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State of New Hampshire 
State Government Energy Committee 

 
Meeting Summary Notes 

Committee Meeting 
 

Monday, January 6, 2020 
2:00 to 4:00 PM 

 
JOC Conference Room, Building One 

Department of Military Affairs and Veteran’s Services 
1 Minuteman Way, Concord, NH 

 

Attendees:  

Co-Chairs: Jared Chicoine, Office of Strategic Initiatives and Bob Scott, New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services 

SGEC Members: Bill Cass (Dept. of Transportation); Tammy Nelson (Dept. of Health & Human 
Services); Karen Cramton (Public Utilities Commission); Steven Lavoie (Dept. of Safety); Warren 
Perry (Adjutant General’s Department); Karen Rantamaki (Dept. of Admin Services); Seth 
Prescott (Dept. of Nat. and & Cult. Resources); Timothy Buzinski (Fish and Game Dept.); 
Rosemary Wiant (Liquor Commission); Jon Hanson (Dept. of Corrections). 

Guest: Lisa Robles- Cota (office of Strategic Initiatives) and Gary Lunetta (Dept. of  Admin 
Services), Jeff Smith (Dept. of Corrections) 

Staff: Heather Fairchild (Dept. of Health & Human Services) Tara Merrifield (Dept. of Admin 
Services); Donnie Perrin (Dept. of Admin Services); Chris Moore (Dept. of Admin Services); Chris 
Skoglund (Dept. of Environmental Services); Alexis Labrie (Office of Strategic Initiatives); and 
Elizabeth Strachan (Dept. of Environmental Services).  

 

Meeting Agenda: 

1. Welcome & Introductions –SGEC Co-Chair Jared Chicoine, OSI  

2. Approval of Summary Notes from August 5, 2019 

Passed with no discussion or objections.   

3. Annual Reports 

a. Fleet Report  

Tara Merrifield reported on the progress of the state fleet to meeting their goal to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the state fleet by 30 percent by the year 2030.  
The data from fiscal year (FY) 2019 shows an increase in the miles per gallon for the 
state fleet.  Tara explained that she is looking more deeply into the data to determine 
why the rise in MPG occurred, but that when looking over the past several years the 
trend is still a reduction toward the goal.  Tara also explained that they were in the 
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process of doing a pilot with a few agencies that would use telematics to reduce overall 
fuel use as well as help to identify which vehicles in the fleet would be ideal candidates 
to be replaced by electric vehicles. 

b. Conservation Plan 

Chris Moore presented the work complied in the FY 2019 Conservation Plan.  Chris 
reported that 15 out of the 16 departments submitted energy conservation plans 
outlining 68 energy efficiency projects. 

c. Annual Report 

Donnie Perrin reported on the data that will be presented in the Fiscal Year 2019 
Annual Energy Report.  Donnie reported on several aspects of the report including 
square footage versus energy consumption; energy costs; fossil fuel energy use 
intensity; weather impacts of building energy use; and gathering better data.  

4. State Goal and Preliminary Potential Pathways 

Chris Skoglund presented recent energy scenario modeling begun by the support staff. The 
modeling is intended to help identify strategic programs and projects that the state might 
pursue to reach its long-term fossil-fuel reduction goals.  Chris explained that staff had 
developed a model that can be modified to explore varying scenarios of energy 
management, with the output showing how those scenarios might contribute to the 
achievement of the State’s fossil fuel reduction goals in later years.  He presented some 
preliminary results and explained that staff would continue to work on the modeling and 
present SGEC with scenarios that could be viable for additional study. 

5. Update on SGEC Legislation 

Becky Ohler went over several bills that were relevant to energy and would be on interest 
to the group.  Karen Rantamaki reported that Senate Bill 562 was the bill that concerning 
the State and energy use that the SGEC had worked on previously. 

 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be April and hosted by the Department of Military 
Affairs and Veterans Services. 

 


