
NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL 
MEETING, MARCH 18, 2015 

9:30 AM 
IPOC MEDIA ROOM 

110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD 
CONCORD, NH 

 
 
Attendees:  J. William Degnan, Max Schultz, Richard Heath, John Ela, Martin 
Michaelis, Steven Freitas and Norman Skantze. 
 
Absent:  Allan Clark, Dan Andrus, William Mead, Floyd Hayes and Brian 
Boudreau 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 9:38 am by Richard Heath. 
 
Minutes from the December 17, 2014 meeting could not be approved because there 
was not a full quorum. 
 
Report of State Fire Marshal 
 
The Fire Marshal spoke about proposed budget cuts throughout the state.  The 
DOT will be the hardest hit if their budget is not approved at the State House.  So 
far the Fire Marshal’s office proposed budget will stand as presented with no 
expected changes.  In the past this office has stayed within its budget and do not 
see any increases over the next two years.  In the future there may be challenges 
keeping within the budget if there are no new taxes or fees.  Lower fuel costs have 
helped this year. 
 
The Fire Marshal’s office has some older vehicles which will need to be replaced 
in the next few years.  Bill Degnan stated that lease vehicles would be the way to 
go by restricting the length of time the department keeps a vehicle.  This has been 
proposed but legislature does not support this idea. 
 
There are divisions in the Fire Marshal’s Office who are part of the 125% general 
fund.  They are Modular, Mechanical Licensing, Tramway and Amusement.  The 
modular division is starting to pick up in activity.  The certifications and label 
requests for the modular industry have struggled since 2008.    
 
There was a discussion regarding the FMO’s ability to be compensated for 
inspections for towns without building inspectors.  Bill Degnan mentioned that a 
rule has passed to allow this office to collect fees for building permits.  This may 
go into effect within six months.  It’s quite possible that once towns realize they 
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could benefit from the funds from permits they may include a building inspector 
into their budgets. 
 
Max Schultz spoke about the changes within the department.  Keith Rodenhiser 
was promoted to Bureau Chief/Deputy Fire Marshal.  John Southwell retired in 
January leaving two district chief positions open as well as the new district chief 
position for special operations. 
 
Stacey Dubois was promoted as District Chief over District 1 which covers the 
upper half of the state.  She was an intern with our office in 2005/2006 and was 
hired as an investigator soon after.  She also is certified as a canine handler and 
also oversees the public education section which includes Mary MacCaffrie and 
Sheryl Nielsen. 
 
Danielle Cole was promoted as District Chief over District 2 which covers the 
lower half of the state.  She was with State Police prior to joining our division. 
 
Tom Riley was promoted to District Chief covering special operations which 
includes fireworks and hazmat units.  He was in law enforcement prior to joining 
our office.  All three district chiefs will be covering their areas until the three 
investigators are hired. 
 
All three investigators positions have been posted.  This is an extensive process 
which includes a physical test, written test and if selected then oral boards, 
polygraph test and background test.  They must have an Associate’s degree along 
with five years’ experience in a related field.  All investigators will take training at 
the Fire Academy as well as the National Academy.   
 
A question was raised regarding applicants for investigators positions on drug 
testing and if this has been an issue.  Max responded by saying that it has been a 
challenge mostly with younger applicants who apply and don’t pass the drug 
testing or the polygraph test.   
 
Max spoke about some of the cases the office is working on.  There was a 
conviction for the arsons that occurred in Durham.  With the investigators working 
together with the local law enforcement they were able to get this conviction. 
 
There was also a conviction for arsons in Laconia.  Both of these incidents 
involved alcohol.   
 
On March 9th in Swanzey this office found an unlicensed gas fitter doing gas work 
and falsifying information.  Norm Skantze says this is a real problem they are 
having in Swanzey. 
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The Fire Marshal mentioned that the mechanical division works well with the 
investigators to investigate people who are doing unlicensed work.  He was 
disappointed when the Electrical Licensing moved over to the Joint Board along 
with the inspectors.  The Joint Board office does not have the same connection and 
willingness to work together for the safety of citizens of New Hampshire as the 
mechanical division does.  The Fire Marshal was opposed to the electrical 
inspectors moving with the licensing division for that reason. 
 
The Fire Marshal talked about the status of the Balsalms Resort in Dixville and 
how this office will be involved with the planning and the work that will ensue.  
The plan is to expand the ski area which will include more trails on the other side 
of the existing trails along with a new lodge.  This also includes running a gondola 
to the ski area from the hotel.  The hotel will be expanded with some of the 
existing buildings to include a new dining room and upgrades to make this a 5 star 
hotel.  They plan to open the hotel in July 2016 and the ski area to open December 
2016. 
 
The Fire Marshal had a meeting with Maria Devlin who is a representative for the 
Red Cross to come up with a plan to get smoke detectors in all homes.  The plan is 
to target the fire chiefs in the northern part of the state and help them bring 
awareness to their communities and provide detectors and training to those in need 
of detectors.  Maria hopes to have this program continued to all fire chiefs in New 
Hampshire. 
 
Old Business 
 
House Bill 427 (Relative to the definition of the New Hampshire fire code) passed 
the house but was challenged by one person in the senate.  The floor amended to 
have this bill tabled and won’t come forward for three years.  The Fire Marshal 
asked that the fire service get involved to have this brought forward sooner.  This 
affects assisted living and other services provided to house those who cannot stay 
at home.  These establishments are set up with certain criteria and personnel to 
assist in case of fire evacuations and situations.  If all are required to house 
someone with disabilities, they would need a one on one contact person and many 
of these places are not designed to do so. 
 
Snow has been an issue this year creating problems with covered up vents, meters 
and second means of egress.  This office posted notices for removing snow on the 
website and by emails.  The Fire Marshal heard from the public on how successful 
these notices were. 
 
All newly installed windmills have had the fire suppressions installed in the 
Plymouth area.  Any windmills erected prior to these did not have suppressions 
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installed.  They will be required for any future windmills installed in New 
Hampshire. 
 
There was a question about solar panels and being off the grid and causing fires.  
The investigators in the Fire Marshal’s office are scheduled to attend training 
regarding this topic.  This office will be better prepared to help with any incidents 
that come up regarding solar panels. 
 
Director Degnan has been working on getting the NFPA to establish a standard for 
carbon monoxide detectors across the nation.  This came about due to an employee 
who died in a cooler from carbon monoxide poisoning while working for Legal 
Seafood’s  Restaurant.  The owner has been very supportive of making this 
mandatory in all commercial buildings.  Other considerations would be gas 
fireplaces and attached garages. 
 
Director Degnan mentioned that the NASFM conference will be held in Nashville, 
Tennessee the end of July.  Check firemarshals.org for more information. 
 
New Business:  Legislative Bill Updates 
 
Director Degnan covered several legislative bills as listed below: 
 
HB 109:   relative to the testing of backflow devices, Ought To Pass 
HB 130:   relative to the use of blue lights on emergency vehicles-This would be 
available to fire responders and very helpful since the public seems to respond to 
blue lights better than red. 
HB 162:   Transferring authority for explosives and fireworks rules from the 
director of State Police to the Commissioner of Safety-The licensing portion has 
already moved to this office.  This bill will bring the rules under Safety. 
HB 196:   Requiring the removal of identifying features from vehicles formerly 
used as ambulances-Hearing scheduled for March 24, 2015. 
HB 492:   Relative to military and historic re-enactments and commemorations-
This passed the committee and with some changes at the house it should pass. 
HP 533:   Relative to arc-fault-circuit breaker protection in residential 
construction-NFPA testified the benefits of using these breakers by giving 
examples of cases where rodents chewed through wires and caused fires. 
SB 18:   Prohibiting the use of PVC piping as a flue material for venting 
combustion gasses-This bill was created because of several deaths in Plaistow from 
CO poisoning.  There was work done on the vent by using PVC and this bill is 
trying to prevent the use of PVC on heat vents.  This incident was actually an 
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installer issue, not the type of product used.  Some PVC piping manufacturers say 
you should not use PVC piping for heating and others say don’t use PVC at certain 
temperatures.  A follow up on this bill will be sent to board members for review. 
SB 125:  relative to certification and licensure for mold assessment or remediation 
services-This is scheduled for March 31, 2015 in LOB 306 
SB 146:   relative to accessory dwelling units-Ought to Pass 
SB 259:   relative to place of assembly licenses-This bill was proposed to clarify 
the fire marshal’s role in regulating the use of tents, BBQ equipment and selling 
alcohol during ice events.  The Fire Marshal is keeping an eye on this bill.  This 
needs to stay within the Fire Code division.  Other departments are not trained for 
unexpected emergencies. 
HB 490:   prohibiting the retail sale of reloadable aerial shell fireworks-This bill 
was killed. 
 
The rule making for transportation of propane odorant fade was discussed.  There 
needs to be better record keeping, testing and marking of rail cars.  Labeling cars 
must be top priority. 
 
The self-inspection program is in place for all school inspections and inspections 
of state owned buildings in each town.  These reports are completed by the town’s 
fire department and sent to the Fire Marshal’s Office.  Colleges are inspected by 
the Fire Marshal’s Office.  A list of all the state owned properties will be entered 
into Firehouse software to keep track of buildings that are or are not inspected.  
Rob Farley is currently adding this information into this program. 
 
Dates were selected for the board to meet the rest of 2015.  They are as follows: 
 
  Wednesday, June 17, 2015 
  Wednesday, September 16, 2015 
  Wednesday, December 16, 2015 
  Wednesday, March 16th, 2016 
 
It was proposed to adjourn the meeting by Martin Michaelis, seconded by Steven 
Freitas.  All Approved. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:27pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


