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Proposed Stair Geometry changes to the 2009 NH Building Code

1. Section R311.7.4.1. Riser Height currently reads: "The maximum riser height shall
be 7-3/4 inches (196 mm)." Change "7-3/4 inches (196 mm)" to "8-1/4 inches
(210 mm)". Leave the rest of this section that describes how to measure the riser
height unchanged.

2. Section R311.7.4.2 Tread Depth currently reads: "The minimum tread depth shall
be 10 inches (254mm)." Change "10 inches (254 mm)" to "9 inches (229
mm)". Leave the rest of the 1st paragraph of this section that describes how to
measure the tread depth unchanged. In the second paragraph of this section, which
deals with winders, the 1st sentence currently reads "Winder treads shall have a
minimum tread depth of 10 inches (254 mm) measured between the vertical
planes of the foremost projection of adjacent treads at the intersection of the
walkline. Change "10 inches (254 mm)" to "9 inches (229 mm)". Leave the rest
of the paragraph unchanged.



REASON: Currently, the IRC2009 and the Rules for Modular Buildings and Building
Components use different metric standards to govern the geometry of stairways.
There is no appreciable difference in terms of safety between the 7 3/4 x 10 code in the
IRC and the 8 1/4 x 9 rule for modular buildings. The submitting parties agree that
consistency for all new homes without any impact on safety is a desirable outcome of
this proposal.

FISCAL IMPACT: There is no fiscal impact to state and local governmental bodies as a
result of this proposal. There is a positive fiscal impact on the construction industry
by increasing the affordability of housing, especially at the more economical end of
the housing spectrum.
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