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NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL 
MEETING, June 15, 2016 

9:30 AM 
STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE 

110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD 
CONCORD, NH 

 
 
Attendees:  J. William Degnan, Richard Heath,  Steven Freitas, Floyd Hayes, Allan 
Clark, Dan Andrus, Norman Skantze, William Mead and Martin Michaelis  
 
Absent:  Brian Boudreau and John Ela 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 9:30 am by Richard Heath. 
 
The Fire Marshal called for a moment of silence for the firefighter from New 
Hampton who passed away on June 14, 2016 and for the victims from recent 
violence across our nation. 
 
A motion was made by William Mead to accept the minutes of the March 16, 2016 
meeting.  It was seconded by Dan Andrus.  All approved. 
 
Report of the Fire Marshal. 
 
There have been a number of fires across the state in the past three months 
including the fatal fire in Manchester just weeks ago.  This was an older building 
which had a back deck with a partial enclosure used as a man cave.   
 
The investigation is ongoing and no decision has been made on cause of fire. There 
were several security cameras located on nearby that showed the place of origin of 
the fire. There were working smoke detectors inside but this started as an outside 
fire and was fully engulfed before the detectors went off inside.  The victims died 
of smoke inhalation. 
 
During the same week in Manchester there was another fire caused by incorrect 
disposal of ashes from a smoker grill. 
 
Bill Degnan asked if all were receiving the Governor’s Weekly from Max and they 
had only received one during the three month period.  Director Degnan said he will 
see that they receive this on a weekly basis. 
 
The New England State Fire Marshal’s group reached out to Bill Degnan regarding 
the transport of CSG by tractor trailers to New Hampshire medical facilities.  
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There seems to be a gap between DOT and DES regarding the proper pressure 
according to NFPA 55 but really this is covered under NFPA 52 for fueling 
vehicles, not buildings and would not apply in this situation.   
 
The Fire Marshal reached out to this committee and gave them his support to add 
clarification that this should come under NFPA 58.  There’s a need for this type of 
service and the gas trucks are ready to deliver to these facilities.  New Hampshire 
is one of the few states that have included this type of fueling for medical facilities. 
 
The Tent Safety Summit will be held on Thursday, June 23rd at the auditorium at 
the Fire Academy.  There has been great response and should be a large crowd in 
attendance.  The first part of the summit will be a brief overview of existing 
regulations.  The second part will be a discussion of what other regulations should 
be in place if needed. 
 
Any tent over 50 people in capacity needs a permit to occupy.  This permit should 
be the responsibility of the homeowner or the people responsible for the event.  
The tent owners would not be responsible for the permit but they should check 
with the planners/homeowners to see if they have acquired the permit. In the 
Lancaster event last year the town does not have a Building Inspector and the 
inspection would fall under the State Fire Marshal’s Office but we were never 
notified that they needed someone to do this inspection for the circus. 
 
The largest tents available are used at state universities and they would need a 
Place of Assembly Permit prior to the event.  All towns in New Hampshire would 
be responsible for inspections except in the case that a town does not have a 
building inspector then the state would do the inspection.  
 
We are expecting a large turnout and thing this summit will be a great start to 
making changes if necessary in the tent industry.  
 
Fire Prevention theme this year is Don’t Wait Check the Date.  Dartmouth College 
has taken an interest in carbon monoxide poisoning and ways to prevent deaths.  
The gas industry is behind their research efforts as well.  Health care insurance and 
carbon monoxide prevention will work together on getting the word out to the 
public and should start in the fall. 
 
Vision 20/20 is a website where you can download your own logo’s to add to items 
given out to the public for advertising and education.  The director will send the 
link to this site to the board members. 
 
Massachusetts is looking to require licensing for those who service fire 
extinguishers and wanted New Hampshire to come on board for this task.  The Fire 
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Marshal asked them to contact him once they have done all the research and he 
would examine their findings and see if it would benefit the state to do licensing. 
 
Bill Degnan introduced a booklet written by Chris Christopoulos titled, “CNG 
Portable Piping.”  This booklet covers the benefits of using underground piping 
versus trucks traveling over highways to get the product into the state.  This 
booklet would be helpful in training and hopefully will be available online.   
 
Old Business 
 
On June 30, 2016 the State Fire Code NFPA 101 2015 version will be in effect.  A 
study committee will meet during the summer to go over any discrepancies they 
may find.  There will be training at UNH in October to cover the changes found in 
this version as well as training at Plymouth State University.  The dates for this 
training will be announced.   
 
The building code did not pass the legislature.  The home builders wanted new 
code regarding a modified sprinkler system for basements.  If the 2014 version 
does not get ratified then it will revert to the old version.   
 
Our proposals have not been ratified and will need to be looked at again. 
 
The following bills were discussed: 
 
HB 1266 – Vetoed.  Bill Degnan is hoping they do not override this veto. 
 
SB 446 – Building code vetoed.   
 
HB 533 – This was a bill regarding the use of AFCI’s over regular breakers.  Many 
health facilities were tripping the AFCI’s and the facilities were complaining about 
using these and why couldn’t they go back to regular breakers.  This was a good 
veto. 
 
There has been discussion regarding the zip lines across the state.  They started out 
with concrete construction to carry the lines and now many places are using trees 
as posts for their lines.  The industry does not want this to become a problem so 
they have reached out to help make this better. 
 
HB 1344 – this bill was killed.  Regarding sky lanterns and their use in the state.  
They can be sold but not used UNLESS they are tethered.   
 
HB 1600 – this bill was killed.  Flame throwing devices. 
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SB 310 – Adopted.  This bill was created to protect board members who visit 
construction sites for license issues. 
 
SB 319 – Survivor benefits.  Language corrected to be more specific to family 
dynamics. 
 
SB 396 – ITL – bill killed.  Already in the code. 
 
The NASFM convention this year will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  The 
Director will be speaking on the CNG issue which has become an important issue 
across the nation. 
 
It was mentioned that there is a fund to be used by those in fire service who come 
in contact with gas related products to receive compensation for cleaning, etc.  This 
also covers any canines used at the fire scenes.   
 
Next week is motorcycle week and the Fire Marshal’s office will have people 
assigned to check on occupancy violations. 
 
Dan Andrus gave praise to the men and women of the Fire Marshal’s office who 
are more than willing to help on a local level and commended their professionalism 
displayed during fire events. 
 
A motion was made by Richard Heath to end the meeting.  It was seconded by 
Martin Michaelis.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


