Board of Fire Control Meeting

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

9:30 AM

State Fire Marshal’s Office

Concord, NH

 Attendees:  John D Ela, Brian Boudreau, Martin Michaelis, Richard Heath, J.                     William Degnan, Dan Andrus, Allen Clark

Absent:  John DeSilva, James Todd, Floyd Hayes, Bill Ruoff, Bill Mead

Meeting called to order by Chairman Richard Heath at 9:47 am.

Motion to accept the meeting minutes from December 14, 2010 were approved by all board members.
Report of the Fire Marshal:
There have been some serious incidents in the past year including the Colebrook fire, homicide in Pittsburg involving a car fire plus daily interaction of inspectors in each department.  
There has been an increase of phone calls from the public asking questions which is a good thing, since it gets us out there in the public eye and the public has a line of communication with the different trades.
A questionnaire was sent to each employee asking for their input regarding morale and how to improve conditions in the office.  This data will help plan for the future of FMO.
Outreach program for gasfitters is scheduled for May and offered to Fire Departments across the state.  Lancaster school had an inspection class and it was a full class.  It was very successful.

The Fire Academy has a new director.  FMO is hoping that he’ll continue with the training classes with the FMO’s support.

John Raymond is working on a project looking at fire fatalities by using data by incidents as sources.  He will be working on how many fires each year, fatalities each year, demographics, homes with smoke detectors, etc.  He will also be looking into the origin of a fire, compare residential fires with commercial fires.  Also comparing how the outreach programs have helped in reducing fatalities and where improvements could be made. 
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When this information is gathered and put on paper, it will bring awareness to the public of how important safety organizations are to the community.  The FMO has an intern who will be working on this project with John Raymond.

Report on child fatalities will be forthcoming.  There are many factors regarding child fatalities caused by car accidents, bicycles, pools, etc.  FMO feels with future education and prevention classes will help prevent many accidents.  Some ideas to help increase awareness can be accomplished by distributing flyers in public areas.
Many accidents happen at the college level with power strips being the main problem due to improper use.

Licensing through the L2K program is being used in the electrical and mechanical department and just introduced to the plumbing department.  Manufactured Housing and Modular are not on the program at this time.  This program will be a real plus for staff to support each other when they are on vacation, etc.

Maine is doing a Fire Fatality study of medical oxygen deaths.  New Hampshire has the lowest in the New England states.  In 2007 there were 101 deaths, 23 smoking related deaths and 3 medical oxygen deaths.  Maine had 136 deaths, 31 smoking related deaths and 5 medical oxygen deaths.
The southern states fatality rates are much higher and it’s thought that they do not have enough prevention education.  Population could be a factor for high incidents.  Demographics, income also appear to be factors.
Place of Assembly permit forms on the website need to be revisited and updated.  Many units stating that it is not user friendly.
There are some new bulletins added to the website.  There is one on tent and cooking requirement at fairs and carnivals.  There is a new bulletin regarding safety at indoor ice rinks due to the incident at Proctor Academy where 44 children were exposed to fumes.

Dan Andrus mentioned the training his crew received from the class that Les Cartier taught on awareness of exposure to drug chemicals in residential areas.  He said this was very informative and felt it was much needed and said that Les did a wonderful job explaining what is currently going on in New Hampshire with meth labs, etc.
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Regulation of stair geometry came up for discussion for the modular industry.  It was felt that this is a regulation that should be standard across the industry 
including stick built.  There was no data found to support accidents from the change of stair geometry.  Martin mentioned that accidents on stairs happen mostly with the elderly.  It appears that age has a factor and they sometimes have a difficult time adjusting to changes that they are experiencing physically.
A big thank you went out to John Ela, Martin Michaelis and Ron Anstey for producing the results of the above information.
State Fire Code Revision – nothing has changed, still waiting to get through JLCAR.  An email will go out when public notice is sent.

B of FC and BCRB combined committee – There was a summary report in the packet for each member.  

New Business:

Bill Degnan discussed the results of legislative issues that the FMO has been watching.  He mentioned that he’s been discouraged over the tabling of some bills that would be beneficial to the people in the state.  Would it be possible to notify those people who have an interest in the bills being proposed so there would be support in the state house?  Bill Degnan feels that it may not be of much help, due to the unpredictability of the legislature.  Many have called the FMO with their concerns with the bills proposed in the legislature.

The governor proposed a 95% budget.  Most of the cuts would come from other departments in the state.  Not expecting any in the Department of Safety.  In our office positions open from people leaving has not been filled.  Budget is still a work in progress.

Mention was made regarding fabric used for fire tests and the industry is still using same regulations since the 1950’s.  

A motion was made by Allen Clark to nominate Director William Degnan to Chairman of the Circle Award.  Richard Heath will work with Deb on producing a letter to the organization by March 31st.  Motion was seconded by Dan Andrus.  The motion was approved unanimously.

A discussion concerning what date the board should meet ensued and it was decided that Tuesday’s worked better than Wednesday.  There will be the annual Mt. Washington Boat trip on the first Monday in May at 10:00 am at Centre Harbor
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Martin Michaelis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded by Allen Clark.  All approved and meeting adjourned at 12:19 pm.

