
NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL 
MEETING, DECEMBER 18, 2013 

9:30 AM 
NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE 

110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD 
CONCORD, NH  03305 

 
 
 

Attendees:  Allan Clark, Floyd Hayes, Richard Heath, Keith Rodenhiser, Jon 
Osgood from PUC 
 
Absent:  John Ela, Daniel Andrus, Norman Skantze, Brian Boudreau, William 
Mead, Martin Michaelis 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 9:53 AM by Richard Heath. 
 
A motion was made by Floyd Hayes to approve September 18, 2013 meeting 
minutes. It was seconded by Allan Clark.  All approved. 
 
Report of State Fire Marshal 
 
Fire Marshal Degnan was assisting at the scene of an accident on 293 involving a 
propane truck and was unable to attend this meeting.  District Chief Keith 
Rodenhiser presided in his place. 
 
Keith updated the board with some organizational changes.  Max Schultz is now 
Assistant Director taking John Raymond’s place.  Keith Rodenhiser is now a 
District Chief taking the place of Max Schultz.  William Clark will be retiring 
December 31, 2013 so the department is currently looking for three candidates to 
cover the open positions. 
 
All other departments are fully staffed and very busy. 
 
Tramway is under the wing of the Fire Marshal’s Office.  It was mentioned that a 
representative from the board attend the Tramway Board Meetings for better 
understanding and continuity regarding the safety of the public. 
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There has been some consolidation at the Fire Marshal’s office with the 
electricians moving over to the NH Joint Board.  The plumbing and mechanical 
licensing has moved from 33 Hazen Drive back to 110 Smokey Bear Blvd and 
cross training has begun for the plumbing and mechanical inspectors.  The division 
is now divided up into four bureaus:  Bureau of Investigations, Bureau of Special 
Operations and Communications, Bureau of Building Safety and Construction and 
the Bureau of Administration. 
 
This winter season started out with a high number of woodstove and chimney fires.  
This past weekend there were several woodstove/fireplace/chimney fires in which 
two of the fires almost had fatalities.  There has also been a high incident of lack of 
smoke detectors which prompts this department to educate the public on the 
awareness of proper use of smoke detectors and the use and care of woodstoves 
and fireplaces. 
 
The board decided to have four meetings in 2014 with the dates as follows:   
March 19th, June 18th, September 17th and December 17th 

 
Jon Osgood from the Public Utilities Commission spoke about the status of the 
Building Code Review Board which meets the second Tuesday of every month.  
There was some discussion regarding a representative from this board attending 
their meetings so there is continuity between the two boards.  He spoke mainly 
about the changes for electricians and how they will be going through training on 
the new requirements during the 2014 year so all licensed electricians will be up to 
date with the upcoming changes starting January 1, 2014. 
 
The director asked Keith, by cell phone, to elaborate on the criminal cases this 
office has been involved with.  The first case Keith spoke about was the Colebrook 
case involving the deaths of two individuals from an explosion at a gunpowder 
factory that occurred in May 2010.  Mr. Sanborn was the individual on trial who 
was found guilty of manslaughter, and later sentenced up to 20 years in prison for 
not providing safety measures for his employees. 
 
The second case was one that occurred in Keene 20 years ago where 4 people died 
by an intentionally set fire and the recent cold case group brought forth this case in 
which Mr. McLeod was brought back to NH to stand trial for this fire.  The Fire 
Marshal’s Office was involved with helping the Attorney General’s office and the 
Bureau of ATF prepare for testimony and trial.   
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The third case was an individual in Middleton who was found guilty of arson and 
sentenced to prison. 
 
There are two arson cases in Merrimack County that this office is working on, as 
well as an arson case in Henniker in which the suspect is awaiting trial. 
 
Two juveniles were arrested for the Palace Theatre fire in Berlin which occurred 
last week. 
 
A question was raised regarding the requirements of becoming an investigator for 
the State Fire Marshal’s office.  Keith stated that the individual has to come from a 
fire investigative background and/or a law enforcement background with 
knowledge/interest in fire investigation.  They would ideally have a fire science 
degree or some similarly related field. Some of the recent candidates have come to 
us from State Police. They must also possess the ability to relate to the public, fire 
service, and law enforcement in order to provide customer service on behalf of the 
Fire Marshal’s office.  
 
The role of the Fire Marshal’s office at a fire scene is to assist the local fire chief 
when the fire chief has contacted this office and requested the aid of an 
investigator.   
 
Jon Osgood spoke about the role of a building inspector and how they will be 
instructed in the upcoming changes to electrical standards.  All agreed that State 
Fire Codes are necessary for the safety of the citizens of New Hampshire.   
 
Director Degnan was reached by phone and discussed whether to vote by phone on 
the final approval of the Board of Fire Control Organizational Rules.  The board 
did not have a full quorum to vote but it was suggested to do a vote with missing 
members by phone.  After some discussion it was decided that Deb Knowlton 
would contact Dave Hiltz regarding the legality of a vote by phone and to ask him 
what the deadline date is to accomplish this vote. 
 
Floyd Hayes made a motion to adjourn this meeting.  It was seconded by Richard 
Heath.  All approved. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:15am. 
 


