NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL
June 20, 2012
NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE

110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD

CONCORD, NH  03305

Attendees:  William Mead, Richard Heath, John Ela, Martin Michaelis, Brian Boudreau and J. William Degnan
Absent:  Floyd Hayes, William Ruoff, Norman Skantze, Daniel Andrus, and Alan Clark
Host:  Chief William Sullivan, Rye Fire Department
Escort: Rye Lieutenant/Fire Prevention Officer Jeffrey DiBartolomeo
Vicky Hardy, Star Island Host

Jack Farrell, Facilities Director Star Island

Meeting Called to Order at 10:25 AM

The group waived the reading and approval of the minutes from March 28, 2012  until the next meeting as a quorum was not present.
Fire Marshal Degnan will institute a monthly activity report which will be emailed to all members. Perhaps in the future it can be posted on the website for all members to access.

The Fire Marshal’s Office is now working with the FY2013 budget which had been approved by the legislature in spring of 2011.

The Fiscal year 2014-2015 maintenance budget will be 10% less of the 2012 expenditures.  All activities required to be in the Governor’s Office by September.  
Elections this fall will mean a new Governor and some new Legislators which will bring a new approach and way of thinking. There are many unknowns at this time and we will prepare a bare bones budget again to meet the mission in the most fiscally responsible manner possible.
Certain items cannot be cut as they are controlled by other departments.  Salaries/positions will/may take a hit.  Vehicles are getting old.   Three crown vics are over five years old.  The budget for a car is for five years (150,000 miles) They are driven an average of 25,000 miles a year.
Legislative Update:

HB 137 – Has not been signed by the Governor yet.  It will change the way we adopt the state Fire Codes. Building and Fire Codes will hopefully run concurrent.  State Fire Codes are in place and will be carried over.  Richard volunteered to send out a notice to all groups listed in the Bill to inform them before the Governor signs.  NH Joint committee informational minutes will be posted on the website.  They came to a middle ground and this version is before the Governor.
HB 479 – carries in 153-479.  Fire Marshal Degnan is redoing the MOU between the Fire Marshal’s Office and Health and Human Services.  The names of the Inspectors will be added which will increase the credibility of their work.

HB 517 – Stalled – To merge plumbing and gas will be worked on over the summer, Fire Marshal Degnan feels Oil should have a seat on the Mechanical Board.   
HB 1480 – Sprinklers of buildings of cultural and historical importance-was changed to require notice of appeals process when issuing a violation notice. The bill has been signed by the Governor
Electrician Board will be housed under a different group, they will be transferred to the NH Joint Board.  July 1, 2013.  

Manufactured Housing Inspections now totally under the NH Joint Board.

SB 239 – signed

SB 331 – Surviving Spouse Eligibility now the qualified survivor beneficiary has to be a dependent.

Other Business:

Rules have to be written to cover Fire Marshal’s Office cost for permits.

Rules have to be written for operation of the Board of Fire Control to meet HB 137 changes.

Study on Sky Lanterns:  They are an uncontrolled fire.  Suggestion: Fire Marshal Degnan talk to the FAA.  Lebanon has air space and a question was brought up if they need clearance from the FAA. Hawaii has completed a study that the lanterns do come back to earth still lit.

Third Party Plan Review suspended until firm protocols are in place.  This applies to any building the Fire Marshal’s Office looks at.  Presently all plan reviews are in house.

Fire Extinguishers:  only if Fire or Building Code requires fire alarms system and  
New Construction only
Upcoming Events:  

July 10-12- National Association of State Fire Marshals’ Conference 

Church Landing in Meredith

Opening Ceremonies on July 10, all are welcome.  All are also invited to the Tuesday evening Dinner Cruise on the Mt. Washington.

Let Fire Marshal Degnan know if you plan to attend.

Next meeting September 19, 2012 at 9:30 am in Concord.

Meeting Adjourned:  11:45 am and was proceeded by a tour of Star Island’s buildings and resources by the Facilities Director:  Jack Farrell
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