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November 3, 2017 

TO: Office of Strategic Initiatives 

FROM: North Country Resource Conservation and Development Area Council 

RE: Comments on potential updates to the NH 10 Year Energy Strategy 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the update of the NH 10 Year 

Energy Strategy 

 

The NH 10 Year State Energy Strategy is comprehensive and highly technical assessment 

of NH’s current energy usage, and its future potential.  

 

The Strategy should refine its over-arching goal(s) to succinctly capture the essence of 

the plan, through which progress can be measured.  Goals should be a metric related to 

retention of energy expenditures in the state.  To the extent that the plan does not provide 

this, it should be revised to achieve this. 

 

The goal(s) should set out a clear set of actions framed around 1) the reduction in overall 

energy use (efficiency and conservation) and 2) the generation of the electric, thermal and 

transportation energy we use from sources we control and do not have to import 

(renewables and fuel switching). This is simple, and compelling.  Use less energy, and of 

the energy we use – produce as much as possible here at home 

 

This should be the primary focus of the plan.  All tangible public benefits of a 

progressive energy strategy – job creation, resurgent and sustainable development, 

greenhouse gas emission reductions, environmental benefits, and mostly importantly 

economic self-determination – will flow directly from this goal.  It can be easily 

measured, tracked and reported.  

 

Policy makers and opinion leaders should be able to support this and it will be easier for 

NH citizens to understand, more compelling for people to support, and as a result, more 

likely to be accomplished. 

 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments. 
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I would like to see each town become more independent of the "big grids". Utilizing wind, solar, water, 
geothermal to provide as much energy as they can.  It's not to be completely independent--- but be less 
dependent on the big grids.  
Thank you 
 
Leslie Jose 
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Hello, 
 
 The US Department of Energy website shows that NH is currently using building codes established in 
2009. https://www.energycodes.gov/adoption/states/new-hampshire 
Was there ever an update to these building codes?  
 
 Below I have provided a link to a 2013 letter from the U.S Department of Energy indicating that Governor Hassan 
dropped the ball on updating these codes as required. Was ever a response sent to the Department of Energy from 
our Governor's office? As you can see below, the letter from the Secretary of Energy speaks of HUGE savings in 
efficiency. I would love to see Governor Sununu champion those savings for our state. 
 
https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/documents/NewHampshireDOEDeterminationLetter05312013.pdf 
 

"Energy efficiency — getting more from the energy we use — is one of our top opportunities for helping households 

and businesses save money, growing jobs, and improving our environment. The Department is dedicated to helping 

states achieve greater energy efficiency, including the adoption and implementation of updated building energy 

codes. These codes are a cost-effective way to reduce energy bills and to employ energy efficiency measures that 

can be more costly to implement through subsequent retrofits. Energy cost savings for New Hampshire resulting 

from the state updating its building energy codes in accordance with federal law are significant, estimated to be on 

the order of nearly $40 million annually by 2030." - Dr. Kathleen Hogan 

 

The most updated information I can find regarding the building codes, is a meeting agenda from the New Hampshire 

State Building Code Review Board from 8 September 2017, mentioning "Status of elimination of RSA 155-D, 

Energy Conservation in New Building Construction" - http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XII/155-D/155-D-

mrg.htm 

 

I would like to know much more about "status of elimination of RSA 155-D, Energy Conservation in New Building 

Construction." What level of public outreach has been pursued and to what extent has the public been invited to 

comment on such a monumental decision? The agenda I am referencing can be found at this 

link: https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/meetings/documents/20170908-agenda.pdf 

 

As part of my recommendations for the revisions to the 10-year stratey, I would like to suggest that we 

maintain efficiency and conservation in the language of our state building codes. As stated above in Dr. Hogan's 

letter, "These codes are a cost-effective way to reduce energy bills." Retrofits are more costly, and would be 

unnecessary if new buildings / homes are held to standard requirements before construction. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

 

Kaela Law 

Francestown, NH 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.energycodes.gov/adoption/states/new-hampshire
https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/documents/NewHampshireDOEDeterminationLetter05312013.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XII/155-D/155-D-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XII/155-D/155-D-mrg.htm
https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/meetings/documents/20170908-agenda.pdf
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From Marianne Jackson, MD, MPH 

Madison NH 03849 

 

In light of the National Climate Assessment report, it is imperative that New Hampshire takes a strong position in its 

10 year Strategy to uphold the Paris Climate Accords, strive to reduce greenhouse gas emissions on an even more 

aggressive timeline, and commit to supporting renewable energy and energy efficiency by all means possible.   

  

This is an economic imperative.  Our state’s air quality, water quality, shoreline development, infrastructure stability 

(roads, bridges are obvious), agriculture and tourism are all susceptible to the damages of climate change.  It is also 

a means of attracting the kinds of industry and young, talented workforce that is drawn to regions with investments 

in our energy future.  We need to drastically reduce our reliance on outside sources of power and grow our in-state 

production of distributed renewable energy. 

Specifically, in the coming 10 years, we need to  

         Be consistent with all of New England in adopting and supporting electric 

vehicle transportation with widely distributed charging stations, procurement of EV’s 

for municipalities and state agencies,    

         Allocate a much higher percentage of RGGI funds to innovations and 

implementation of energy efficiency measures and growth of job training in 

renewable energy fields rather than fuel assistance.  This investment should be 

broadened for municipalities and schools so that all rate payers can benefit. 

         Require the PUC to triple the funding for renewable energy installment rebates 

for large and small installations. 

         Set 50% higher targets in the RPS for renewable energy 

         By 2020, determine alternative tax revenue sources other than gasoline (and not 

fuel-efficient cars) for road and infrastructure maintenance. 

         Create financial incentives for non-profit organizations and municipalities to 

install large and small solar arrays with group net metering that can benefit low and 

moderate-income homeowners 

         Stabilize rebate levels and incentive programs including net metering formulas to 

reduce uncertainty in the renewable energy industry. 
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I am a long time NH resident. 
 
I think NH needs to get “green" as soon as possible. Global warming trends are occurring and we must 
take the most conservative green energy approaches to curb these trends as best we can.  
We need to follow strategies that will pursue the greatest long term ratio of energy created to carbon 
emissions. 
 
We should promote local green energy sourcing as much as possible. 
 
Hydro Quebec’s energy  and transmission (Northern Pass) originates too far away. That energy should 
serve Canadian needs. The impacts of their planned above ground transmission lines are too great. 
Northern Pass’s above ground transmission lines  appears to be being pushed for, so that Eversource 
can make profits from it. That energy should go elsewhere, where it will not create such negative 
consequences as the power lines will, above ground, over the scenically valuable lands of Norther NH. 
 
NH should pursue local green energy sources like local solar, local hydro, local wind. These local green 
energy solutions should be pursued in cooperation with the local communities, and should first serve to 
supply their energy needs, locally.  
 
NH should also promote as much efficiency as possible. Allowable vehicle emissions standards should be 
cleaner. Appliance and Machinery efficiency should be promoted. Incentives for efficient buildings 
should be furthered. 
Tax gasoline and automotive diesel higher. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Chris Rice 
Berlin, NH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 |  P a g e

 

 
Please reference the attached ISO NE document regarding the growth and impacts of photovoltaic 
energy resources in New England, and in particular the graph on page 6. 
 
As that curve illustrates, the hour at which peak demand on the grid's large scale electricity producers 
occurs is decreasing and shifting later into the day.  With greater PV, peak loads appear to be in the time 
frame of 7 p.m. - 10 p.m., with a significant drop after 10 p.m.  My observation is that even a modest 
quantity of battery-back up storage could contribute meaningfully to addressing the 7-10 p.m. peak time 
period, which could avoid the need for more expensive and less environmentally friendly energy 
resources to operate. 
 
Accordingly, I believe an updated Energy Strategy should include elements that encourage the 
development and increased installation of battery storage technologies.  I realize the economics and 
options for battery storage are not yet at a point sufficient to justify large scale movement in this 
direction.  But initial steps in this direction will help to encourage better equipment development, as well 
as strategies for effectively integrating battery storage and energy release into the grid. 
 
I personally have been living with PV power, completely off the grid, with battery storage for about 13 
years.  Our home is modern with few lifestyle compromises.  A backup generator is required and 
averages about 16 hours/year of operation.  So I think I can safely say batteries work.  Providing for 
several days of cloudy weather for us requires a significant battery bank.  But if the objective is only to 
gain a few hours of power, a much more modest installation would likely suffice and be feasible as well. 
 
Regards, 
 
Robert J. Cote 
Deerfield, NH 03037 
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Nov 5, 2017 
 
Office of Strategic Initiatives 
 
Dear Strategic Initiatives, 
 
New Hampshire needs a clean energy future. As you consider revisions to the State Energy Strategy, I 
urge you to prioritize clean energy, energy efficiency, and achievable climate goals. This will help not 
only the NH economy but the health and well-being of NH residents. 
Clean energy will help keep our natural tourist attractions welcoming and attractive sites to help our 
tourist economy thrive. 
 
We need a state energy strategy that is built on modern energy resources like solar and wind, not on 
dirty fossil fuels. That aggressively uses energy efficiency to lower energy costs for families and 
businesses alike. That prioritizes electric vehicles so New Hampshire doesn't fall behind on the 
transportation revolution or lose tourism dollars. And that puts New Hampshire on a trajectory to 
address climate change now when it matters most, not later. 
 
It's time for New Hampshire to lead on clean energy. Clean energy and energy efficiency bring good local 
jobs and reduce rates of asthma and illness among New Hampshire children. With forward-thinking 
investments, New Hampshire can become a climate and technology leader, keeping more money in our 
local economy and spending less on out-of-state oil and gas. And these investments will provide our 
children with the jobs of the future, not jobs sure to be phased out. 
 
Our State Energy Strategy currently calls for strong energy efficiency programs, more clean energy, and 
electric vehicles. Any revised strategy should continue to call for these, and must also include rigorous 
but achievable greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals in line with the 80% less by 2050 objective in 
the New Hampshire Climate Action Plan. 
 
I urge you to support the clean energy future we need. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Linda Kipnes 
Hudson, NH 03051-5075 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 |  P a g e

 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the discussion of New Hamphsire's energy strategy.  

Maine and Massachusetts have taken steps to develop offshore wind energy. The federal bureau of offshore energy 

management coordinates efforts and could help New Hampshire work in a regional manner to take advantage of the 

offshore wind resource. The Governor's office should work with BOEM to that end.  Another related idea, in the 

event that the federal government initiates another round of military base closures, is to convert the Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard into a staging facility for offshore wind construction. We have a small coastline, but we can still 

participate and benefit from offshore wind development. 

In general, speaking as an "early adopter" who has been living off the grid with solar electric energy since 1986, and 

driving a hybrid since 2002, I will say that any work we can do to encourage conservation and a future free of fossil 

fuels is well worth the effort. I know that weather does not equal climate, but we can see the effects of a warming 

world. 

Thank you. 

Fred Portnoy 

Canterbury, NH 
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NH should proceed in its energy policy, planning, and implementation according to the parameters laid out in the 

following links:  

 

http://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/I/WWS-50-USState-plans.html 

 

Interactive infographics: 

http://thesolutionsproject.org/why-clean-energy/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/I/WWS-50-USState-plans.html
http://thesolutionsproject.org/why-clean-energy/
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Good morning- 
Throughout my career I was a senior education administrator in several Rocky Mountain states. I moved 
back to NH and am very supportive of renewable energy as a way to decrease pollution and increase 
economic competitiveness (I taught economics). I am not a fan of wasteful governmental spending but 
understand that fighting broad based problems (pollution, co2) and supporting regional economic 
growth (forward focused innovation in renewable energy) are great places to invest government 
resources. This is using public money for the public good. 
Thanks for listening, Todd 
 
Todd Horn, Ed.D. 
Board Consultant |Executive Coach 
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Dear Office of Strategic Initiatives, 

  
Please find comments in the PDF enclosed for public input to the 10 year State Energy Strategy. 
  
Thanks, 
-chris 
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To whom it may concern, 
 
I and my wife are deeply opposed to Northern Pass as long as it is on towers above ground. If they bury 
it, we have no problem. New Hampshire scenery is not for sale. The majority of the power is headed for 
states south of us so why should be despoil our state for them. Bury the damn thing and let Eversource 
and the southern rate payers absorb the extra cost. 
 
Van and Betsy Adriance 
Center Sandwich, NH 03227 
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Dear Sir or Madam: 

Attached please find a petition titled “Calling for a Great State Energy Strategy for New Hampshire” that is being 

submitted to the Office of Strategic Initiatives as the testimony/comments of 315 New Hampshire residents 

(including me) and businesses relative to this matter—in addition to such testimony/comments as the signatories to 

the attached submit on their own.   

As is indicated on the attached, this petition is sponsored by the Citizens' Climate Lobby (New 

Hampshire chapters), ECHO Action, 350NH and Toxics Action Center.  Special thanks are 

extended to Anne Huberman, being copied on this e-mail, for all of her fine work in preparing 

and managing this online petition.   

As the attached is rather large, I would greatly appreciate acknowledgment of receipt of this e-

mail and the petition by whoever opens this e-mail.  I have also requested a “Delivery Status 

Notification” and “Return Receipt” on my end, but am not sure if these requests will translate to 

your end. 

Thank you for your time and courtesy, and for accepting testimony/comments in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Husband 

Litchfield, NH  03052 
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Good morning OSI Director and Staff.  Please accept my attached comments. 

 

Best regards,  

 

Ted Vansant 

New England Commercial Solar Services 

Office  603-968-7359 

Mobile 603-387-9577 

ted@necsolarservices.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ted@necsolarservices.com
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Attached please find Conservation Law Foundation’s comments relative to the New Hampshire 10-Year State 

Energy Strategy, together with a zip file containing accompanying attachments.   

 

Please contact me if you have any difficulties with either of these files, or if you have any questions. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Dorene Hartford 
Office Manager 
CLF New Hampshire 
 
27 North Main Street 
Concord, NH  03301-4930 

 
P: 603-225-3060 

E: dhartford@clf.org 
 

For a thriving New England  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dhartford@clf.org
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Please find attached comments from the New England Power Generators Association (NEPGA) on updates to New 

Hampshire’s 10-year State Energy Strategy.  NEPGA thanks the Office of Strategic Initiatives for the opportunity to 

provide written comment.  Please feel free to contact me directly should you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dan Collins 

 

Daniel P. Collins 
Director of Government Affairs 
New England Power Generators Association 
dcollins@nepga.org  
office: 617 902-2344 
mobile: 339 236-0433 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dcollins@nepga.org
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Dear Sir or Madam: 

Attached please find my personal testimony/comments for this matter, supplementing my testimony/comments 

embodied in the petition titled "Calling for a Great State Energy Strategy for the State on New Hampshire," 

previously submitted. 

Thank you for your time and courtesy, and for accepting testimony/comments in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Husband 

Litchfield, NH  03052 
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Please find attached comments on the State Energy Strategy update on behalf of Granite State Hydropower 

Association.  

Sincerely,  

Madeleine Mineau 
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I am writing to comment on the 2017 NH Energy Strategy.  
 
Our State Energy Strategy currently calls for strong energy efficiency programs, more clean energy, and 
electric vehicles and I believe it that would be better left alone. If any revising is done, the revised 
strategy must continue to focus on energy efficiency and renewable energy, including more solar and 
offshore wind, and phasing out fossil fuels, including no further importing of natural gas especially any 
natural gas that comes from fracked sources. It must also include rigorous but achievable greenhouse 
gas emissions reduction goals in line with the 80% less by 2050 objective in the New Hampshire Climate 
Action Plan.   
 
Sincerely, 
April Walker 
Greenville, NH 03048 
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6 November 2017 

TO:  NH Office of Strategic Initiatives (OSI) via email to osiinfo@osi.nh.gov 

FROM:  Kate Hartnett, Deerfield and Berlin NH (nhkate98@gmail.com)  

 

RE:  Comments to NH OSI on proposed 2014 Energy Strategy Update 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input to the proposed update.  I write from my 

perspective of working in a variety of ways on energy issues since the 1970’s.  I currently serve 

as Vice Chair of the Deerfield Planning Board, which created the Energy Chapter in our Master 

Plan in 2012.  My specific comments on this matter follow. 

BACKGROUND:  From the realities outlined in the 2016 book The Grid (G. Bakke), to 

innovation in many places, including New York, and most states in New England, the approach 

to energy strategies likely will play a significant role in economic success or failure.  OSI has the 

opportunity to help New Hampshire succeed.    

SUMMARY:  The track record objectively shows that the most cost effective energy strategy is 

to reduce the need for supplies through efficiency and conservation, and meet more of the 

remaining demand through energy storage and renewable supplies.  Innovation to become 

smaller, more flexible, quicker, adaptive, and increasingly locally sourced will lift New 

Hampshire; business as usual will sink us, or at least cause us to fall behind others. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS:  New Hampshire has a long tradition of successful work on energy 

innovation.  To continue that trend, please: 

 Build on the existing 2014 Strategy, while making the improvements called for. 

 Continue to support proven initiatives such as Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
(RGGI), Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS), Renewable Energy Credits (RECs), Net 
Metering, etc. 

 Adopt the 2015 building codes, as is.   

 Ensure that all new construction and major renovations are EnergyStar certified, if not 
more. 

 For best results, provide incentives for building inspectors and code enforcement 
officers to become expert with that 2015 code and EnergyStar programs. 

 Take a look at what New York State and Vermont are doing to recognize 21st century 
realities and position their states for a more resilient economy and building stock.  Pick 
some programs that could help New Hampshire join that path. 

AN OCTOBER STORM EXAMPLE:  I write these comments on Monday 6 November 2017 

because the disruption from the 29-30 October rain and wind storm caused extensive road 

closures and power losses that lasted over a week for some.  Had the weather been colder, many 

would have had to leave their homes for shelters.  Homes built for energy efficiency would be 

more resilient, allowing more people to stay in the safety of their homes. And more energy 

efficient workplaces would be sooner available to return to.  More distributed generation and 

storage would have reduced outage extent and time.  All better for the economy, as well as 

peoples’ safety, comfort, and productivity.  This is the new reality we should be preparing for. 

Thank you again for your time and consideration. 

mailto:osiinfo@osi.nh.gov
mailto:nhkate98@gmail.com


144 |  P a g e

 

 

Dear Jared, 

 

Attached please find the Business and Industry Association’s letter regarding revisions to the state's 2014 10-Year 

State Energy Strategy. A hard copy was sent to you on Friday, November 3rd. You should be receiving it in the mail 

today.  

 

Thank you. 

Shirley Streeter 

Business & Industry Association of NH 

122 North Main Street 

Concord, NH  03301 

Tel:  603-224-5388 x 104 

 

 
 

Promoting a healthy climate for job creation and a strong New Hampshire economy. 
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Dear Mr. Chicoine, 

 

Please find attached the written comments of New Hampshire Legal Assistance regarding potential updates to the 

State’s Ten Year Energy Strategy.  We appreciate the opportunity to submit written comments at this time. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Raymond Burke 

Law Graduate 

Admitted to practice in New York and Massachusetts 

Not admitted to practice in New Hampshire 

New Hampshire Legal Assistance 

117 North State Street 

Concord, NH  03301 

T: (603) 206-2214 

F: (603) 223-9194 

www.nhla.org 

 

Connect with NHLA!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nhla.org/
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Dear OSI, 

 

I'm very concerned about the process that is being followed for commenting on 

the 10 Year State Energy Strategy.   

I find it unacceptable that you gave limited notice on the hearings and that 

they were not very centrally located and were poorly advertised.   What's 

even worse is that I am unable to read any of the comments as they come in 

and so am unable to respond to other peoples good or bad ideas.   

If you'll notice, during the 2014 Strategy comment period, the comments were 

published and appeared contemporaneously.   

New Hampshire and the world, need to make a wartime push to combat climate 

change.  We need all the best ideas and problems discussed openly.  We need 

all hands on deck. 

Please read this article to understand how desperately we need our next State 

Energy Strategy to be focused on 100% renewable electricity by 2030 and 100% 

renewable total power by 2050.   

Here’s How Far the World Is From Meeting Its Climate Goals 

 

 
 

 

 

Here’s How Far the World Is From 

Meeting Its Climate Goals 

By Brad Plumer 

Two years after countries signed a landmark climate agreement in 

Paris, the world remains far off course from pr... 

 

  

 

Furthermore, NH needs to take the rules regarding RGGI participation out of 

the hands of our legislators.  They should be able to vote on whether or not 

to participate, but allowing them to constantly adjust how much funding goes 

to which programs is better left to the PUC.  This has been amply 

demonstrated in that 4 of our 6 NE neighboring states that have RGGI overseen 

by the PUC or DPU have scored amazing successes and are in the top 10 

nationally for Energy Efficiency.  NH and Maine, who let the legislature play 

political football with these programs rank #13 for Maine and a discouraging 

#21 for New Hampshire.   

Energy Efficiency should be a conservative value.   

Thank you for taking my comment. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia A Martin 

Rindge, NH 03461 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/11/06/climate/world-emissions-goals-far-off-course.html?smid=pl-share&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202017-11-06%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:12738%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
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Good afternoon,  

 

I simply wanted to comment that I hope time of day pricing is a central part of the 10 Year State Energy Strategy.  I 

know that a pilot is underway, but this sort of variable pricing has been done for years in a variety of ways in other 

states.  This is a market-based solution that can lead to greater consumer awareness, smooth out demand on our 

infrastructure and lead to reduced costs for all parties involved.  Thank you for your work on this.  

 

Kevin Porter  
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Director Chicoine, 

 

Please find the attached comments from the New England Ratepayers Association regarding revisions to the New 

Hampshire State Energy Strategy. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Best regards,  

 

Marc 

 

Marc Brown | President | New England Ratepayers Association 

Ph: 603-369-4301  | PO Box 542 | Concord, NH 03302 | marc@neratepayers.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:marc@neratepayers.org
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Good afternoon, 

It is my pleasure to submit the attached comments to Office of Strategic Initiatives on behalf of 

Timberland, Stonyfield Farm, Worthen Industries, and Gravity Group New England. As 

companies headquartered in New Hampshire, these businesses appreciate the opportunity to 

provide detailed testimony as OSI considers potential updates to the 10-Year Energy Strategy. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew 

 

 
Matthew Willner 
Senior Associate, State Policy  
Ceres 
617-247-0700 ext. 210 
willner@ceres.org  
www.ceres.org 
 
Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:willner@ceres.org
http://www.ceres.org/
http://www.facebook.com/ceres.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/236658/
http://www.twitter.com/ceresnews
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Jared and all,  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NH 10 Year Energy Strategy.  Please find NHDES comments 

attached. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Becky 

 

 

 

Rebecca E. Ohler 

Administrator, Technical Services Bureau 

NH Dept. of Environmental Services 

(603) 271-6749 
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Hi Jared, Joe and Chris, 

 

Please find NHSEA's comments on potential updates to NH's 10 year state energy strategy, attached. 

 

Thanks for extending the deadline as well, very helpful for us and others! 

 

Hope to see you all soon, 

 

Best, 

Kate 

 

 

--  

Executive Director 
NH Sustainable Energy Association 
603.777.7700 
www.nhsea.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nhsea.org/
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Attached please find Liberty Utilities’ comments regarding revisions to New Hampshire’s 10 Year Energy Strategy. 

 

Please contact me with any questions. 

 

Thank you 

 

Michael    

 

Michael Licata | Liberty Utilities  (East Region) | Director, Government Relations 
P: 603-216-3520 | E: Michael.Licata@libertyutilities.com 

15 Buttrick Road, Londonderry, NH 03053 
VAT#123456  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Michael.Licata@libertyutilities.com
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Office of Strategic Initiatives: 

What will we tell our grandchildren?  How can we sit idly by and do nothing to reduce 
our impact on climate change? These are the questions that haunts us today and, in 
2012, propelled my wife and I to take further action to reduce our home's energy 
footprint.  We had purchased a hybrid vehicle some years earlier and heard about the 
home energy star weatherization program.  About this same time, our local (Temple) 
energy committee was helping people install solar hot water systems and purchase 
solar PV panels.  The incentives and grants available enabled us to do more than we 
ever dreamed:  In addition to weatherizing our home (at half the cost) and installing a 
solar hot water heating system, we had a 5,000 kilowatt PV system mounted on our 
roof.  By selling power back to the grid, we cut our electricity costs in half.  And that was 
after retrofitting our home for central air-conditioning (another consequence of global 
warming).  We also cut our fuel oil bill in half! 

We are far from wealthy financially, however, our lives and that of our 3 children were 
greatly enriched by this "living demonstration" that people are not powerless and we do 
not have to succumb to manipulation and further profiteering by the fossil industry.  We 
can (and did) reduce our production of greenhouse gasses, dependence on global 
warming fossil fuels by these modest changes to our home.  If individuals can have 
impact their own lives so dramatically, just imagine what energy planners like 
yourselves can do at the state level!   

Clearly we are at a crossroads.  We never would have thought that solar energy 
generation could be so successful in our climate -but it is.  Moreover, studies have 
shown that we do not lack sufficient conventional energy sources in NH. We simply lack 
the imagination and courage (political will) to stand up and say, "enough is 
enough."  We and many of our neighbors refuse to believe that we are powerless to 
combat and reduce our greenhouse gas production.  The technology for solar and other 
alternative energy production equipment is 50-75% less today than it was in 2012.  And 
the technology for energy capture -especially solar PV - improves almost on a daily 
basis.   

Now is the time to move our state forward and demonstrate -to our neighboring states 
and entire nation- that green power is a viable alternative to fossil fuels.  We should set 
goals of reducing our fossil fuel use for power generation to zero by 2030 and our 
overall fossil fuel use to zero by 2050.  If we don't challenge ourselves and strive to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, what will we tell our grandchildren when the 
consequences of global climate change overtake us? 

Gary & Connie Nielsen 

Temple, NH  03084 
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To:  Office of Strategic Initiatives 

 

RE:  New Hampshire's 10-Year Energy Strategy 

 

Please find attached as an introduction to GPT, our 2016 NH Energy Summit presentation. 

 

Our brief comments with regards to New Hampshire’s 10-year Energy Strategy are as follows: 

 

1.  We would like to see more metrics to gage progress, or some objective measurement  criteria 
that  shows that it is working. 

2. Smart meter technology should be incorporated . 
3. Establish an independent administrator for expanded energy efficiency programs…similar to 

Efficiency Maine. 
4. Natural Gas supply and availability…more pipeline capacity. 
5. Transportation Options need to also focus on increased “weight limits”. 
6. Encourage small-scale CHP units for EV charging stations. 

 

We would appreciate the opportunity to further discuss our comments with the OSI staff. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

Dick Arnold, CEO 

Gorham Paper and Tissue LLC 

White Mountain Tissue LLC 

Cell: 207-478-5934 

Office: 603-342-3644 

Email:  dick.arnold@gorhampt.com 

www.gorhampt.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dick.arnold@gorhampt.com
http://www.gorhampt.com/
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Dear Sirs/Madam, 
 
I attended the Energy Conference this last Saturday organized by the 
NHSEA. The following energy sources are not identified as follows: 
 

 NH has a, large number of large and small dams which hold a 
large amount of “Kinetic Flow Energy’. Which is wasted by 
pouring over a spillway and lost forever. 
 

 In Europe they have taken to retrofitting “Archimedean Screw” 
generators [see attached] into many river and stream dams. The 
systems also act as “Fish Ladders” and have been proven not to 
damage or kill the passing fish [they can go both ways]. Note 
numerous Fish ladders are underused and yet water runs 
through them wasted. 

 

 Here NH has a proven method to place/retrofit a “Microgrid of 
power systems” on dammed rivers/streams and feed the power 
into the local grid and for real emergencies NH experiences 
when the Power lines are damaged. Systems are available from 
30 Kw to now 800 Kw.  

 

 The State should encourage local Municipalities and counties to 
review all the dams for usefulness of the water flowing over 
them and plan to place an “Archimedean Screw “generator or 
generators. There are currently available Federal Tax incentives 
for Each State for “renewable/sustainable energy production”.  
 

Please consider the above as my input for the revision of NH state 
Energy sources for the next push for renewable/sustainable 
production here in NH 
 
Sincerely yours 
 
Geoff Daly 
 
Nashua NH 03064-2877 
USA. 
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Hi, 

 

My input for the 10 year plan.   

 

As NH is a state that promotes "educate" and "don't regulate", we need a plan to educate people on energy 

efficiency and renewable energies.  How it benefits their wallets (save $$), have a more comfortable 

building/home, healthier and safer building/home, and have more money $$ to spend locally in NH.   For the State, 

slow done the importing of energy and keep the dollars in the State of NH. 

 

There should be 3 flavors of educational workshops offered throughout NH.   

 

1.)  Weatherization:  Most existing NH homes have way too much excess air flow going through them and poorly 

insulated.  Educate folks about having an energy professional perform a comprehensive home energy audit for them 

to educate them about what they can do for themselves (do-it-self projects and advance projects energy professionals 

can do.  Educate about the energy programs to help pay for these energy improvements (Home Performance with 

Energy Star).  How to find qualified experienced home energy auditors - keep in mind anyone can do energy audits 

in NH as no licensing or certification required. And there is no definition of what is a home energy audit, I heard of 

windows sales people offering free home energy audits. 

 

The Button Up NH Home Energy Savings workshops should be conducted throughout the state year round. 

 

2.)  Renewable Energies:  As NH is the second most dependent state on heating oil, people need to be educated 

about alternative energies like using solar panels and air heat pumps (mini-splits), biomass (cord wood and pellets), 

geothermal, etc.   This will save people lots of money and we reduce importing energy and exporting out $$. 

 

3.) Simple Do It Your Self Projects.  NH could reduce a significant amount of money leaving our State by having 

people switch to all LED light bulbs.  Yes there are rebates and they are inexpensive, but people are still buying 

what they are comfortable with, like incandescent bulbs.  Educate about phantom loads and ways to reduce - 

complete waste of energy and money.  Clean dryer vents, turn hot water down to 120, how to improve existing 

windows, how to seal electrical outlets on exterior walls, seal up the bulkhead door and other opening to the outside 

in the basement, and much more. 

 

So we need a real push to educate NH people.   You can have all the policies, rebates and such - but if people are 

not educated and motivated then nothing happens. 

 

Thanks, 

Bob 

 

 

Bob Eldredge 

Concord, NH 
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NH should proceed in its energy policy, planning, and implementation according to the parameters laid out in the 

following links:  

 

http://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/I/WWS-50-USState-plans.html 

 

Interactive infographics: 

http://thesolutionsproject.org/why-clean-energy/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/I/WWS-50-USState-plans.html
http://thesolutionsproject.org/why-clean-energy/
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Dear Mr. Ellms, 

 

My general overall impression of the current energy strategy is 

that it has an over-reliance theme on renewable energies and 

efficiency measures in terms of reducing electricity bills.  To be 

sure, these energies play a growing part in our energy mix and 

should be pursued as the free market allows.  The current plan 

places an unrealistic hope that wind and solar are a panacea and 

seems to omit the extreme expense for the value obtained.  I 

think a more balanced plan is warranted and a clear strategy for 

reducing energy costs should be explored.  For instance, what 

should be our strategy for delivering more natural gas into the 

state during the winter to keep electric costs down? 

 

It seems that there is an absence of any strategic plan for nuclear 

energy.  As I understand it, there is a growing interest nationally 

in Small Modular Reactors (SMR).  They are small (50 

megawatts), far less expensive, and portable.  Recently, the 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission just accepted the first 

application for one in Idaho.  Perhaps we should leave the door 

open for the idea by mentioning it as a potential long range 

opportunity. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and solicit our views. 

 

Respectfully, 
 

 
Doug Thomas 

NH State Representative, Rockingham 05 (Londonderry) 

www.dougthomasnh.com 

603-490-3226 

 
 

http://www.dougthomasnh.com/

