wyman said there were three serious incidents that occurred on July 3rd. One was the fireworks incident in Pelham that drew media attention which resulted in severe injuries to adults and children.  The children were airlifted to Shriner’s Hospital in Boston and some of the adults were also sent to Massachusetts’s General Hospital.  This is still an open investigation but will be coming to a close soon.

The second incident happened when an adult was looking up at a falling parachute firework and the remnants fell into his eye and his eye was burned.

The third incident involved 4 young men lighting a jar full of sparklers which exploded and sent glass shards into the air.  One was severely injured, losing all his fingers and part of his thumb.  The other 3 received cuts from the glass and the metal parts of the sparkler.  
Investigator Wyman said in the 13 years he has worked in the division, he has not seen so many injuries over a holiday weekend as this one, which totaled 18 injuries, all in one day.

This was the second Fourth of July that reloadable mortars were allowed to be used which contributed to the number of injuries this summer.

Pyrotechnics to a Proximate Audience and flame effects at concert events have increased this year as well as display fireworks due to better economy. A discussion ensued regarding who can light and use permissible fireworks.  Investigator Wyman said some communities require permits to light fireworks but anyone over 21 are allowed to purchase and use permissible fireworks on your own property unless banned locally. The law has been weakened since allowing the re-loadable shells, parachutes and unpredictable travel devices and hand held fireworks. If this year is any indication of the future, this change should be looked into further for safety reasons.
NH State Fire Marshal Degnan shared the following information:

· State Fire Fighter’s Memorial Service Sunday, Oct 14th at 2 pm please join us at the remembrance of the fallen.

· National Fallen Fire Fighter’s Memorial Service Sunday, Oct 6th at Emmetsburg, MD. FM Degnan will be attending in honor of Sandown FF Harold Fray who died in the Line of Duty last year.

· Statistical data – will be sent to each member once completed

· Changes from 2009 to 2012 NFPA included in each members packet

· Copy of HB 137 bill included in each packet – to be discussed later

· Fire Marshal Degnan attended the September 11th remembrance in NY. He shared his experience at ground zero and how it has changed over the last 11 years.
· CSST campaign has brought major awareness to the public about the importance of system bonding. The media did a great job getting word out about CSST.

· The 9 volt battery hazard received great coverage as well.  Londonderry did a demonstration on what could happen if battery left in junk drawer came in contact with a paperclip where it caused a fire.

· Fire Marshal Degnan reviewed the budget process and how more items are being added to our budget from other departments. One such item is health care costs for those who have retired from the division.

· Two vacant part time positions have been filed, after the third posting for building construction and safety administrator we have 4 good candidates the department is reviewing at this time.
Norm Skantze shared with the board his comments about an fire incident in Swanzey where the Fire Marhsal’s Office responded to their request for a suspicious fire and was very please with the professionalism displayed by the investigators and how well they worked with the law enforcement during the investigation which ended with an arrest.
Old Business:

Legislative Reports – The bill to limit Sprinkler systems in high rise condominiums interim study voted not to propose further legislation. The case in Manchester regarding installing sprinkler systems in a high rise condominium came to an agreement that sprinklers would be installed in all the common areas, means of egress and one head over the door to each living unit. This reduced the cost to the owners while protecting the egress and the legislature was satisfied by this compromise.

Licensing is still an issue the legislature is discussing.

The electrician’s board feels fire alarm installers do not need further education on installing fire alarms because they are licensed electricians. They feel that the electrical license would be enough.  The Fire Marshal’s office disagrees and would like them to offer a similar program that is offered by the union. That program provides as part of their apprentice training the basic knowledge necessary to install fire alarm systems. The Fire Marshal would recognize this program for licensed New Hampshire electricians as meeting the voluntary fire alarm installer’s certification.  
The electrical licensing and inspectors will be moving to the NH Joint Board July 1, 2013 and will be independent.
HB 137 – Proposed rule changes are coming along and will be similar to the practice and procedures of state building code review board. When the draft is finished it may require this board to meet more often when needed. One of the safety issues being reviewed is regarding means of egress where there is a committee established by the bill. This board can be instrumental in bridging the gap between the state fire code and state building codes in order to maintain safety throughout the state. 

The board was impressed with the improvements implemented at Isle of Shoals they observed in June.  

Next Board meeting will be held Wednesday, December 19th.

It was proposed by Dan Andrus to adjourn this meeting and seconded by Norm Skantze.
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