



NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL
December 19, 2012
NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE

110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD

CONCORD, NH  03305

Attendees:  Richard Heath, William Mead, Alan Clark, Daniel Andrus, John Ela, Martin Michaelis, Norman Skantze, Brian Boudreau, Floyd Hayes and William Degnan
Absent:  William Ruoff
Meeting Called to Order at 9:40 AM by Richard Heath.
A motion by William Mead was made to approve September 19, 2012 meeting minutes. It was seconded by Dan Andrus.  All approved.
Fire Marshal Degnan asked for a moment of silence in memory of the school shooting tragedy which occurred in Connecticut last week.
Status of NH State Fire Marshal’s Office:

The statistical bulletins used to document the activities in the Fire Marshal’s office will be sent electronically in order to save time and money.  Commissioner Barthelmes is in favor of using today’s technology whenever possible.  

The department may have an opportunity to add another full time investigator which will bring the level of coverage up to a standard not seen since 1992.  The department is in need of someone who could represent the Fire Marshal’s office in court regarding engineering cases and help with inspection of commercial buildings that have been vacant for years and in need of upgrades before occupancy permits can be given.
Governor Maggie Hassan has similar views as Governor John Lynch and is a supporter of the Fire Safety Division.

The electrician’s board will be moving to The Joint Board on July 1, 2013.  Director Degnan feels that moving the electrical inspectors to the Joint Board is a mistake.  They take care of safety issues and they should be under the safety division where they would have invaluable resources available to them.  Our office will be open to any of the electrical inspectors if they have questions or concerns.  The public would contact the NH Joint Board if they need an electrical inspector.

The licensing division would fit well with the Joint Board since they are set up for that type of administration and the move should be a smooth one.  As for the inspectors, they are not familiar with the enforcement side and this could be problematic.
The Fire Marshal’s office has been working together with Emergency Management regarding the tragic event in Connecticut.  The director has been helping them understand that even though they have a strong desire to keep all children in NH safe, they need to follow the life safety rules and the means of egress while determining ways to keep unwanted people in the schools.  During the early stages emotions are running high and other factors could get lost in the equation during these discussions.
Director Degnan reported on the results one group is studying regarding residential sprinklers and single head designs.  The first area of concern was the cost of this design.  Members of this group agreed to study the results of other states that have instituted these designs and report at the next meeting.  
Old Business:

State Fire Code Revision:  The life safety code for 2012 should be the same as 2009. The Fire Marshal asked the committee to take a look at both and if they find any items needing amending, to let him know.  The process of keeping up with changes should prove to be easier. 
The life safety code and building code should work separately with officials following the code which has the greater safety.

The Fire Marshal stated confidence in the new legislature voted in this past November. Director Degnan mentioned LSR 57 which covers the title of Fire Marshal and who is authorized to use that title.  It looks like most will be in agreement that this title should only be used by the State Fire Marshal and not on a town basis.  

Fireworks bills have come forward again after the incident in Pelham this summer.  It has been suggested that the law return to the previous law banning fireworks from past years.

Director Degnan commented on several bills being introduced which include voluntary sprinkler suppression installations, life safety and generators, Regional Planning Commission working on definitions of flood areas, hazardous materials and coin operated rides at malls, shopping centers.
There was discussion regarding HB 137 rule development.  Any recommendations or changes to the rule will be brought to the board and the board will make the decisions and then changes will be given to the legislature for review.  Parts of HB 137 were discussed on rules of process for application in decision making.  Starting with Section 214.03 (b) all meetings should be posted and open to public.  The board has control over meeting dates and they are scheduled by chairman’s approval.

Section 214.03 (d) covers scheduling a meeting following a board vote.  Unless it is an item where there is imminent danger, these can be scheduled by chairman’s approval.
The board discussed several questions that were brought up.  The first one was how many people should be present to be considered a quorum section 105.02.  In order to vote on any rules or regulations a quorum must be present.  Voting by email was discussed but the rules state that members must be present to vote.  The following were suggestions for a definition of a quorum.  Majority plus 1 or 50% of sitting board plus one.
It was suggested that the Fire Marshal work on definitive language for what constitutes a quorum and present at next meeting.  A motion was made by Dan Andrus and seconded by William Mead.  All approved.

Alan made a motion that the language to 214.01 be changed to read (b) Upon receipt of a petition, the board shall vote whether to send the matter to a public hearing to be held at the next scheduled meeting.

204.01 to be changed to read (d) Notwithstanding any rule to the contrary, if imminent public safety issues are at stake, the board shall waive the need for a public hearing and adopt the rule change, however a public hearing shall be held following scheduled meeting.
106.01 title to be changed to read:  Appointments of Committees removing 
“sub” from the title.

Also a change to 103.02 (4) Remove the word “act” in the definition.

Dan Andrus seconded the motion.  All Approved.

Once the Fire Marshal completes these changes he will email copies of rules to each board member.  Phone links into board meetings are considered in attendance when unable to physically attend board meetings.
This board is protected from legal accusations.  The Attorney General’s office represents all board members as long as the issue was not intentional.
Break for Lunch.

New Business:

NASFM – pipeline emergencies are available to all fire departments online and the program is free and can be downloaded.  Fire Marshal Degnan mentioned the conference he attended in Washington DC which covered all areas of fire safety and how to present it to the public.  Copies of items covered are in each member’s packet and one of the presentations at the conference covered the flammability of furniture and the hazard they cause in home fires.
Fire Marshal Degnan found it interesting how they compared older homes with homes built today and the types of materials used in today’s homes.  They are finding that many of the materials used today contribute to the increased sustainability of home fires.  In older homes many materials have not been treated with products that contribute to fire.

Other items discussed at this conference were the type of glass installed in homes and how they contribute to the spreading of a fire.  Director Degnan said the time at this conference was well spent.

LP Gas Odorant Issue:  This is an item that has come up recently with several instances where LP gas is being shipped by trains into New Hampshire and the odorant was not added which is a requirement for safety reasons.  Massachusetts is finding the same situations and their fire marshal’s office is working with Director Degnan for solutions or ways to bring this to the attention of the PUC.  PUC wants to install meters that detect odor which work in certain situations but not always when the product is being transported.
The meeting dates have been determined for 2013 which will be, March 20th, June 19th, Sept 18th and December 18th.  It was suggested to have the meetings at other locations in the state during the months of June and September and to invite the local politicians to attend.

Richard Hatch has asked that someone be appointed as chairman.  He is stepping down and would like someone else to take the helm.  He asked all to think about this and bring their recommendations to the next board meeting in March.  

It was also mentioned that a vice chairman should be elected in March according to the rules.  

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting for 2012 by Dan Andrus.  It was seconded by Martin Michaelis.  All approved.  Meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm.
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