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Chairperson Hatfield, members of the CORD committee and other distinguished guests. Thank
you for allowing me to speak at your meeting today.

My name is Larry Gomes and | am the designated spokesperson for the Nash Stream OHRYV Task
Force, which represents the North Country OHRYV Coalition consisting of 17 organizations made
up of local OHRV clubs, snowmobile clubs and Chambers of Commerce and also known as the
founder of the Ride-the-Wilds trail network.

As a long-time visitor to Nash Stream State Forest, | have the utmost respect for what was done
to purchase and preserve this property. As a hiker, | have enjoyed the vistas from Sugarloaf and
Percy Peaks and taken family and friends to wade through the pools at Pond Brook Falls. In the
winter, | have enjoyed many picture perfect snowmobile rides through the Nash Stream trails.

As a volunteer with the Groveton Trailblazers snowmobile club, | helped build many of the
bridges and trails that wind through the forest. | also initiated and lead a four-year long effort
to install over 600 sign posts on the trail system to keep trail signs off the trees in the forest.
My wife and | spent two years building 60 carved wooden signs that are put up each winter
directing visitors to winter destinations. So Nash Stream Forest is a special place for me and my
family we care deeply about its future.

When you look at a map of central Coos County with an outline of the boundaries of the Nash
Stream Forest, you cannot help but be struck by its size. From south to north the forest
stretches over 15 miles, from Rt.110 in the south to within 1.6 miles of Rt. 26 in the north. Itis
impossible to go from east to west without crossing through this great forest. This presents a
challenge of accommodating public use while still preserving the character of the forest.

| believe there is a solution that meets both of these goals and it has been pioneered by others
before me with the establishment of OHRV trails along the perimeter of Nash Stream Forest.

In the north, two OHRYV trails run along existing logging roads and snowmobile trails within a

mile of the northern-most forest border. In the west, the OHRV trail runs along existing logging
roads and snowmobile trails within a mile and a half of the western-most border. In the south,
we have proposed an OHRV trail that would also be within a mile of the southern-most border.

By keeping these trails along the outer perimeter of the forest, we are able to accommodate
the need for these critical trail connections while still preserving the heart of the forest for
traditional uses.



The public use footprint on Nash Stream Forest is actually very small. Adding up all of the
camps, gravel roads, snowmobile trails, hiking trails and OHRYV trails yields a footprint of 496
acres or 1.2% of the forest. In other words, 98.8% of the forest land is currently in its natural
state.

Of this 496 acres, 38.3 acres or 9 one hundredths of one percent of total forest land is being
used as OHRV trails. And this is really double counting because these OHRV trails were
established along existing gravel roads and snowmobile trails that were already in place before
the OHRV trails were opened.

In closing | would like to leave you with these thoughts. The purchase of Nash Stream Forest
was made with unrestricted public funds that came from people from all walks of life. Some
were young, some were old, some were able bodied and some were disabled. There were no
wheeled vehicle restrictions placed on the forest by either the state or the federal government
at the time of its purchase. But one of the goals clearly stated was that the land must remain
open for public recreation.

The citizens of New Hampshire own this land and they pursue many different forms of
recreation including hiking, fishing, hunting, camping, boating, dog sledding, cross country
skiing, snowmobiling and over 17,000 residents currently enjoy OHRYV riding.

| sincerely hope that we can all work together to allow ALL of these recreation uses to continue.
We are willing to work with the CORD committee, the Nash Stream Tech Team and the Nash
Stream Citizens Advisory Committee to address all of their concerns.

Thank you again for allowing me to speak today.

Nash Stream Public Use Footprint Length / Width with Acres % of Forest Land
ditching (40,013 acres)

All gravel roads 66.5 miles @ 35’ wide 282.1 71%
Snowmobile Trails 47 miles @ 25’ wide 142.4 .36%
Corridor B & C OHRV Trails (Kelsey 2.56 miles @ 30’ wide 9.3 02%
Area)

West side OHRV Trail 8 miles @ 30’ wide 29.1 07%
Camps (private and state owned) 91 camps @ .25 acre 22.8 .06%
Hiking Trails 21.3 miles @ 4’ wide 10.3 .03%
All Roads, Trails and Camps 496.0 1.2%




