Board of Fire Control Meeting

June 7th 2011

New Hampshire State Fire Marshal’s Office

110 Smokey Bear Blvd

Concord NH 03305


Attendees:  Floyd Hayes, John Ela, Allan Clark, Richard Heath, Brian Boudreau, J. William Degnan, Robert Farley and Jeff Cyr.
Absent:  William Ruoff, Don Andrus, Martin Michaelis and William Mead

Meeting called to order at 9:40 am

A moment of silence was observed for former board member James Todd who passed away on March 30, 2011.

Deviated from the agenda Director Degnan had to excuse himself for another meeting.

Director Degnan gave the Legislative Report

Part-time employees can work 32 hours.

HB 56: Law establishes proper observance of September 11. 

HB 62:   Definition of the NH Building Code (inexpedient to Legislate)

HB 109: Band residential sprinkler (Passed Senator)

HB 137:  State Fire Code / State Building Code study committee with the Building Code Review Board to look at the 2 codes retained.
HB 260: Retained

HB 291: Permissible Fire Works what ever CPS approves will be accepted in NH except bottle rockets and fire crackers (Passed House & Senate)

HB 317:  CO devices / Smoke Alarm rewritten for NFPA Code also existing 2 year phase in exclude single family dwelling (Passed House & Senate)

HB 355: Citation Authority expanded to unlicensed gas, electrical and plumbing

HB 394: Oil Heat Technician (retained)

HB 645:  Eliminate Taxes and Fees since 2007 (retained)

SP 91: Automatic Sprinkler Passed House went to Senate Committee meeting 6/7/11

SB 110: State Fire Code would not apply to any Existing Building (Killed)

- Establish License Plate for Fire Fighters (ITL)

-Audio and Video recording passed house, Senate judiciary committee concerns with private information of people.

Chairman Heath asked question with regards to structure:

-Looking to merge plumbing and gas and rename the board Mechanical Licensing Board

-Save the technicians money with combinations of licensing

-Hurdles with plumbers 

-Currently no board regulates the gas licensing

Director Degnan excuses himself

Return to the order of the Agenda

Motion was made by Brian Boudreau to approve the meeting minutes from the March 16th meeting, Allan Clark Seconded.  Meeting minutes approved by all

Deputy Fire Marshal Robert Farley took over the meeting for the Director.

Report of the Fire Marshal:
Activity has been steady since the last meeting 32 cases have been logged 2 fatalities; Londonderry was a double fatal and the other was in Fitzwilliam.  There was a death investigation at the Hooksett Tolls due to a motor vehicle crash.  The death of the driver was a result of the crash not fire.

Inspections have been busy. Mechanical Inspectors are concentrating on the seasonal properties to ensure work is being done by licensed people.  The inspectors who cover the areas are doing random spot checks and are working with the local officials who ask for assistance.
There have been 7 new modular complains; 4 complaints in Laconia and 1 in Bethlehem.  Chief Walsh just returned from doing audits for the Modular program in Pennsylvania.

State Fire Code:

The revisions are almost complete; the attorney has been given the green light to file the revisions a public hearing will be scheduled, there will be a period for public comments and a period to make additional changes from the public input.

Fatal Fire Project:

Intern working for the division is putting together a report consisting of a 10 year period of fatal fires that have occurred in the state. Included in this report is there any issues associated with the fatalities common factors such as smoke detectors.  

License 2000 (L2K):
License 2000 is an off the shelf commercial program that is used in the licensing section to collect data for all licensees and issue licenses.  Electrical was the first to be converted, Gas Licensing was second, Plumbing is third and next will be the Voluntary Certification of Fire Protection Equipment Technicians.  
New Business:

Jeff Cyr Chief Mechanical Inspector addressed the board with information of an issue with Propane Odorant.  Deputy Farley and Chief Cyr will be attending a meeting June 16th with regards to the issue; where and how to handle the issue.  An issue came to light back in September 2010 from the State Fire Marshal’s Office in Massachusetts when an explosion occurred that distributers didn’t do any blending.  Since then spot checks have been done (4-6 times a month). Working with the Hazardous Materials Coordinator, Les Cartier with new facilities coming on line also working with Propane Gas Association of New England to determine potential risks.  2 areas of concerns are facilities are doing the tests themselves; 1 in Vermont and the second concern is the process and progress.  Currently working on a document to share information with other agencies.  The problem has occurred at the loading facilities.  Propellant does not have odorant and loader itself may have not inserted the odorants. 

Residential Sprinklers:

Handouts in packet, UL report and letters the Fire Marshal wrote.

Gave each board member a CO Safety poster that was designed by Shrvani from Merrimack.
September 6th 2011 next meeting
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