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AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING
Friday, June 10, 2022
10:00am – 12:00pm

______________________

MEMBERS
Arthur Guadano
Board of Architects

33 Hazen Drive,2nd Floor Conference Room
Concord, NH 03305

Jeffrey Trexler, PE
Board of Engineers

Beverly Kowalik, PE
Board of Engineers

CALL to ORDER/QUORUM
Lee F. Carroll, PE
Board of Engineers

Med Kopczynski
NH Municipal Association

Michael Hagan, CFM
NH Building Officials Association

Mark Tetreault, Chief
NH Assoc. of Fire Chiefs

1.
2.

Roll call
Acceptance of minutes of May 13 meeting

LEGISLATIVE STATUS
3.

Chair report

OLD BUSINESS
Peter Lennon, Fire Marshal,
Manchester
NH Assoc. of Fire Chiefs

4.
5.

2018 amendments interim adoption schedule
BCR Rules update

Arthur Rose
Associated General Contractors

NEW BUSINESS
Vice-Chair
John Tuttle
NH Home Builders Assoc.

Michael Soucy
NH Energy Department

Tedd Evans
Mechanical Licensing Board

6.
7.
8.

OTHER BUSINESS
9.

Roger Maynard
P•FGF•HVAC of NH

James Grant
Bureau of Electrical Safety and
Licensing

Vacant
Governor’s Commission on
Disability

William Fraser
NH Electrical Contractors Business
Assoc.

IRC committee report
Reference code amendments
Work plan - fall 2022/spring 2023

_

NEXT MEETING
10. Next meeting September 9, 2022

Draft – MINUTES
These minutes are DRAFT minutes and are posted to comply with RSA 91-A: 2 The Board has not voted
to accept them. Changes may/may not be made prior to their adoption at the next Board meeting.

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE BUILDING CODE REVIEW BOARD
In-person regular meeting May 13, 2022
Members Present:
Philip Sherman, P.E., Chair
Roger Maynard, P•FGF•HVAC of NH
Tedd Evans, Mechanical Licensing Board
Med Kopczynski, NH Municipal Association
Arthur Rose, Associated General Contractors of NH, Inc.
Jeffrey Trexler, Board of Engineers (Structural Engineer)
Michael Soucy, NH Public Utilities Commission
Art Guadano, Board of Architects
Michael Hagan, CFM, NH Building Officials Association
Dean Sotirakopoulos (James Grant alternate), Electricians Board
Absent:
Mark Tetreault, Fire Chief, NH Association of Fire Chiefs
Robert Wentworth (Michael Hagan Alternate), NH Building Officials Association
James Grant, Electricians Board
Peter Lennon, Fire Marshal - Manchester, NH Association of Fire Chiefs
William Fraser, NH Electrical Contractors Business Association
Lee F. Carroll, PE, NH Board of Engineers (Electrical Engineer)
Beverly Kowalik, P.E. Mechanical Engineer
John Tuttle, Vice-Chair, NH Home Builders Association
Also Present:
Erica Webb, Administrative Supervisor NH State Fire Marshal’s Office
Michael Grandy, Assistant Attorney General
Guests:
Jerry Tepe
Bill Mckinney
Chris Skoglund
The meeting, held in-person, was called to order at 10:04am by Chair Sherman. Chair Philip
Sherman proceeded with roll call. A quorum was declared.

Michael Hagan, who has been out of the country for the last month, was invited by Chair
Sherman to give a brief overview of his activities while working on the Polish border of Ukraine
assisting in humanitarian and refugee assistance.
Motion to accept the meeting minutes from April 8, 2022: Jeff Trexler
Seconded: Art Guadano
Abstained: Michael Hagan
No one opposed, Motion Carried
Chair Sherman announced that Mariellen MacKay had officially stepped down from her
position.
LEGISLATIVE STATUS
Chair Sherman gave an update on the pending legislation;
HB 1312 – Relative to the DES rules not being more restrictive than the International Plumbing
Code rules, as adopted by the state building code. This bill has moved on to an Interim Study.
The Chair advised that this was going to be a much larger issue as it will impact the manner in
which all other state agencies interact with the building code.
HB 1681 – Related to the State Building Code. As understood by the Chair, this legislation has
passed both the Senate and the House. After some discussion, the chair will investigate steps
required for the bill to go into effect.
SB 398 – Related to the Joint Code Enforcement Committee. This bill has also passed both the
Senate and the House.
SB 443 – Related to the municipal amendment bill. This bill has also passed both the Senate
and the House.
SB 400 – Related to extended credits for elderly housing to workforce housing. This bill has
been tabled, but some of the verbiage may have been transcribed into another bill. This will
need additional research.
Med Kopczynski gave an overview on a recent FEMA document he obtained and how other
federal agencies are moving toward getting involved with building code development and code
enforcement and what that could mean for the NH Building Code Review Board.
Mandatory Training:
Erica Webb gave a brief reminder that all members to please complete the online training as
required by the Governor’s Executive Order and if they have any trouble doing so to please
contact her so that she can reach out to DoIT. The training has a deadline for June 1, 2021.
OLD BUSINESS

2021 Adoption Schedule: The Chair indicated that he had a conversation with Rep. McGuire
who has indicated that she would not oppose two years on the 2018 codes, followed by two
years on the 2021 codes, then moving to a three year update cycle, as she thought the 2018
codes should be in effect for a while prior to publicly addressing the 2021 codes, next year is a
budget year for the legislature, BCRB potential workload on municipal amendments, and that
the SB398 legislative standing committee would likely not be appointed until early in 2023.
After a short discussion the Chair asked for an official vote knowing now about the additional
issues that could get in the way of a shorter adoption schedule to establish the Building Code
Review Boards official position to support a 2-year plan.
Motion: Tedd Evans
Motion 2nd: Art Guadano
No one opposed. Motion Carries.
2018 Amendments:
The Chair reminded the board that even in the years that the BCRB is not reviewing a new code
for adoption the board is still expected to consider amendments that may be brought up for
additional ratification. The board discussed what an acceptable dead line or time table for
reviewing amendments could look like and how holding the related public meetings could be
done in a manner that is both reasonable and efficient.
BRC Rules Update:
The administrative rules that govern the Building Code Review Board are, in part, out of date.
The Chair reminded the board that the rules have not been updated since the ratification
method changed, and that the NH Building Code is not BCR 300 anymore. Municipalities are
also supposed to be sending the State their code amendments, which only three have done. .
This discussion expanded into how the BCRB can expect to look the amendments with the
adoption of SB 443. The Chair would like to see the BRC Rules looked at and see that they are
updated in places that they obviously need to be updated and in order to ensure that there is
not a reason to review the administrative rules twice the BCRB should consider what the rules
will need to be updated to in order to accommodate the municipality amendment processes
that are going to need to be addressed in the fall.
Committee Reports:
Jeff Trexler presented the 2021 IBC Significant Changes Report to the Building Code Review
Board.
Additional:
Med Kopczinski discussed the Connecticut code amendment that exempts certain one and two
family dwellings being converted to Group R-2, with no more than four dwelling units, from
sprinkler requirements.

The next meeting is scheduled for June 10th to be held at 33 Hazen Drive, Concord NH 03305 in
the second floor conference room.

Chair Sherman adjourned the meeting at 11:53am.
MEETING ADJOURNED

2021 IRC Committee report
May 11, 2022
TO: Philip Sherman, Chairman NH Building Code Review Board
From: John Tuttle | AIA, Chair 2021 IRC Review Committee NH-BCRB
RE: Summary Report- 2018-2021 IRC Changes
IBC Subcommittee Members:
John Tuttle, NH Home Builders Association, BCRB Member, Member of the IBC Subcommittee
Art Rose, BCRB Member
Med Kopczynski, BCRB Member
Mike Hagan, BCRB Member (Stepped down mid review)
IRC Subcommittee’s Task:
Review code changes in the 2018 International Residential Code -The Subcommittee utilized International Code Council published “2021
IRC Update”.
This Update was used as a matrix to track all noted “significant changes”. Each proposed change was reviewed regarding a potential cost
impact. The Subcommittee used the following terminology:
• “+” – The proposed change would represent a cost increase.
• “ - ” – The proposed change would represent a decrease in cost.
• “Null” – The proposed change would be neutral – with no increase or decrease in cost.
• “N/A” The proposed chance was not found applicable to New Hampshire.
The Subcommittee was not charged with recommending or identifying any possible amendments to the proposed 2021 International
Residential Code, merely review it as published.
However, the committee did review the list of existing IRC amendments to the IRC 2018 and noted which of them would apply to the 2021
IRC.

Respectfully Submitted,
John Tuttle | AIA,
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Chapter 1: Scope and Administration
Code Section
2021
2018
R102.7.1
R102.7.1
Clarification

Section Title

Cost

Additions, Alterations or
Repairs

Null

Code Section
2021
2018
R202
R202
Clarification

Section Title

Cost

Description of Change

Definition of Emergency Escape
and Rescue Opening

Null

R202
Clarification

Definition of Townhouse

Null

Definitions for emergency escape and rescue openings and grade
floor openings have been updated for clarification and to be
consistent with the IBC.
A revised definition of townhouse (a building) and a new definition
for townhouse unit (a dwelling unit) clarify the appropriate use of the
terms.

R202

Description of Change

The code references the International Existing Building Code® (IEBC®)
only when alterations are part of a change to a use or occupancy
outside the scope of the IRC.
Chapter 2: Definitions

Chapter 3: Building Planning
Code Section
2021
2018
R301.1.4
N/A
Addition
R301.2
R301.2
Modification
Table
Table
R301.2.1(1)
R301.2.
Modification 1(1
R301.2.1.1
R301.2.
Clarification
1.1

Section Title

Cost

Description of Change

Intermodal Shipping Containers

Null

Wind Speeds

Null

Provisions for construction with intermodal shipping containers are
added to the International Residential Code (IRC).
Updated wind speed maps match IBC and ASCE 7 maps with a large
portion of the country having wind speeds less than 115 mph.
Component and cladding wind pressures in Table R301.2.1(1) are
updated for new design wind speeds and hip or gable roof profiles.

Component and Cladding Wind
Pressure
Special Wind Regions

+

N/A

Engineered design requirements for special wind regions are explicitly
stated in Section R301.2.1.1.
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R301.2.2.6
Addition

R301.2.
2.6

Irregular Buildings in Seismic
Areas

+

Irregular building limitations now include hillside light-frame
construction.

R301.2.2.10
Modification
R301.3
Clarification
R302.2
Modification

R301.2.
2.10
R301.3

Seismic Anchorage of Water
Heaters
Story Height

+

R302.2

Townhouses

R302.3
Modification

R302.3

Two-Family Dwelling Separation

Null

R302.4
Clarification

R302.4

Dwelling Unit Rated
Penetrations

Null

R302.5
Clarification
R303.1
Clarification
R305.1
Modification
R308.4.5
Clarification

R302.5

Null

R303.4

Dwelling-Garage Opening
Protection
Mechanical Ventilation

Water heaters and thermal storage units in Townhouses in SDC C
must be anchored.
Maximum story height for wood wall framing is
13 feet 7 inches when the exception requirements are met.
Common walls separating townhouses are permitted to terminate at
the inside of exterior walls where the prescribed fireblocking is
provided.
The prescribed fire-resistance-rated separation between two dwelling
units in a single building is not affected by the presence of a lot line
between the units.
Water-filled fire sprinkler piping of any approved material joins the
list of metal penetrating items that do not require a firestop system
provided the annular space is filled with the prescribed materials.
Doors between the garage and residence must be self-latching.

R305.1

Ceiling Height

R308.4.
5

Glazing and Wet Surfaces

Null

R308.6
Clarification
R310.1
Clarification
R310.2
Modification

R308.6.
3
R310.1

Skylight Glass Retention Screens

Null

R310.2

Null
-

Null
-

Emergency Escape and Rescue
Opening Required
Emergency Escape and Rescue
Openings

+
Null

A local exhaust system is an acceptable substitute for natural
ventilation in kitchens.
The minimum ceiling height is reduced to 6 feet 6 inches under
beams spaced at least 36 inches apart.
The language addressing glazing in walls, enclosures or fences near
tubs, showers and swimming pools has replaced the word “facing”
with the words “adjacent to” for those elements related to wet
surfaces.
New terminology clarifies the broken glass retention screen
requirements for skylights.
Emergency escape and rescue openings require a clear 36-inch-wide
path to a public way. Operation requirements have been clarified
Emergency escape openings under decks, porches and cantilevers
require a path not less than 36 inches wide. Opening dimensions have
been clarified.
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R310.3,
R310.4
Modification
R310.5,
R310.6,
R310.7
Modification
R311.7,
R311.8
Clarification
R311.7.7
Modification
R312.2
Clarification

R310.3R310.7

Area Wells for Emergency
Escape and Rescue Openings
Emergency Escape and Rescue
Openings in Existing Buildings

Null

-

R311.7,
R311.8

Stairways and Ramps

R311.7.
7
R312.2

Stairway and Landing Walking
Surface
Window Fall Protection

R314.3
Modification

R314.3

Smoke Alarm Locations

+

R315.2.2
Modification
R317.1
Clarification
R320
Modification
R323
Addition
R324.3
Modification
R326
Modification

R315.2.
2
R317.1

Carbon Monoxide Alarms

+

R320

Protection of Wood Against
Decay
Accessibility

R323

Storm Shelters

R324.3

Photovoltaic Systems

R325.6

Habitable Attics

The provisions for window wells and area wells serving emergency
escape and rescue openings have been merged into one section for
area wells.
Opening dimensions have been reduced for emergency escape and
rescue openings for a basement remodel, basement addition and for
a change of occupancy.

Null

The provisions of Sections R311.7 and R311.8 apply only to stairways
and ramps within or serving a building, porch or deck.

-

A new exception allows steeper slopes for exterior landings that also
serve to drain surface water away from the building.
The revised language clarifies that measurements for determining the
need for fall protection are taken to the bottom of the clear opening
of the window.
A new location requirement for smoke alarms addresses high ceilings
adjacent to hallways serving bedrooms.

Null

Repairs to an existing fuel-fired mechanical system now trigger the
retroactive requirements for carbon monoxide alarms.
Null
The provisions of Section R317.1 have been revised and reorganized
for clarification.
+
The accessibility provisions for live/work units and owner-occupied
lodging houses constructed under the IRC are clarified.
Null
Added guidance on the design of storm shelters
is placed in Section R323.
Building-integrated photovoltaic (BIPV) systems meeting the specified
criteria do not require firefighter access pathways and setbacks.
+
The habitable attic provisions have been placed in new Section R326
and new restrictions limit their area and require an automatic fire
sprinkler system.
Chapter 4: Foundations
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Code Section
2021
2018
Table
R403.1(
R403.1(1)
1)
Modification
R406.2
R406.2
Deletion
R408.8
N/A
Addition
Add

Code Section
2021
2018
R506.2.3
R506.2.
Modification 3
R507
R507
Modification
R507.3
R507.3
Modification
R507.4
R507.4
Modification

Section Title

Cost

Footings Below Light-Frame
Construction

-

Foundation Waterproofing

Null

Vapor Retarder in Crawlspaces

Description of Change
Tables R403.1(1), (2) and (3) are revised to more accurately reflect
current practice.

Six-mil polyvinyl chloride and polyethylene fabrics are removed from
the list of approved waterproofing materials.
N/A
Where exposed to grade in a crawl space, a Class I or II vapor retarder
is required on exposed air permeable insulation between floor joists
in Climate Zones 1A, 2A and 3A.
Chapter 5: Floors

Section Title

Cost

Vapor Retarders Under Concrete
Slabs
Deck Loads

+

Thicker vapor retarders are now required below slabs-on-grade.

+

Deck design is now based on live and snow loads.

Deck Footings

Null

Deck Posts

Null

R507.5
Modification

R507.5

Deck Beams

Null

R507.6
Modification
R507.7
Modification
R507.10
Addition

R507.6

Deck Joists

-

R507.7

Decking

Null

N/A
Add

Exterior Guards

Null

Description of Change

Clarifications are made for freestanding deck footing exceptions and a
tributary area of 5 psf is added to the deck footing size table.
The deck post height table is expanded by adding the tributary area
supported by a post and the wood species for determination of
maximum post height.
The deck beam span table is split into multiple tables providing spans
for given deck live or snow loads. Single and multi-ply spans as well as
options for support of cantilevered deck joists are listed.
Deck joist options are added for decks with large ground snow loads.
Cantilever spans are now specifically based on maximum joist spans.
The wood decking table is updated to show maximum
on-center joist spacing for single- and multi-span configurations.
Specific requirements for deck guards are added.

Chapter 6: Wall Construction
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Code Section
2021
2018
Table
R602.3(
R602.3(1)
1)
Modification
Table
R602.3(
R602.3(2)
2)
Clarification
R602.9
R602.9
Clarification
R602.10.1.2
R602.10
Modification .1
R602.10.2.2
R602.10
Clarification
.2.2.
R602.10.3(1)
Modification
Table
R602.10.3(3)
Clarification
Table
R602.10.3(4)
Clarification
R602.10.6.5
Clarification
R609.4.1
Addition

Section Title

Cost

Fasteners – Roof and Wall

+

Additional fastener options are added to the fastener table for roof
and walls.

Alternate Attachments

Null

Table R602.3(2) footnote g is updated for clarity.

Cripple Walls

Null

Cripple wall requirements apply only to exterior cripple walls.

Location of Braced
Wall Lines
Location of Braced
Wall Panels (BWPs)

+

Section R602.10.2.2 is clarified for the starting point of the first
braced wall panel when not placed at the corner of the structure.
Rows are added to the wind bracing requirements table for 95 mph
wind speeds.
Table R602.10.3(3) labeling and footnotes are updated to clarify use
of the table.

Bracing for Winds

N/A

Seismic Wall Bracing

Null

R602.10
.3(4)

Adjustment Factors – Seismic

R602.10
.6.5
R609.4.
1

Stone and Masonry Veneer
Garage Doors

Section Title
Vapor Retarders

Section R602.10.1.2 limits placement of a braced wall line.

Null

R602.10
.3(1)
R602.10
.3(3)

Code Section
2021
2018
R702.7
R702.7
Modification

Description of Change

+

Table R602.10.3(4) is updated to clarify the limits of brick veneer use
and when additional bracing must be used on the building in SDC D0,
D1 and D2.
+
Veneer applications in high seismic areas are broken into first story
and veneer above the first story applications.
+
All garage doors must have a permanent label identifying wind
pressure ratings among other information.
Chapter 7: Wall Covering
Cost
N/A

Description of Change
The vapor retarder section is reorganized for clarity and ease of use.
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R703.2,
R703.7.3
Modification
Table
R703.8.4(1)
Modification
R703.11.2
Modification
R704
Addition

R703.2/
R703.7.
3
R703.8.
1(1)

Water-Resistive
Barriers

+

R703.11
.2
N/A
ADD

Vinyl Siding Installation Over
Foam Plastic Sheathing
Soffits

Veneer Attachment

Null

Language for water-resistive barriers is clarified with wet or dry
climates specifically considered.
Larger air gaps are allowed behind veneer to accommodate thicker
continuous insulation.

+

Wind pressure ratings for vinyl siding are decreased.

+

Requirements for soffit material and installation are expanded.

Chapter 8: Roof-Ceiling Construction
Code Section
2021
2018
R802
R802
Modification
Table
R802.5.
R802.5.2(1)
2(1)
Modification
R802.6
R802.6
Modification
Table R804.3 R804.3
Modification
Code Section
2021
2018
R905.4.4.1
R905.4.
Addition
4.1
Code Section
2021
2018

Section Title

Cost

Description of Change

Wood Roof Framing

Null

Revised provisions clarify ridge beam and ceiling joist requirements.

Heel Joint Connections

Null

The heel joint connection table is updated for roof spans of 24 and 36
feet and a 19.2-inch rafter spacing.

Rafter and Ceiling Joist Bearing

Null

Text is added to clarify when a ridge board connection is sufficient for
bearing.
CFS Roof Framing Fasteners
Null
Connections for cold-formed steel (CFS) roof framing members are
updated and clarified.
Chapter 9: Roof Assemblies
Section Title

Cost

Metal Roof Shingle Wind
Resistance
Section Title

Description of Change

+

Requirements for metal shingle wind resistance are added to Section
R905.4.
Chapter 11: Energy Efficiency
Cost
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Description of Change

N1101.6
Modification

N1101.6

Definition of High-Efficacy Light
Sources

+

N1101.7
Modification

N1101.7

Climate Zones

Null

N1101.13
Modification
N1101.13.5
Addition
N1101.14
Modification

N1101.1
3
N1101.1
3.5
N1101.1
4

Compliance Options

Null

Additional Energy Efficiency
Requirements
Permanent Energy Certificate

+

N1102.1
Modification
Tables
N1102.1.2
and
N1102.1.3
Modification

N1102.1

Building Thermal Envelope

+

Tables
N1102.1
.2
and
N1102.1
.3

Insulation and Fenestration
Requirements

+

N1102.2
Modification

N1102.2

Ceiling Insulation

N1102.2.4
Modification

N1102.2
.4

Access Hatches and Doors

+

N1102.2.7
Deletion

N1102.2
.7

R-Value Reduction for Walls with
Partial Structural Sheathing

+

N1102.2.7
Clarification

N1102.2
.7

Floor Insulation

+

Null

Null

The definition related to high-efficacy lighting now includes both
lamps and luminaires and better reflects current technology and
federal standards.
The climate zone provisions have been comprehensively updated,
including a new Climate Zone 0. Approximately 10 percent of U.S.
counties have been assigned a new climate zone.
The compliance path options have been clarified and the Prescriptive
and Mandatory labels in the section titles have been removed.
Additional energy efficiency measures are required regardless of the
compliance path used.
Additional information related to the building thermal envelope, solar
energy, Energy Rating Index and the code edition is required on the
energy certificate.
The assembly U-Factor is established as the primary insulation metric.
The R-Value approach is now an alternative method.
Increased energy efficiency is achieved with lowered assembly Ufactor requirements in Table N1102.1.2 and increased R-value
requirements in Table N1102.1.3.

The options for a reduction in R-values for both ceilings with attics
and those without have been adjusted to recognize the increase in
the prescriptive ceiling R-values in Table N1102.1.3.
Prescriptive provisions for insulation levels and mandatory provisions
for installation (weather-stripping and baffles) have been placed in
separate sections. Provisions addressing pull-down stairs have been
added.
The provision for reducing the R-value of the required continuous
wall insulation at areas of structural wall sheathing has been deleted.
The floor insulation provisions have been placed into three separate
methods of compliance for clarification.
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N1102.2.8
Modification

N1102.2
.8

Unconditioned
Basement

+

A number of specific criteria must be met for a space to qualify as an
unconditioned basement.

N1102.4
and Table
N1102.4.1.1
Modification

N1102.4
and
Table
N1102.4
.1.1
N1102.4
.6

Building Air Leakage and Testing

+

The building air leakage and testing requirements are revised in
Section N1102.4.

Air-Sealed Electrical Boxes

+

N1103.3
Modification
N1103.3.5
Modification

N1103.3

Duct Installation

-

N1103.3
.5

Duct Testing

+

Electrical and communication outlet boxes installed in the building
thermal envelope must be sealed, tested and marked for compliance
with the referenced standards.
Duct insulation requirements have been clarified in Sections
N1103.3.1 through N1103.3.3.1
The exception for duct testing of ducts located entirely in conditioned
spaces has been removed.

N1103.6
Addition
N1104
Addition

N1103.6

Mechanical Ventilation

N1104

Lighting Equipment

N1105 and
Table
N1105.2
Modification

N1105
and
Table
N1105.2

Total Building Performance
Analysis

Null

N1106 and
Table
N1106.2
Modification

N1106
and
Table
N1106.2

Energy Rating Index Analysis

+

New Table N1106.2 lists the requirements associated with the Energy
Rating Index (ERI) compliance path. ERI values have been lowered to
improve energy efficiency.

N1108
Addition

N1108

Additional Efficiency
Package Options

+

The new requirement for choosing an energy efficiency package
option, in addition to the prescriptive and total building performance

N1102.4.6
Addition

N/A
+

A heat or energy recovery ventilation system is required for Climate
Zones 7 and 8. Mechanical ventilation systems now require testing.
High-efficacy lighting is now required in all permanent lighting
fixtures. New provisions regulate lighting controls for interior and
exterior lighting.
The Total Building Performance compliance path has been retitled
and reorganized with a new Table N1105.2 listing the related
mandatory requirements that appear elsewhere in the code.
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compliance path options, will increase energy efficiency of new
dwellings.
Chapter 15: Exhaust Systems
Code Section
2021
2018
M1505
M1505
Modification
Code Section
2021
2018
M1802.4
M1802.
Addition
4

Section Title

Cost

Description of Change

Balanced Ventilation System
Null
The code now allows a 30 percent reduction to the mechanical
Credit
ventilation airflow rate for balanced ventilation systems.
Chapter 18: Chimneys and Vents
Section Title

Cost

Description of Change

Blocked Vent Switch for Oil-fired
Appliances

+

An additional safety device for oil-fired appliances has been added to
be consistent with what is required for some gas-fired appliances.

Chapter 21: Hydronic Piping
Code Section
2021
2018
M2101
M2101
Modification

Code Section
2021
2018
G2403
G2403
Modification

Section Title

Cost

Hydronic Piping Systems
Installation

Section Title

Description of Change

+

The provisions for ground source heat pump loop piping systems in
Section M2105 have been duplicated in Section M2101 to apply to all
hydronic piping systems.
Chapter 24: Fuel Gas
Cost

Definitions of Point of Delivery
and Service Meter Assembly

G2414.8.3
Modification

G2414.8
.3

Threaded Joint Sealing

G2415.5
Clarification

G2415.5

Fittings in Concealed Locations

Description of Change
Revisions to definitions clarify the portions of the gas piping system
regulated by the serving utility and the portions regulated by the IRC
fuel gas provisions downstream of the point of delivery.to apply to all
hydronic piping systems.
Thread joint sealants are now required for assembling threaded joints
in gas piping.
Plugs and caps have been added to the list of threaded fittings
approved for concealed locations.
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G2427.5.5.1
Modification
G2427.8
Clarification
G2439.5
Clarification

G2427.5
.5.1
G2427.8

G2447.2
Modification

G2447.2

G2439.5

Code Section
2021
2018
P2503.5.1
P2503.5
Modification .1

Code Section
2021
2018
P2708.4,
P2708.4
P2713.3
,
Clarification
P2713.3

Chimney Lining

The exception allowing an existing chimney to vent replacement
appliances has been deleted.
Through-the-wall Vent Terminal
Through-the-wall vent terminal clearance distances have been placed
Clearances
in a new table with a corresponding figure for ease of use.
Makeup Air for Dryer Installed in
The requirement for a transfer opening for supplying makeup air to a
a Closet
closet designed for a gas dryer has been moved into a separate
section.
Commercial Cooking Appliances
The exception allowing a commercial cooking appliance in a dwelling
Prohibited
unit when the installation is designed by an engineer has been
removed from the code.
Chapter 25: Plumbing Administration
Section Title

Cost

Drain, Waste and Vent Systems
Testing

Description of Change

The head pressure for a water test of drain, waste and vent (DWV)
systems has increased from 5 feet to 10 feet. Air vacuum testing is
now permitted for plastic piping DWV systems.
Chapter 27: Plumbing Fixtures

Section Title
Shower and Bathtub Control
Valves

+

Cost

Description of Change

Null

The code now addresses field adjustment and access to shower
control valves. Lower flow shower heads need to be compatible with
the shower control mixing valve.

Chapter 29: Water Supply and Distribution
Code Section
2021
2018
P2904
P2904
Modification

Installation Practices for
Residential Sprinklers

P2905.3
Addition

Length of Hot Water Piping to
Fixtures

P2905.3

Section Title

Cost

Description of Change

N/A

Revisions throughout Section P2904 expand installation practices to
more closely align with NFPA 13D.

+

The code now limits the length of hot water piping serving fixtures.
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Chapter 30: Sanitary Drainage
Code Section
2021
2018
P3005.2.10.1 P3005.2
Clarification
.10.1
P3011
P3011
Modification

Code Section
2021
2018
E3601.8
E3601.8
Addition
E3606.5
E3606.5
Addition

Section Title

Cost

Removable Fixture Traps as
Cleanouts
Relining of Building Sewers and
Building Drains

Section Title

Description of Change

-

Removable traps and removable fixtures with integral traps are
acceptable for use as cleanouts.
Null
The code recognizes various available technologies for relining of
existing building sewer and building drainage piping and clarifies the
inspection procedures.
Chapter 36: Services
Cost

Emergency Service Disconnects

Description of Change
An emergency service disconnect is required in a readily accessible
outdoor location.
A surge-protective device (SPD) is now required at the service panel.

Service Surge-Protective Device

Chapter 37: Branch Circuit and Feeder Requirements
Code Section
2021
2018
E3703.4
E3703.4
Clarification
E3703.5
E3703.5
Modification

Section Title

Cost

Bathroom Branch Circuits

Only the required bathroom receptacle outlets or those serving a
countertop need to be on the dedicated 20-amp bathroom circuit.
Garage Branch Circuits
Only the required receptacle outlets must be on the 20-amp
dedicated circuit for garages.
Chapter 39: Power and Lighting Distribution

Code Section
2021
2018
E3901.4
E3901.4
Modification

Kitchen Countertop and Work
Surface Receptacles

E3902
Modification

GFCI Protection for 250-Volt
Receptacles

E3902

Description of Change

Section Title

Cost

Description of Change
The number of receptacle outlets required for peninsular and island
countertops in kitchens is determined by the area of the countertop
surface.
Ground-fault circuit-interrupter (GFCI) protection is required for up to
250-volt receptacles in the areas previously identified as requiring
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E3902.5
Modification
E3902.10
Addition

E3902.5
E3902.1
0

GFCI protection for 125-volt receptacles. The 20-amp limitation has
been removed.
The requirement for GFCI protection in unfinished basement areas
has been expanded to include all basement areas.
GFCI protection is now required for indoor damp and wet locations
not included in the other specific locations requiring GFCI protection.

GFCI Protection for Basement
Receptacles
GFCI Protection for Indoor Damp
and Wet Locations

Appendices
Code Section
Section Title
2021
2018
AF104
AF104
Radon Testing
Addition
Appendix AU Appendi Cob Construction
Addition
x AU
Appendix AW

Addition

Appendi
x AW

3D Printed Buildings

Cost

Description of Change
Procedures for radon testing are added to Appendix F.
Appendix AU adds a new section on cob construction which has
requirements that differ from light straw-clay and straw bale
construction.
Appendix AW adds requirements for 3D printed homes.
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BCR 100 Organizational Rules
1. 101 Purpose
2. 102 Definitions of Terms
3. 103 Description
a. 103.01 Composition of Board
b. 103.02 Duties of Board
4. 104 Requests for Information
5. 105 Meetings, Deliberations and Decisions
a. 105.01 Meetings
b. 105.02 Necessary Quorum
6. 106 Appointment of Subcommittees

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE BUILDING CODE REVIEW BOARD
c/o Department of Safety
33 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03305
CHAPTER Bcr 100 ORGANIZATIONAL RULES
Statutory Authority: RSA 155-A:10
PART Bcr 101 PURPOSE
Bcr 101.01 Purpose. The purpose of these rules is to establish the procedures under which the
New Hampshire state building code review shall operate and the procedures for appeals to the board.
Source. #7760, INTERIM, eff 9-14-02, EXPIRED: 3-1303
New. #8003, eff 12-12-03
PART Bcr 102 DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
Bcr 102.01 "Board" means the New Hampshire state building code review board as established in
RSA 155-A:10, I.
Source. #7760, INTERIM, eff 9-14-02, EXPIRED: 3-1303
New. #8003, eff 12-12-03
Bcr 102.02 "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the New Hampshire department of safety.
Source. #7760, INTERIM, eff 9-14-02, EXPIRED: 3-1303
New. #8003, eff 12-12-03
Bcr 102.03 "Department" means the New Hampshire department of safety.
Source. #7760, INTERIM, eff 9-14-02, EXPIRED: 3-1303
New. #8003, eff 12-12-03
Bcr 102.04 "Person" means "person" as defined in RSA 155-A:1, V.
Source. #7760, INTERIM, eff 9-14-02, EXPIRED: 3-1303
New. #8003, eff 12-12-03
Bcr 102.05 “State fire marshal” means the state fire marshal of the state of New Hampshire.
Source. #7760, INTERIM, eff 9-14-02, EXPIRED: 3-1303
New. #8003, eff 12-12-03

PART Bcr 103 DESCRIPTION
Bcr 103.01 Composition of Board.
(a) Pursuant to RSA 155-A:10, I, the board consists of the commissioner and 15 members,
appointed by the commissioner for a term specified by law.
(b) The board shall elect a vice-chair at its annual meeting.
(c) The chair shall preside over all meetings of the board.
(d) In the absence of the chair at a meeting of the board, the vice chair shall preside.
Source. #7760, INTERIM, eff 9-14-02, EXPIRED: 3-1303
New. #8003, eff 12-12-03; ss by #10098, eff 3-12-12
Bcr 103.02 Duties of the Board.
(a) The responsibilities of the board include:
(1) Adopting rules to update or change the state building code for codes described in RSA 155A:1, IV;
(2) Adopting rules relative to procedures of the board’s operation and appeals to the board;
(3) Hearing appeals of variances or exceptions to the state fire code that have been granted or
denied by the state fire marshal;
(4) Hearing appeals of decisions of the state fire marshal in enforcing provisions of the state
building code, pursuant to RSA 155-A:7, 1;
(5) Reviewing and assessing the application of the state building code and recommending
legislation to modify the requirements of the state building code and the state fire code; and
(6) Reviewing the National Fire Protection Association building code and its companion
manuals, and any other building codes in order to evaluate whether the state should continue
with the International Building Codes and its manuals, switch to other codes, or adopt a
combination of codes.
Source. #7760, INTERIM, eff 9-14-02, EXPIRED: 3-1303
New. #8003, eff 12-12-03
PART Bcr 104 REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION
Bcr 104.01 Requests for Information.
(a) All requests for information shall be directed in writing to the board at:
Department of Safety
33 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03305

(b) Public records, not otherwise declared confidential by law, may be inspected and copied at the
location stated in (a) above during regular business hours.
(c) Persons desiring copies of public records shall pay the actual cost of the copies, as provided in
RSA 91-A:4, IV.
Source. #7760, INTERIM, eff 9-14-02, EXPIRED: 3-1303
New. #8003, eff 12-12-03
PART Bcr 105 MEETINGS, DELIBERATIONS AND DECISIONS
Bcr 105.01 Meetings.
(a) The board shall meet monthly and at such additional times as shall be called for by the
chairman or by vote of the board.
(b) The board shall hold an annual meeting in January of each year for the purpose of electing a
vice-chair.
Source. #8003, eff 12-12-0; ss by #10098, eff 3-12-12
Bcr 105.02 Necessary Quorum. A quorum shall be required to meet for the purpose of discussion,
receiving information, conducting a hearing, or taking final board actions, but final board actions shall be
taken only by the affirmative vote of the majority of the board present, and eligible to participate in the
matter in question.
Source. #8003, eff 12-12-03
PART Bcr 106 APPOINTMENT OF SUBCOMMITTEES
Bcr 106.01 Committees.
(a) The board shall delegate investigatory and other functions within its jurisdiction to committees
consisting of one or more board members when such delegations are necessary to perform the board's work
more efficiently.
(b) Committees shall make recommendations to the board, but shall not take final action on behalf
of the board.
(c) Committees shall not retain paid advisors or consultants unless expressly authorized to do so by
the board.
Source. #8003, eff 12-12-03

APPENDI
X
RULE

STATUTE IMPLEMENTED

Bcr 100

RSA 155-a:10, RSA 541-A:16, I(a) and Chapter 8, Laws of 2002

Bcr 103.01 & 105.01

RSA 155-A:10, RSA 541-A:16, I(a)
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BCR 200 Practice and Procedures
1. 201 Purpose
2. 202 Definitions
3. 203 Failure to Comply; Waiver of Rules
4. 204 Time Periods
5. 205 Filing and Service of Documents
6. 206 Pleadings, Appeals and Motions
a. 206.01 Pleadings
b. 206.02 Appeals of Decisions of the State Fire Marshal
c. 206.03 Motions and Objections Thereto
7. 207 Adjudicative Proceedings
a. 207.01 Applicability
b. 207.02 Commencement of Proceedings
c. 207.03, Docketing, Service of Notice, Public Notice
d. 207.04 Intervention
e. 207.05 Right to Counsel
f.

207.06 Prehearing and Other Informal Conferences

g. 207.07 Discovery and Disclosure
h. 207.08 Evidence
i.

207.09 Burden of Proof

j.

207.10 Methods of Proceeding

k. 207.11 Inquiry by Presiding Officer
l.

207.12 Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law

m. 207.13 Ex parte Communications
n. 207.14 Decisions
8. 208 Presiding Officer
a. 208.01 Designation
b. 208.02 Authority of Presiding Officer

c. 208.03 Exceptions to Interlocutory Rulings by the Presiding Officer
d. 208.04 Proposed Decisions by Presiding Officer
9. 209 Reconsideration and Stay
a. 209.01 Motion for Reconsideration or Rehearing
b. 209.02 Reconsideration on the Board’s Own Motion
c. 209.03 Stay of Board Orders
10. 210 Consolidation and Severance
11. 211 Investigations
a. 211.01 Informal Investigations
b. 211.02 Formal Investigations
c. 211.03 Informational Hearings
12. 212 Rule Making
a. 212.01 How Adopted
b. 212.02 Petition for Rulemaking
c. 212.03 Disposition of Petition
d. 212.04 Deficiencies in Petitions
13. 213 Rulemaking Hearings
a. 213.01 Scope
b. 213.02 Notice
c. 213.03 Presiding Officer
d. 213.04 Order of the Hearing
e. 213.05 Postponement and Continuations
f.

213.06 Written Comments

g. 213.07 Copies of Recordings
14. 214 Rules to Update or Change the State Building Code
a. 214.01 How adopted
b. 214.02 Petition for Adopting Rules to Update or Change the State Building Code
Manuals
c. 214.03 Disposition of Petition

d. 214.04 Deficiencies in Petitions
15. 215 Appeals
a. 215.01 Scope
b. 215.02 Definitions
c. 215.03 How to Appeal
d. 215.04 Rejection of Notice of Appeal
e. 215.05 Commencement of the Appeal
f.

215.06 Transcripts from Licensing Board

g. 215.07 Standard of Review on Appeal
h. 215.08 Evidence
i.

215.09 Appeal Hearing Process

j.

215.10 Appeal Decisions

16. 216 Declaratory Rulings
a. 216.01 Petitions for Declaratory Rulings
b. 216.02 Action on Petitions for Declaratory Rulings
17. 217 Explanation of Rule

CHAPTER Bcr 200 PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE
Statutory Authority: RSA 155-A:11, RSA 155-A:11-a, RSA 541-A:16, I and RSA 541-A:30a, I
PART Bcr 201 PURPOSE
Bcr 201.01 Purpose. The purposes of these rules is to specify the process used by the board for
acquiring sufficient information to make fair and reasoned decisions on matters within their statutory
jurisdiction. These rules shall be construed to secure the just, efficient and accurate resolution of all board
proceedings.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 202 DEFINITIONS
Bcr 202.01 Definitions. Except where the context makes another meaning manifest, the following
terms shall have the meanings indicated below when used in this chapter:
(a) "Data" means all information other than argument, including oral or written descriptions, reports,
maps, charts, drawings, photographs, audio or video recordings, computer programs, or computer printouts.
(b) “De novo” means a new hearing on all issues and a full hearing on the merits in no way restricted
by what occurred before.
(c) "File" means to place a document in the actual possession of the board.
(d) "Hearing" means “adjudicative proceeding” as defined by RSA 541-A:1, I, namely “the
procedure to be followed in contested cases, as set forth in RSA 541-A:31 through RSA 541-A:36”, and
Bcr 200.
(e) "Investigation" means a search by the board for data concerning matters within its jurisdiction,
the result of which is other than a final determination of a person's rights, duties or privileges.
(f) "Motion" means any request by a party to an existing proceeding for an order or relief relating to
that proceeding.
(g) "Order" means a document issued by the board:
(1) Establishing procedures to be followed in an adjudicative or nonadjudicative proceeding;
(2) Granting or denying a petition or motion;
(3) Requiring a person to do, or to abstain from doing, some thing; or
(4) Determining a person's rights to a privilege established by RSA 155-A or the rules of this
chapter.
(h) “Party” means “party” as defined by RSA 541-A:1, XII, namely, “each person or agency named
or admitted as a party, or properly seeking and entitled as a right to be admitted as a party.” The term
“party” includes all intervenors in a proceeding, subject to any limitations established pursuant to RSA 541A:32, III.
(i) “Petition" means any request to the board seeking an order or any other action or relief.

(j) “Presiding officer" means the board member or other individual to whom the board has delegated
authority to preside over an adjudicative or other proceeding.
(k) "Rulemaking" means the statutory procedures for the formulation of a rule set forth in RSA 541A:3.
(l) “State fire marshal” means the state fire marshal of the State of New Hampshire, or his or her
designee.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 203 FAILURE TO COMPLY; WAIVER OF RULES
Bcr 203.01 Failure to Comply with Rules.
(a) Failure to comply with the rules of this chapter shall result in the board:
(1) Refusing to accept or admit a noncompliant document for filing or refusing to consider a
noncompliant oral petition or motion; or
(2) Accepting or admitting, or denying or not admitting a noncompliant application, petition,
motion or exhibit on the condition that conformity with specific procedural requirements be
achieved by a specified date.
(b) When a noncompliant pleading or other tendered information is not accepted or admitted by the
board, or when conditions for the acceptance or admission of noncompliant information are not met, the
board shall make a decision on the pending matter without considering the noncompliant information,
unless the board notifies the parties that it has waived the rule in accordance with Bcr 203.02.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 203.02 Waiver of Procedural Rules. The board, upon the accepted motion of any interested
person, shall waive any procedural requirement or limitation imposed by this chapter upon reasonable
notice to affected persons when it appears that the proposed waiver or suspension is lawful, and would be
more likely to promote the fair, accurate and efficient resolution of issues properly pending before the board
than would adherence to particular procedural rules or requirements. A motion for waiver or suspension of
a procedural rule or order shall fully set forth the reasons for the requested relief.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 204 TIME PERIODS
Bcr 204.01 Computation of Time.
(a) Unless otherwise specified, all time periods referenced in this chapter shall be calendar days.
(b) Computation of any period of time referred to in these rules shall begin with the day after the
action which sets the time period in motion, and shall include the last day of the period so computed.
(c) If the last day of the period so computed falls on a Saturday, Sunday or state legal holiday, then
the time period shall be extended to include the first business day following the Saturday, Sunday or state
legal holiday.

Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 204.02 Change in Allowed Times. Except where a time period is fixed by statute, the board
shall, upon motion or upon its own initiative, change the time provided for the filing of any document, or
reschedule the time set for any oral hearing, prehearing conference, or other activity upon a finding that the
moving party did not comply with the time period due to accident, mistake, or misfortune, and the probable
injury to the moving party outweighs any detriment likely to be suffered by any other party. The board shall
shorten the time provided for the filing of any document or for the scheduling of any oral hearing,
prehearing conference, or other activity upon a finding that to do so would assist in resolving the matter or
issue fairly and there is no likelihood of any detriment to be suffered by any other party.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 204.03 Limitations. A motion to change time shall be filed at least 3 state business days before
the scheduled date of the event in question.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 205 FILING AND SERVICE OF DOCUMENTS
Bcr 205.01 Filing of Documents with the Board.
(a) A document shall be considered filed when it is actually received at the board's office at the
following address:
State Building Code Review Board
Office of the Commissioner
Department of Safety
33 Hazen Drive
Concord NH 03305
(b) A document, which is facially in violation of the board's rules, shall not be accepted for
filing. Such submissions shall be returned to the sender without prejudice to subsequent acceptance if the
deficiencies are corrected and the document is refiled within the applicable time period.
(c) All correspondence, filings, and other communications to the board shall be addressed to the
board's office.
(d) All petitions, motions, exhibits, memoranda or other documents filed in connection with a request
for board action shall be filed with an original and 16 copies.
(e) Only an original copy shall be filed of transmittal letters, requests for public information, or other
routine correspondence not directed at formal board action.
(f) Failure to furnish the required number of copies shall result in the tendered document being
returned as unacceptable for filing.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12;
amd by #12620, eff 9-18-18
Bcr 205.02 Subscription and Veracity of Documents.

(a) All petitions, motions, and replies filed with the board shall be signed and dated by the proponent
of the document or, if the party appears by a representative, by the representative.
(b) The signature on a document filed with the board shall constitute a certification that:
(1) The signor has read the document;
(2) The signor is authorized to file it;
(3) To the best of the signor's knowledge, information and belief, there are good grounds to
support it; and
(4) The document has not been filed for purposes of delay or harassment.
(c) A willful violation of the representations contained in (b), above, shall, to the extent consistent
with justice, and the statutes administered by the board, result in the board entering an order adverse to the
party committing the violation.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12;
amd by #12620, eff 9-18-18
Bcr 205.03 Service of Documents.
(a) Applications and petitions for declaratory rulings shall be filed with the board.
(b) All objections, motions, replies, exhibits, memoranda, or other documents filed in connection
with a request for board action under paragraph (a) shall be served by the proponent upon the board,
pursuant to Bcr 204.02(b), and all other parties to the proceeding by:
(1) Depositing a copy of the document in the United States mail, first class postage prepaid,
addressed to the last address given to the board by the party being served, no later than the day
the document is filed with the board; or
(2) Delivering a copy of the document in hand on or before the date it is filed with the board.
(c) Notices, orders, decisions or other documents issued by the board in connection with a request
for board actions under paragraph (a) shall be served by the board upon all parties to the proceeding by
either:
(1) Depositing a copy of the document, first class postage prepaid, in the United States mail,
addressed to the last address given to the board by the party being served; or
(2) Delivering a copy of the document in hand to the party.
(d) When a party has appeared by a representative, delivery of a document to the party’s
representative at the address stated on the appearance filed by the representative shall constitute delivery to
the party.
(e) Except for exhibits distributed at a prehearing conference or hearing, every document filed with
the board, and required to be served upon the parties to an adjudicative proceeding, shall be accompanied
by a certificate of service, signed by the person making service, attesting to the method and date of service,
and the persons served.

Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 206 PLEADINGS, APPEALS AND MOTIONS
Bcr 206.01 Pleadings.
(a) The only pleadings permitted shall be petitions and replies to petitions.
(b) A petitioner shall include the following on his or her petition:
(1) The name and address of the petitioner;
(2) The name and address of the petitioner's representative, if any;
(3) A concise statement of the facts which warrant the relief requested from the board;
(4) The description of the action which the petitioner wishes the board to take;
(5) A citation to any statutes, rules, orders, or other authority which entitles the petitioner to
the relief requested; and
(6) The signature and date required by Bcr 205.02(a).
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 206.02 Appeals of Decisions of the State Fire Marshal.
(a) Appeals of variances or exceptions to the state fire code, Saf-C 6000, that have been granted or
denied by the state fire marshal and appeals of a decision of the state fire marshal in enforcing provisions
of the state building code pursuant to RSA 155-A:7, I, shall be in writing and filed at the board’s office. All
appeals shall be a de novo hearing.
(b) An appellant shall include the following on his or her appeal:
(1) The name and address of the appellant;
(2) The name and address of the appellant’s representative, if any;
(3) A concise statement of the facts which warrant the relief requested from the board;
(4) The description of the action which the appellant wishes the board to take;
(5) A citation to any statutes, rules, orders, or other authority which entitles the appellant to
the relief requested; and
(6) The signature and date required by Bcr 205.02(a).
(c) An appeal shall be dismissed upon a determination that it:
(1) Fails to state a cause of action;
(2) Alleges a cause of action that is so untimely filed that it imperils or prejudices another
party’s defense or position; or

(3) Is filed by an appellant who refuses to respond to requests for further information or to
otherwise cooperate with any board investigation or hearing.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 206.03 Motions and Objections Thereto.
(a) Motions and objections shall be in writing unless made in response to a matter asserted for the
first time at a hearing or on the basis of information which was not received in time to prepare a written
motion.
(b) The moving party shall state, clearly and concisely, the following in his or her motion:
(1) The purpose of the motion;
(2) The relief sought by the motion;
(3) The statutes, rules, orders, or other authority authorizing the relief sought by the motion;
(4) The facts claimed to constitute grounds for the relief requested by the motion; and
(5) The signature and date required in Bcr 205.02(a).
(c) A party objecting to a motion shall state, clearly and concisely, the following in his or her
objection:
(1) The defense of the party filing the objections;
(2) The action which the party filing the objection wishes the board to take on the motion;
(3) The statutes, rules, orders, or other authority relied upon in defense of the motion;
(4) Any facts which are additional to or different from the facts stated in the motion; and
(5) The signature and date required by Bcr 205.02(a).
(d) A party filing an objection to a motion shall specifically admit or deny each fact contained in the
motion. Failure to deny a fact contained in a motion shall constitute the admission of that fact for the
purposes of the motion. In the event a party filing an objection to a motion lacks sufficient information to
either admit or deny a fact contained in the motion, the party shall so state, specifically identifying such
fact.
(e) Motions shall be decided upon the writings submitted. Repetitious motions shall not be
submitted.
(f) Objections to motions shall be filed within 10 days after the filing of the motion. Failure to object
to a motion within the time allowed shall constitute a waiver of objection to the motion.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12;
amd by #12620, eff 9-18-18
PART Bcr 207 ADJUDICATIVE PROCEEDINGS
Bcr 207.01 Applicability.

(a) This part shall govern all proceedings conducted by the board except:
(1) Rulemaking proceedings; and
(2) Nonadjudicative investigations.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #8213, eff 11-22-04
Bcr 207.02 Commencement of Proceedings.
(a) The board shall commence an adjudicative proceeding by issuing a notice to the parties at least
15 days before the first scheduled hearing date or first prehearing conference.
(b) The notice commencing an adjudicative proceeding shall:
(1) Identify the parties to the proceeding as of the date of the order;
(2) Briefly summarize the subject matter of the proceeding, and identify the issues to be
resolved;
(3) A statement of the legal authority under which the hearing is to be held;
(4) A reference to the particular sections of the statutes and rules involved;
(5) Specify the date by which, and the address where, appearances or motions by
representatives shall be filed;
(6) Specify the date, time, and location of an initial prehearing conference or dates for an oral
hearing;
(7) Identify the presiding officer for the proceeding, if other than the chair of the board;
(8) A statement that each party has the right to have an attorney present to represent the party
at the party's expense; and
(9) Contain such other information or attachments as are warranted by the circumstances of
the case including, but not limited to, orders consolidating or severing issues in the proceeding
with other proceedings, and orders directing the production or exchange of documents.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.03 Docketing, Service of Notice, Public Notice.
(a) The board shall assign each adjudicative proceeding a docket number, and serve the hearing
notice upon all parties to the proceeding by first class mail.
(b) All subsequent notices, decisions, and orders issued by the board, including any amendments to
the hearing notice, shall be served upon the parties, by first class mail.
(c) Orders, notices, and decisions of the board, and motions, memoranda, exhibits, and other
documents and data submitted to the board in a docketed case shall be kept in a docket file and made
available for public inspection in the board's office.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12

Bcr 207.04 Intervention.
(a) A petitioner shall state with particularity in his or her petition for intervention the following:
(1) The petitioner's interest in the subject matter of the hearing;
(2) The petitioner's position with respect to the subject matter of the hearing;
(3) Why the interests of the parties and the orderly and prompt conduct of the proceeding
would not be impaired; and
(4) Any other reasons why the petitioner should be permitted to intervene.
(b) Petitions for intervention shall be granted anytime during the proceeding if the petitioner has a
substantial interest in the proceeding, granting the petition is in the interest of justice, and if granting
intervention will not unduly delay the board's proceeding.
(c) Once granted leave to intervene, an intervenor shall take the proceeding as he or she finds it and
no portion of the proceeding shall be repeated because of the fact of intervention.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.05 Right to Counsel.
(a) Parties and witnesses in an adjudicative proceeding may be represented by counsel, but an
attorney appearing on behalf of a party shall first file a letter announcing the fact of representation at the
earliest date practical.
(b) Requests for appointment of counsel shall not be entertained, and the board shall have no
responsibility for the legal expenses of any licensee, applicant, intervenor or witness.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.06 Prehearing and Other Informal Conferences.
(a) At any time following the commencement of an adjudicative proceeding, the presiding officer,
upon motion, or upon his or her own initiative, shall request the parties to attend one or more prehearing
conferences when such a conference would aid in the disposition of the proceeding. Parties deciding not
to attend these conferences do so at their peril.
(b) Matters which can be addressed at a prehearing conference shall include:
(1) The distribution of exhibits and written testimony, if any, to the parties;
(2) Opportunities and procedures for simplification of the issues;
(3) Possible amendments to the pleadings;
(4) Opportunities and procedures for settlement;
(5) Possible admissions of fact and authentication of documents to avoid unnecessary proof;
(6) Possible limitations on the number of witnesses, and possible limitations on the scheduling
of witnesses;

(7) Possible changes to the standard procedures which would otherwise govern the proceeding;
and
(8) Other matters which might contribute to the orderly, prompt, and fair resolution of the
proceeding.
(c) The board shall cause all prehearing conferences to be recorded excluding settlement
discussions. Matters decided at a prehearing conference shall be reflected in an appropriate order.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.07 Discovery and Disclosure.
(a) The board shall provide for the disclosure of any investigative report or other unprivileged
information in the possession of the board, which is reasonably related to the subject matter of the
proceeding.
(b) Parties shall attempt to agree among themselves concerning the mutual exchange of relevant
information. If these efforts prove unsuccessful, a party wishing to initiate discovery against another party,
shall, by motion, seek leave to do so and shall identify the exact type of discovery requested.
(c) Discovery shall be permitted against a party when:
(1) The parties cannot adequately address specific relevant factual issues at the time fixed for
the presentation of evidence and addressing these issues at a subsequent time would place the
requesting party at a material disadvantage;
(2) The requested method of discovery is reasonable and the requested discovery would not
cause material unfairness; and
(3) The request for discovery is not made for the sole purpose of delaying the proceedings.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.08 Evidence.
(a) Proceedings shall not be conducted under the rules of evidence, but the evidentiary privileges
recognized by the law of New Hampshire shall apply to proceedings under this chapter.
(b) All data which will reasonably assist the board to arrive at the truth shall be admissible, but data
which is irrelevant, immaterial, unduly repetitious, or cumulative, shall be excluded.
(c) Oral testimony shall be allowed unless the board, upon a finding that written evidence would be
more efficient and would not result in material prejudice, orders that some or all of the evidence be
submitted in written form.
(d) If the board officially notices a fact, it shall so state, and permit any party, upon timely request,
the opportunity to show the contrary.
(e) Witnesses appearing before the board shall testify under oath or affirmation.
(f) The board shall cause an audiotape or stenographic record to be made of hearings and prehearing
conferences. This record shall be transcribed upon the request of a party who pays the estimated cost of

transcription in advance. However, if the board elects to transcribe some or all of the record for its own
use, the transcribed portions shall be included in the public docket file.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; #ss by 10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.09 Burden of Proof.
(a) The party asserting the affirmative of a proposition shall have the burden of proving the truth of
that proposition by a preponderance of the evidence.
(b) Without limiting the generality of paragraph (a), above, all moving parties and all petitioners
shall have the burden of persuading the board that their motion or petition should be granted.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.10 Methods of Proceeding.
(a) Where facts material to the subject matter of the proceeding are in dispute, and personal
observation of witnesses or the immediate opportunity for cross-examination of witnesses is necessary or
desirable, the proceeding shall, to that extent, consist of a trial-type evidentiary hearing with the subsequent
submission of memoranda.
(b) Oral motions and any oral objection to such motions shall be recorded in full in the record of the
hearing. If the presiding officer finds that the motion requires additional information in order to be fully
and fairly considered, the presiding officer shall direct the moving party to submit the motion in writing,
with supporting information.
(c) The foregoing paragraphs shall not limit the board's authority to structure individual proceedings
in a manner suitable to their particular subject matter and recognized due process requirements, or to require
the submission of additional data at any time with the consent of the parties.
(d) The presiding officer shall schedule supplemental argument or hearing, or re-argument, at any
time prior to the issuance of a final order in a proceeding.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12;
amd by #12620, eff 9-18-18
Bcr 207.11 Inquiry By Presiding Officer.
(a) The presiding officer shall make such inquiry of witnesses or counsel, as he or she believes
necessary to develop a complete record for decision.
(b) Other board members participating in the proceeding shall also ask such questions and make such
inquiries, subject to recognition by the presiding officer.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.12 Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. The presiding officer shall accept
any proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law and shall direct any party to submit proposed findings
of fact and conclusions of law pursuant to RSA 541-A:35 if the presiding officer believes proposed findings
or conclusions would be helpful to the board in deciding the case. Pursuant to RSA 541-A:35, if, in

accordance with this section, a party has submitted proposed findings of fact, the board’s decision shall
include a ruling upon each proposed finding.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.13 Ex parte Communications. Once an adjudicative proceeding has been commenced, no
party shall communicate with any participating board member or the presiding officer concerning the merits
of the case except upon notice to all parties and in accordance with the rules of this chapter. Nor shall any
party cause another person to make such communications or otherwise engage in conduct prohibited by
RSA 541-A:36.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 207.14 Decisions.
(a) A board member shall not participate in making a decision unless he or she personally heard the
testimony in the case, unless the matter’s disposition does not depend on the credibility of any witness and
the record provides a reasonable basis for evaluating the testimony.
(b) A proposal for decision shall become a final decision upon its approval by the board.
(c) The board shall keep a decision on file in its records for at least 5 years following the date of the
final decision or the date of the decision on any appeal, unless the director of the division of records
management and archives of the department of state sets a different retention period pursuant to rules
adopted under RSA 5:40.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 208 PRESIDING OFFICER
Bcr 208.01 Designation.
(a) Adjudicative proceedings commenced by the board shall be conducted by a presiding officer.
(b) The board's chairperson shall serve as presiding officer or shall designate another board member
to so serve.
(c) The presiding officer in an adjudicative proceeding shall be subject to replacement upon order of
the board at any time, and without notice or hearing.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 208.02 Authority of Presiding Officer.
(a) The presiding officer shall possess all authority with respect to the procedural aspects of
adjudicative proceedings, including, but not limited to, the power to administer oaths and affirmations,
direct the course of the proceeding, and decide scheduling, discovery and other procedural issues.
(b) Except as provided by Bcr 208.04, the presiding officer shall receive no testimony or argument
on the merits of the case unless a quorum of the board, including the presiding officer, is present.

(c) Except in proceedings conducted pursuant to Bcr 208.04, the presiding officer shall, consistent
with the fair and orderly conduct of the proceeding, permit board members who are present during any
stage of an adjudicative proceeding to make inquiries of the witnesses, as provided in Bcr 207.11.
(d) Except as provided by Bcr 208.04, the presiding officer shall not accept final offers of settlement
or impose consent decrees. When a settlement has been proposed in writing, the presiding officer shall
refer it to the board for decision.
(e) The presiding officer shall not decide motions or enter orders which finally resolve any specific
issue or issues which the board has designated for hearing. Unless otherwise ordered by the board,
potentially dispositive motions shall be referred to the board if the presiding officer believes that they have
sufficient merit to warrant prompt consideration.
(f) If the presiding officer believes that a default or similar final order should enter against a party,
the presiding officer shall issue a written recommendation to the board, with service on the parties and
intervenors, and the board shall take appropriate action after allowing the parties and intervenors 10 days
to file objections thereto.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 208.03 Exceptions to Interlocutory Rulings by the Presiding Officer.
(a) There shall be no interlocutory appeal to the board of procedural or discovery orders made by the
presiding officer.
(b) Objections to adverse rulings by a presiding officer shall be brought to the attention of the board
by including such objections in any exceptions taken to a proposed decision under Bcr 207.04. When a
proposed decision is not issued, such objections shall be presented to the board as a motion or as part of a
closing memorandum submitted within 10 days from the close of the hearing or such further period as the
presiding officer shall allow.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 208.04 Proposed Decisions By Presiding Officer.
(a) When so ordered by the board, evidence shall be received solely by a presiding officer who shall
be charged with preparing a written proposed decision with recommendations for the final disposition of
the case and any pending motions. Such proposed decision shall be served upon the parties, intervenors,
and the board.
(b) Exceptions and supporting memoranda of law directed to the full board shall be filed within 30
days from the date the proposed decision was served. Replies to exceptions and supporting memoranda
shall be filed within 15 days from the date on the document being replied to.
(c) If a party or intervenor wishes to present oral argument to the board the party or intervenor shall
file a separate motion for oral argument within the time allowed for filing exceptions or replies to
exceptions.
(d) If no exceptions to a proposed decision are filed, the board shall, within 10 days following the
deadline for filing exceptions, issue an order announcing that the proposed decision shall be reviewed by
the board on its own motion, or issue an order stating that the proposed decision shall automatically become
the final decision of the board on the 41st day following the date it was served upon the parties.

(e) When the board has directed a presiding officer to receive evidence and enter a proposed decision,
there shall be no communications between the presiding officer and the board members concerning the
merits of the case, and the board members shall not participate in the questioning of witnesses at the hearing,
as would otherwise be permitted by Bcr 207.12.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 209 RECONSIDERATION AND STAY
Bcr 209.01 Motion for Reconsideration or Rehearing.
(a) Final adjudicative orders of the board, and orders denying petitions for declaratory rulings or
rulemaking, shall take effect on the date it is served upon the parties, intervenors or petitioners pursuant to
Bcr 204.04(c).
(b) Motions for reconsideration or rehearing shall be filed within 30 days after service of a final
adjudicative order. The board shall make no distinction between the terms "reconsideration" and
"rehearing."
(c) A motion for reconsideration shall:
(1) Include any memorandum of law the movant wishes to submit;
(2) Identify each error of fact, error of reasoning, or erroneous conclusion contained in the
final order which the movant wishes reconsidered; and
(3) Concisely state the correct factual finding, correct reasoning, and correct conclusion urged
by the movant.
(d) The board shall grant or deny the motion, or any part thereof, on its merits, to the extent the
motion has revealed errors of law, fact or policy in the board's prior decision. The board shall also treat the
motion as one for reopening and order the receipt of such additional data or additional argument as it
considers necessary to evaluate newly discovered evidence or cure alleged procedural errors.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 209.02 Reconsideration on the Board's Own Motion.
(a) Within the time frame specified in Bcr 209.01(b), the board shall correct, reconsider, revise or
reverse any final action on its own motion if the board discovers new facts that indicate such final action
was incorrect.
(b) If the board's action is based upon the existing record, prior notice shall not be given to the parties.
(c) If the board's action is based on new facts not in the existing record, the board shall provide the
parties with notice and an opportunity to be heard before any final revision is made by the board.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 209.03 Stay of Board Orders.
(a) Board actions shall be stayed only in response to a specific motion requesting a stay or by the
board acting on its own motion.

(b) A motion for stay shall be considered only if it is filed within the time period for requesting
reconsideration specified by Bcr 209.01(b) and demonstrates good cause sufficient to warrant the stay of
an action by the board.
(c) Filing a motion for reconsideration above shall not stay a board order. Combining a motion for
stay with a motion for reconsideration shall be permissible, however.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 210 CONSOLIDATION AND SEVERANCE
Bcr 210.01 Consolidation. Adjudicative proceedings which involve the same, or substantially
related, issues shall be consolidated for hearing or decision, or both, when fairness, accuracy and efficiency
would be served by such an action. Consolidation shall be ordered in response to a timely motion from a
party or on the board's own initiative.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 210.02 Severance. The board shall sever one or more issues from a proceeding and dispose of
those issues in another proceeding when doing so would materially promote the fairness, accuracy and
efficiency of the proceeding. Severance shall be ordered in response to a timely motion from a party or on
the board's own initiative.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 211 INVESTIGATIONS
Bcr 211.01 Informal Investigations.
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, the board, within the limits of its authority, and
acting through its members, officers and employees, or through independent contractors, shall make inquiry
of any person and otherwise gather data, and prepare reports describing the data obtained whenever:
(1) It receives data which leads it to believe that a violation of any statute administered by the
board, or of any rule of the board, has occurred, or is likely to occur; or
(2) It desires to obtain data for any other lawful purpose.
(b) Informal investigations shall gather information which is appropriate to the circumstances of the
case, including requests for additional information from the complainant, requests for a release of relevant
records belonging to or under the control of the complainant and face-to-face meetings with potential
witnesses and interested persons.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 211.02 Formal Investigations.
(a) The board shall commence a formal investigation for the purpose of obtaining documents,
recorded testimony, and otherwise gathering information relevant to the board's jurisdiction.

(b) Formal investigations shall be commenced by the issuance of an order of investigation
containing:
(1) The statutory or regulatory authority for the investigation;
(2) Any statutes or rules believed to have been, or about to be, violated;
(3) The possible regulatory action;
(4) The identity of the persons, or class of persons, who are the subject of the investigation;
(5) The general nature of the conduct being investigated;
(6) The identity of the investigating officer or committee;
(7) The date upon which the investigating officer shall report his or her findings and
recommendations to the board; and
(8) Other provisions relevant to the issues under investigation and the time, place and manner
in which the investigation is to be conducted.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 211.03 Informational Hearings.
(a) The board shall conduct informational hearings to assist in gathering information concerning
policy matters, such as the adoption of board rules.
(b) The board chair, acting chair, or another board member designated by the chair shall serve as the
presiding officer at informational hearings and shall conduct all facets of the proceeding.
(c) Sworn testimony shall not be received at informational hearings unless an order of investigation
has been issued by the board.
(d) The board shall establish the order and the length of the presentations made in informational
hearings, and, consistent with any applicable statutes, limit the time allotted to each speaker.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 212 RULEMAKING
Bcr 212.01 How Adopted. A board rule, or any amendment or repeal thereof, shall be adopted by
order as provided by RSA 541-A:3 and in Bcr 211. Rules shall be proposed by petition or on the board's
own initiative.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 212.02 Petition for Rulemaking.
(a) Any person shall make a request to the board to commence a proceeding for the purposes of
adopting, amending, or repealing a rule by filing a petition which contains:
(1) A statement of the intent, purpose, or particular result intended by the petitioner;

(2) If the petitioner proposes to amend or repeal an existing rule, an identification of the
particular rule sought to be amended or repealed;
(3) Any data or argument the petitioner believes would be useful to the board in deciding
whether to commence a rulemaking proceeding; and
(4) The proposed text.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 212.03 Disposition of Petition.
(a) The board shall by order grant a petition for rulemaking if the proposal is consistent with the laws
regulating the state building code review board, RSA 155-A:10 et seq, advances the purposes thereof and,
if implemented, would be required to be adopted as a rule. Before issuing such an order, however, the
board shall require additional data or argument from the petitioner or other interested persons, if necessary
for the board to reach its decision.
(b) If the petition is denied, the board shall state the reason therefore in the order. If the petition is
granted, the board shall undertake to commence a rulemaking proceeding in accordance with RSA 541A:3.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 212.04 Deficiencies in Petitions.
(a) If the board determines that any petition does not meet the requirements of this section, it shall
immediately notify the petitioner in writing of the specific deficiencies.
(b) Upon receipt of a corrected petition the board shall take action as outlined in Bcr 212.03.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 213 RULEMAKING HEARINGS
Bcr 213.01 Scope. This part shall apply to rulemaking hearings required pursuant to RSA 541-A:11.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 213.02 Notice. The board shall cause to be published in the New Hampshire Rulemaking
Register a notice of its intent to hold a rulemaking hearing pursuant to RSA 541-A:6.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 213.03 Presiding Officer.
(a) The hearing shall be presided over by the chairperson of the board or his or her designee.
(b) The chairperson or designee shall:
(1) Determine whether a quorum of the board is present for the hearing;

(2) Call the hearing to order;
(3) Cause a recording of the hearing to be made;
(4) Recognize those who wish to be heard;
(5) Maintain order during the hearing; and
(6) Adjourn the hearing.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 213.04 Order of the Hearing.
(a) Any individual who wishes to testify at the hearing shall provide his or her full name on a
speakers list furnished by the board.
(b) Individuals shall be called to testify in the order in which they signed up.
(c) Before adjourning the public hearing and after all individuals who signed up have been heard,
the chairperson or designee shall call for any new testimony from any new speaker.
(d) When the chairperson or designee has determined that no other individual wishes to testify, he
or she shall close the public hearing.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 213.05 Postponement and Continuations.
(a) The chairperson or designee shall postpone a hearing to a later date, time or place in the event of:
(1) Inclement weather;
(2) A lack of a quorum; or
(3) Determination by the board that postponement of the hearing shall facilitate greater
participation by the public.
(b) The chairperson or designee shall continue a hearing to a later date, time or place in the event
that:
(1) The time allotted is not sufficient to give each individual who wishes to testify an
opportunity to do so; or
(2) A lack of a quorum due to unavoidable absence.
(c) Notice of a postponement or continuation of a public hearing or of extension of the public
comment period shall be provided pursuant to RSA 541-A:11, III and IV(d).
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12

Bcr 213.06 Written Comments. Individuals may submit comments in writing or electronic format
to the board on proposed rulemaking actions any time from the time notice has been published until the end
of the public comment period as set forth in the notice of rulemaking.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 213.07 Copies of Recordings.
(a) All hearings shall be recorded.
(b) A copy of the recording may be requested by submitting a written request to:
State Building Code Review Board
Office of the Commissioner
Department of Safety
33 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03305
(c) Pursuant to RSA 91-A:4, persons requesting a copy of the audio recording shall pay the actual
cost of duplication.
(d) Recordings of proceedings shall be preserved in accordance with state law and department of
safety records retention policies.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12;
amd by #12620, eff 9-18-18
PART Bcr 214 RULES TO UPDATE OR CHANGE THE STATE BUILDING CODE
Bcr 214.01 How Adopted. Rules to update or change the state building code for the codes described
in RSA 155-A:1, IV shall be adopted by order as provided in Bcr 214. Rules shall be proposed by petition
or on the board's own initiative.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 214.02 Petition for Adopting Rules to Update or Change the State Building Code Manuals.
(a) Any person shall make a request to the board to commence a proceeding for the purposes of
updating or changing the state building code manuals for the codes described in RSA 155-A:1, IV by filing
a petition which contains:
(1) A statement of the intent, purpose, or particular result intended by the petitioner;
(2) If the petitioner proposes to amend or repeal an existing rule, an identification of the
particular rule sought to be amended or repealed;
(3) Any data or argument the petitioner believes would be useful to the board in deciding
whether to commence the adoption of the rule; and
(4) The proposed text.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12

Bcr 214.03 Disposition of Petition.
(a) The board shall by order, grant or deny a petition for the update or changing of the state building
code in accordance with the requirements of RSA 155-A.
(b) Upon receipt of a petition, the board shall vote whether to send the matter to a public hearing to
be held within 30 days of the vote.
(c) If the board votes to send the matter to a public hearing and after the public hearing, the board
shall vote whether to update or change the state building code.
(d) Notwithstanding any rule to the contrary, if imminent public safety issues are at stake, the board
shall waive the need for a public hearing and adopt the rule change, however a public hearing shall be held
within 60 days of the vote.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 214.04 Deficiencies in Petitions.
(a) If the board determines that any petition does not meet the requirements of this section, it shall
immediately notify the petitioner in writing, of the specific deficiencies.
(b) Upon receipt of a corrected petition, the board shall take action as outlined in Bcr 213.03.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff
1-17-12, EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 215 APPEALS
Bcr 215.01 Scope.
(a) The rules in this part shall apply to all appeals to the state building code review board from a
final decision of the electricians’ board, established under RSA 319-C:4, or the board of home inspectors,
established under RSA 310-A:186.
(b) Notwithstanding Bcr 207.01, unless otherwise specifically stated in this part, the general
procedures of the board’s hearing process shall apply to appeals.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12;
amd by #12620, eff 9-18-18
Bcr 215.02 Definitions. For the purpose of this part, the following terms shall be defined as follows:
(a) “Evidence” means all information, other than oral argument, submitted and considered by the
board as part of the appeal record.
(b) “Licensing board” means the electricians’ board, established under RSA 319-C:4, or the board
of home inspectors, established under RSA 310-A:186.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12;
amd by #12620, eff 9-18-18
Bcr 215.03 How to Appeal.

(a) To initiate an appeal, the aggrieved party from the hearing below shall file with the board a notice
of appeal. The notice of appeal shall be signed by the aggrieved party or his or her lawyer or representative
and shall be filed within 30 days of the date of the final decision or order by the licensing board.
(b) The notice of appeal shall contain the following:
(1) The name and address of the appellant;
(2) The name and address of the appellant’s lawyer or representative, if applicable;
(3) If applicable, the name/s and address/es of the complainant, and other parties if applicable,
at the proceeding below;
(4) The grounds for the appeal, including:
1. A detailed explanation of the appellant’s objections to the decision; and
2. Description of errors in the decision;
(5) Any background facts that relate to the appeal; and
(6) A description of the relief requested.
(c) The aggrieved party shall file with the notice of appeal a copy of the decision that is being
appealed.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 215.04 Rejection of Notice of Appeal.
(a) Unless the pertinent rule has been waived pursuant to Bcr 203.02, the board shall reject a notice
of appeal if:
(1) The notice of appeal is untimely; or
(2) The notice does not substantially conform with Bcr 215.03.
(b) The board shall reject a notice of appeal if:
(1) The appellant does not have standing; or
(2) The board does not have jurisdiction over the subject matter of the appeal.
(c) If the board rejects a notice of appeal, it shall inform the appellant in writing setting forth the
reasons for its action.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 215.05 Commencement of the Appeal.
(a) Within 10 days of receipt of a notice of appeal, the board shall commence the appeal by issuing
an order of notice to all parties to the proceeding appealed from by first class mail, postage prepaid.
(b) The notice shall:
(1) Identify the parties to the proceeding;
(2) Briefly summarize the subject matter and identify the issues to be resolved;

(3) Specify the statutory authority for the proposed action;
(4) Identify any applicable board rules;
(5) Specify the date by which, and place where, appearances shall be filed;
(6) Specify the date, which shall be no earlier than 14 days from the date of the notice or
prehearing conference, time and place of the first day of oral argument, if any, which may be
limited to procedural matters;
(7) Specify the date and address for the submission of written materials;
(8) Specify that each party has the right to have an attorney present to represent the party at
the party’s expense; and
(9) Specify that each party has the right to have the agency provide a certified shorthand court
reporter at the party’s expense and that any such request shall be submitted in writing at least
10 days prior to the hearing.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 215.06 Transcripts from Licensing Board. The licensing board shall supply the board a certified
copy of the record and a transcribed copy of the testimony at the licensing board’s expense at least 5 days
prior to any scheduled hearing or within the timeframe as directed by the board.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 215.07 Standard of Review on Appeal.
(a) On appeal, the appellant shall have the burden of proving, by a clear preponderance of the
evidence, that the licensing board’s decision was:
(1) Not supported by substantial evidence on the record;
(2) Arbitrary and capricious;
(3) An abuse of the licensing board’s discretion; or
(4) Otherwise unlawful.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 215.08 Evidence. Review shall be based on the record below. The board shall not receive or
consider any additional evidence, except for newly discovered evidence and such evidence as the board
deems necessary for it to rule on the merits of the appeal.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 215.09 Appeal Hearing Process.
(a) The appeal hearing shall begin with an opening statement by the presiding officer of the board,
which shall describe the issues raised on appeal, the applicable standard of review, and the procedures to
be followed at the hearing.
(b) The appellant, or his or her representative, shall then offer any oral argument in support of the
appeal.

(c) The appellee, or his or her representative, shall appear at the appeal hearing and may present oral
argument in support of its decision.
(d) Members of the board may question the parties at any time during the oral argument. The board
shall, as necessary, extend the time limitation imposed in (e) to accommodate extensive questioning by the
board.
(e) Oral arguments shall be limited to 15 minutes unless a party has requested at least 2 weeks in
advance for additional time. Additional time shall be granted if the matter is complex enough to merit it.
(f) At the conclusion of the oral arguments, the hearing shall be adjourned.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 215.10 Appeal Decisions.
(a) All decisions rendered by the board shall be made on the basis of the record before the board.
(b) Board members who hear an appeal, and who are not recused for good cause, shall not abstain
from deciding the appeal.
(c) The board may affirm or reverse the decision of the licensing board, or remand the case back to
the licensing board for action consistent with the board’s decision.
(d) The board shall set forth its decision in writing, with findings of fact and conclusions of law.
Source. #8323, eff 4-12-05; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 216 DECLARATORY RULINGS
Bcr 216.01 Petitions for Declaratory Rulings.
(a) A petition for a declaratory ruling on matters within the jurisdiction of the board shall be filed by
a person as a petition which meets the requirements of Bcr 206.01(b).
(b) Such a petition shall also set forth the following information:
(1) The exact ruling being requested; and
(2) The statutory and factual basis for the ruling, including any supporting affidavits or
memoranda of law.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; renumbered by #8323 (from
Bcr 215.01); ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff 1-17-12,
EXPIRES:
7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
Bcr 216.02 Action on Petitions for Declaratory Rulings.
(a) The petitioner shall provide such further information as the board shall direct after reviewing the
petition.
(b) Petitions shall be dismissed when the board lacks subject matter or personal jurisdiction.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; renumbered by #8323 (from
Bcr 215.02); ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff 1-17-12,

EXPIRES:
7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
PART Bcr 217 EXPLANATION OF RULE
Bcr 217.01 Request for Rule Explanation.
(a) Within 30 days after the adoption of a rule, any interested person may request the board to issue
a statement explaining the following:
(1) The principal reason(s) for and against the adoption of a rule in its final form; or
(2) Reasons why the board overruled arguments and considerations relative to the rule.
(b) Rule explanation requests shall be received and disposed of in the following manner:
(1) Requests shall be submitted to the board at:
State Building Code Review Board
Office of the Commissioner
Department of Safety
33 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03305
(2) When a request for rule explanation has been received by the board, the board shall issue
a statement responsive to the request within 60 days. The statement shall provide the
information required by (a) above.
Source. #8044, eff 2-17-04; renumbered by #8323 (from
Bcr 216.01); ss by #10073, INTERIM, eff 1-17-12,
EXPIRES: 7-16-12; ss by #10161, eff 7-13-12
APPENDIX
Rule
Bcr 201.01
Bcr 202.01
Bcr 203.01
Bcr 203.02
Bcr 204
Bcr 205
Bcr 206.01
Bcr 206.02
Bcr 206.03
Bcr 207.01- Bcr 207.07
Bcr 207.08
Bcr 207.09
Bcr 207.10 & Bcr 207.11
Bcr 207.12
Bcr 207.13

Specific State Statute the Rule Implements
RSA 541-A:7
RSA 541-A:7
RSA 541-A:30-a, I
RSA 541-A:30-a, III (j)
RSA 541-A:30-a, III(f)
RSA 541-A:30-a, III (a)
RSA 541-A:30-a, III(a)
RSA 155-A:11 & RSA 541-A:30-a, III(a)
RSA 541-A:30-a, III(a)
RSA 541-A:30-a, I
RSA 541-A:33
RSA 541-A:30-a, III(d)
RSA 541-A:30-a, I
RSA 541-A:35
RSA 541-A:36

Rule
Bcr 207.14
Bcr 208 – 210
Bcr 211
Bcr 212
Bcr 213
Bcr 214
Bcr 215.01 & 215.02
Bcr 215.01(a)
Bcr 215.03-215.10
Bcr 216
Bcr 217

Specific State Statute the Rule Implements
RSA 541-A:16, I & RSA 541-A:35
RSA 541-A:30-a, I
RSA 541-A:16, I(b)
RSA 541-A:16, I(c)
RSA 541-A:16, I(b)(3)
RSA 541-A:16, I(c) & RSA 155-A:1, IV
RSA 541-A:7
RSA 541-A:16, I(b)(2); RSA 541-A:30, I
RSA 541-A:30-a, III & RSA 155-A:11-a
RSA 541-A:16, I(d)
RSA 541-A:11, VII

