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FROM THE DESK OF THE STATE LIBRARIAN.....Last November, Jane Lyman, who has worked at
the State Library since 1972 retired. Jane is a very talented Reference Librarian and had worked for both the
State Library and the State Law Library. Jane was responsible for indexing the Session Laws and the House
and Senate Journals. This indexing took special knowledge and expertise and Jane was especially skilled at this
task. She will be very difficult to replace. In looking through Jane's personnel file, I found many letters and cards
that had been sent to her and her supervisors thanking her for the outstanding work she had done over the years
to connect New Hampshire citizens with information they needed.

Jane has left a strong legacy of service for the State Library; she has been a mentor to the many librarians
who have started their careers at the State Library. The staff of the State Library will miss Jane and we wish her

Happy Trails as she starts the next adventure of her life.

- Michael York, State Librarian

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE TOWN OF SUTTON

by Shannon Storm, Trustee
Sutton Free Library
927-4927 « www.sutton-nh.gov/Public_Documents/SuttonNH_Library/index

On October 31, 2012, Sutton Free Library marked the end of an era when Librarian Jeanette Couch retired
after 50 years of service to the Town of Sutton. More than 150 Sutton residents joined the library trustees, State
Librarian Michael York, and Sutton Selectmen Walter Baker and Ricia McMahon in thanking Jeanette for her
service and in celebrating her achievement. Attendees shared memories about past library visits and wrote let-
ters of congratulation that were gathered into a scrapbook for Jeanette. Sutton Central School students and their
teachers treated Jeanette to a Trick-or-Treat parade as part of the festivities. This was a fitting tribute to Jeanette,
considering the generations of Sutton Central School children who walked from the elementary school to the
Library to hear stories under her careful watch. A new granite bench was installed on the Library grounds in
Jeanette's honor, with a plaque commemorating Jeanette's 50 years as Sutton Town Librarian. Such a long
record of service is a remarkable achievement which is not likely to be repeated.



If you wish to congratulate Jeanette on her retirement, the trustees will be sure to share your messages with
Jeanette (suttontrustees @yahoo.com).

Beth Cernek, Chairperson of the Sutton Free Library
and Jeanette Couch former Library Director enjoy a
moment on the new granite bench recently installed
at the Sutton Free Library in Jeanette's honor. A
plaque is on order to commemorate the celetration
of Jeanette's 50 years of service as Sutton Town Li-
brarian

Sutton Central School students and their teachers
treated Jeanette to a Trick-or-Treat parade as part of
her 50" Anniversaray Retirement Party. Principal Steve
Potoczak directs the students as they form a line in
front of the Sutton Free Library to begin the trick-or-
treating.

Jeanette handed out candy to all of the students, and the
students and staff congratulated Jeanette on her record of
service to the Town of Sutton.
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NEW LIBRARY DIRECTOR AT THE SUTTON FREE LIBRARY

by Shannon Storm, Trustee
Sutton Free Library
927-4927 « www.sutton-nh.gov/Public_Documents/SuttonNH_Library/index

The Sutton Free Library Trustees welcomed Heidi Thoma as Temporaty Library Director in November 2012.
Heidi brings wealth of library and computer experience from her work at the Providence Athenaeum and at
DIGITAS, Boston. Heidi earned her MLIS at the University of Rhode Island and completed an independent
study at Brown University Library center for Digital Initiatives. A resident of Sutton, Heidi has strong ties to the
community and looks forward to serving the variety of people and organizations of the town with library programs
and resources. Heidi's collection development and digital projects experience are especially valuable as Sutton's
collections are prepared for eventual automation. Under Heidi's direction, Sutton will be joining the NHAIS in-
terlibrary loan program and the New Hampshire Downloadable Books Consortium in the coming months. The
Trustees are thrilled that Heidi has joined the Library and look forward to many successful programs in the
months ahead.

KENSINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY'S NEW DIRECTOR
by Susan Gilbert, Director
Kensington Public Library
(603) 775-5022 « www.kensingtonpublclibrary.org

Susan Gilbert started in November 2012 as Kensington Public Library's new director. She succeeds Janet
Szarmach.

Susan was previously the school librarian at the Kensington Elementary School for over six years. She re-
ceived her Master's In Library Science at the University of Rhode Island in 2009. Before that she worked as
manager fo the Water Street Bookstore and then Time of Wonder Bookstore in Exeter, N.H. She loves her new
position and is looking forward to meeting and collaborating with other public libraries in the state.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
BOOK COLUMN

by Linda Jayes, Supervisor
NH State Library
(603) 271-2429 « www.nh.gov/nhsl

Buchar, Laurie and Rebecca Courser. BRADFORD AND WARNER. Arcadia Publishing, 2012. $21.99
ISBN: 978-0-7385-9261-9
Images of America series.

Bury, Alice Wright. HISTORY OF THE WRIGHT FAMILY HARRISVILLE, NH. 2012
Genealogy of the Wright and Bellows families. Includes photographs.

Butts, W.E. CATHEDRAL OF NERVOUS HORSES. Hobblebush Granite State Poetry Series, Vol. 4. 2012
$16.00 ISBN: 978-0-9845921-7-3
Butts is New Hampshire's Poet Laureate.

CONCORD MEMORIES: THE EARLY YEARS. Concord Monitor, 2012. $39.95
ISBN: 978-1-59725-398-7

Black and white images of Concord, with captions and descriptive text, from the 19" century through the
1930s. The book is a joint project of the Concord Monitor, the Concord Historical Society, Concord Public
Library, and the New Hampshire Historical Society.

Cottrell, Bob. NORTH CONWAY. Arcadia Publishing, 2012. $21.99 ISBN: 978-0-7385-9263-3
Images of America series.

De Paola, Tomie. THE BIRDS OF BETHLEHEM. Nancy Paulsen Books, 2012. $16.99
ISBN: 978-0-399-25780-3
Children's story of the Nativity from a bird's-eye view.

Faust, Judy C., producer. SEE WHAT'S WHISPERED: THE LEGACY OF ARTIST DAVID C. BAKER.
Connect Your Stories, 2012.
DVD documentary of Baker, a New Hampshire artist and poet.

Goldsmith, Stevens W., compiler. A DEMON CALLED FIRE: A HISTORY OF THE KEENE, N.H.
FIRE DEPARTMENT, 1756-2003. Peter E. Randall, 2012. ISBN: 978-1-937721-04-6

Gove, Bill. J.E. HENRY'S LOGGING RAILROADS: THE HISTORY OF THE EAST BRANCH &
LINCOLN AND ZEALAND VALLEY RAILROADS. Bondcliff Books, 2012. $29.95
ISBN: 978-1-931271-29-5

Newly revised and expanded edition of book published in 1998.

Hatin, Richard L. EVIL AGREEMENT. Publisher Page, 2012. $24.95 ISBN: 978-0-938467-33-5
Fiction.

Hebert, Ernest. NEVER BACK DOWN: A NOVEL. David R. Godine, 2012. $24.95
ISBN: 978-1-56792-432-9
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Kearney, Meg. THE GIRL IN THE MIRROR: A NOVEL IN POEMS AND JOURNAL ENTRIES.
Persea Books, 2012. $15.00  ISBN: 978-0-89255-285-3
Coming-of-age fiction for young adults.

Kelley, Marty. FAME, FORTUNE, AND THE BRAN MUFFINS OF DOOM. Holiday House, 2012.
$16.95 ISBN: 978-0-8234-2606-5
Juvenile fiction.

Lassiter, Cheryl A. A MEET AND SUITABLE PERSON: TAVERNKEEPING IN OLD HAMPTON,
NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1638-1783. Blue Petal Press, 2012. $19.95  ISBN: 978-0-9858047-0-1
Depicts the history of taverns, tavern keepers, and some of the townspeople and events of Old Hampton.

Mayer, Doug, and Rebecca Oreskes. MOUNTAIN VOICES: STORIES OF LIFE AND ADVENTURE
IN THE WHITE MOUNTAINS AND BEYOND. Appalachian Mountain Club Books, 2012. $18.95
ISBN: 978-1-934028-80-3

Fifteen profiles of people whose lives are linked to the White Mountains. Includes black and white photo-
graphs.

Moulton, Erin E. TRACING STARS. Philomel Books, 2012. $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-399-25696-7
Juvenile fiction about two sisters, friendship and family.

Neufeld, Art. HAIR; THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT. 2012 ISBN: 978-1467953573
All about hair.

Nilsen, Kim Robert. 50 HIKES NORTH OF THE WHITE MOUNTAINS: NEW HAMPSHIRE'S
GREAT NORTH WOODS TO THE CANADIAN BORDER. Countryman Press, 2012. $18.95
ISBN: 978-0-88150-972-4

Older, Julia. TALES OF THE FRANCOIS VASE. Hobblebush Books, 2012. $20.00
ISBN: 978-0-9845921-2-8
Poetry.

Olds, Sharon. STAG'S LEAP. Alfred A. Knopf, 2012. $26.95 ISBN: 978-0-307-95990-4
Poetry.

Poole, Carol Lamprey, and Dorothy Doolittle Farnan. WINCHESTER. Arcadia Publishing, 2012. $21.99
ISBN: 978-0-7385-9265-7
Images of America series.

Pride, Mike. OUR WAY: DAYS AND EVENTS IN THE FIGHT FOR THE UNION. Monitor Publishing
Co., 2012. $29.95. ISBN: 978-0-9818215-2-8
The personal stories of New Hampshire men and women in the Civil War.

Robinson, Gene. GOD BELIEVES IN LOVE: STRAIGHT TALK ABOUT GAY MARRIAGE. Alfred
A. Knopf, 2012. $27.00 ISBN: 978-0-307-95788-7

Rule, Rebecca. THE ICIEST, DICIEST, SCARIEST SLED RIDE EVER! Illustrated by Jennifer

Thermes. Islandport Press, 2012. $17.95 ISBN: 978-1-934031-88-9
Children's book.

January / February / March 2013 5 Vol. 49, No. 1



Smith, Steven D., and Mike Dickerman, editors. WHITE MOUNTAINS GUIDE: AMC'S COMPREHEN-
SIVE GUIDE TO HIKING TRAILS IN THE WHITE MOUNTAIN NATIONAL FOREST. Appala-
chian Mountain Club Books, 2012. 29 edition. Includes pull-out maps. ISBN: 978-1-934028-44-5

Soini, Wayne. PORTER'S SECRET: FITZ JOHN PORTER'S MONUMENT DECODED. Jetty House,
2011. $19.99 ISBN: 978-0-9828236-8-2
The story of Civil War general Fitz John Porter.

Stamos, Helen Coidakis. THE GREEKS OF NEWPORT, NEW HAMPSHIRE. Hedgehog Publishing, 2011.
ISBN: 978-0-9726876-3-8
Stories about the families who emigrated from Greece in the early 1900s to America.

Wingate, Jane. COGGERTON. Sampson's Ridge Press, 2012. ISBN: 978-0-9795043-4-1
Novel about out-of-staters moving to a small town in New Hampshire.

Zwicker, Roxie ]. NEW HAMPSHIRE BOOK OF THE DEAD: GRAVEYARD LEGENDS AND LORE.
History Press, 2012. $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-60949-756-9

The author tells the stories and folklore of New Hampshire's oldest burial grounds. Includes black and white
photographs.

NASHUA PUBLIC LIBRARY OFFERS FACILITATED TAX ASSISTANCE

by Carol Luers Eyman
carol.eyman @nashualibrary.org
Outreach and Community Services Coordinator
Nashua Public Library
(603) 589-4610 » www.nashualibrary.org

The Nashua Public Library, in partnership with the Greater Nashua Asset-Building Coalition's Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance (VITA), will offer IRS facilitated self assistance (FSA) in 2013.

FSA is arelatively new IRS service designed to increase taxpayer access to free tax preparation services.
In its computer lab, the library will give participants online access to tax-preparation software that they can use
to prepare their own returns on Fridays in February. An IRS-certified volunteer will be present to answer ques-
tions.

In each of the past several years, VITA has submitted over 1,000 returns from its site at the Nashua library.
Still, reference librarians had been fielding numerous questions from patrons who preferred to prepare their own
returns but were unsure about which forms to use, where to find them online, and how to file them electronically.
Some of these patrons did not have access to computers at home. Librarians hope that FSA will address their
needs.

This year the program will be offered on a limited basis, on Fridays in February, to test public interest, and
hopefully expanded in the future as demand grows.

The IRS limits eligibility for FSA to filers with income up to $57,000 who do not require the completion of
some of the more complicated tax schedules.
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GRAFTON PUBLIC LIBRARY NAMED TO THE
N.H. STATE REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

The New Hampshire Division of Historicall Resources (NHDHR) is pleased to announce that the State
Historical Resources Council has added the Grafton Public Library to the New Hampshire State Register of His-
toric Places.

The Grafton Public Library existed simply as a traveling collection of books until this Colonial Revival building
was constructed in 1921. Its concrete blocks were created on site, using money-saving volunteer labor. The
library is viewed as the town's way of paying tribute to the importance of learning.

Grafton Public joins a long list of New Hampshire libraries and former library buildings on the State Register,
including:
Allenstown Public Library
Shedd-Porter Memorial Library, Alstead
Smyth Library, Candia
Arah H. Prescott Library, Hooksett
Hills Memorial Library, Hudson
Pelham Library and Memorial Building
Peterborough Town Library
Brown Library, Seabrook
George A. and Emma B. Wiggin Library, Stratham
Shedd Free Library, Washington
Weare Free Library
Thayer Public Library, Winchester

The State Register has helped to promote the significance of many historic properties across New Hamp-
shire. Benefits of being listed on the State Register include:

* Acknowledgment of a property's historical significance in the community;

* Special consideration and relief from some building codes and regulations; and

* Designation of a property as historical, which is a pre-qualification of many grant
programs, including (NHDHR) Conservation License Plate grants and New Hampshire Land
and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP) grants.

Anyone wishing to nominate a property to the New Hampshire State Register of Historic Places must re-
search the history of the nominated property and document it fully on individual inventory forms from the New
Hampshire Division of Historical Places. Having a property listed in the Register does not impose restrictions on
private property owners. For more information visit, www.nh.gov/nhdhr.
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N.H. TEEN FILMMAKERS TO GO

"BENEATH THE SURFACE'" FOR ANNUAL COMPETITION

by Shelly Angers
New Hampshire Department of Cultural Resources
(603) 271-3136 * shelly.angers @dcr.nh.gov
www.nh.gov/nhculture/

The Young Adult Librarians of New Hampshire are pleased to announce the 2013 Teen Video Challenge,
which is part of a national competition that asks teens to create 30- to 90-second public service announcements
that encourage both reading and using public libraries throughout the summer. This year's theme is "Beneath the
Surface."

Teens can incorporate underground, underwater and undercover motifs - as well as others - into the "Be-
neath the Surface" projects. Videos must promote the idea of using public libraries and reading, be designed for
use at any library and be appropriate viewing by audiences of all ages.

Entries will be judged on creativity, message clarity and relevance, motivation and inspiration, and overall
impact. Filmmakers must be 13-18 years old and legal residents of New Hampshire. They may work on their
own or as a team; each participant or group may submit one video per entry.

New Hampshire's top entry will be awarded $275, and the winner's local public library will receive prizes
worth $125. Each participating state's winning video will join other state winners as official national Collaborative
Summer Library Program 2013 Teen Video Challenge champions and will be used to promote summer reading
across the United States.

All music and artwork used in the videos must be created by the entrant or be in the public domain and must
be specified as such on the entry form. Anyone appearing in a video must sign a model release form.

The deadline to enter is February 4, 2013.
For more information about New Hampshire's "Beneath the Surface" 2013 Teen Video Challenge, visit

yals.nhlibrarians.org. For more information about the national competition visit, cslpreads.org/challenge-
overview.html.

LIBRARIAN RETIRES AFTER 14 YEARS
by Lara Croft
Administrative Assistant & Interlibrary Loan Librarian
Plaistow Public Library
(603) 382-6011 » www.plaistowlibrary.com

LuAnn Blair, affectionately known as "Mrs. Lu," joined the library's staff in 1998, and since then has served
as circulation librarian, children's librarian, head of youth services and assistant director. Mrs. Lu has coordinated
over 10 Summer Reading Programs and organized countless children's events, including Baby Lap Sit Reading
Times, Toddler Times, Crafternoons, and Young Authors events. The Children's and Young Adult collections in the
library owe their quality, variety and relevance to her careful and loving selection. She has served the library in
multiple ways by publicizing its goings-on, visiting the local schools, writing press releases to the local papers,
updating and maintaining the website, and running the popular Lunch Bunch Book Club, as well as collaborating
with the N.H. Humanities Council and others to bring informative speakers to the library. Her years here have
left a legacy of passionate commitment to service.
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MERIDEN PUBLIC LIBRARY AUTOMATES

Library Moves to Open-Source System to Increase Flexibility
by Mary H. White, Director
Howe Library, Hanover
(603) 640-3251 » www.howelibrary.org

Meriden Public Library, one of four associate members of Howe Library's (Hanover, NH) Howe/Evergreen
Project, was the first of the four to flip the switch on their computerized catalog and circulation system. Ever-
green, a library-specific open-source software program, allows users to study, change, and improve the software
as it is being used. "Because Evergreen is created collaboratively," says Howe Library Systems Librarian
Pamela Smith, "new features and upgrades, such as enhancing the catalog, are free to participating libraries. We
welcome other New Hampshire libraries to join the Howe/Evergreen Project. Pooling resources helps all of us,
and ultimately offers our patrons far more than any individual library can on its own."

According to Meriden Public Library Director Mary King, "I am pleased to report that everything went
smoothly on December 6th, our first day online. We know our patrons will quickly learn the many advantages of
a computerized system. Meriden saves funds by joining with Howe Library in this venture. Howe staff donated
their time to train us and our annual maintenance costs are significantly less than the other options available."

For more information about the Howe/Evergreen Project, please contact Mary White at (603) 640-3251.

READS 2012 AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
by Lori Fisher, Director
Baker Free Library, Bow
(603) 224-7113 » www.bowbakerfreelibrary.org

The READS Award of Excellence Committee, along with the READS Executive Board, is very pleased to
announce that Sophie Smith of Nashua Public Library is the winner of the 2012 Award of Excellence.

The READS award of excellence recognizes outstanding contributions by a library staff member who has
been instrumental in improving library service to adults. Smith, a reference librarian at Nashua Public Library,
was nominated by library director Jen Hinderer. Hinderer cites Smith's work in developing and maintaining
Nashua's world languages collection and her development of reading materials directed at adult new readers, both
those learning to read for the first time and ESL students new to reading English. Her efforts have resulted in
large increases in the circulation of books in Hindi, Chinese and Spanish. In addition, she has reached outside of
the library, meeting with students and teachers at The Adult Learning Center to determine how best to serve
them. Hinderer wrote in her nomination: "Sophie is a worthy recipient because of her continued commitment to
improving the customer experience in the library. In every decision and change we make as an institution Sophie
is a strong advocate for the patron, she handles daily interactions with the public with grace, understanding, and
good humor. Sophie actively reaches out to the community to gain feedback on how we can better serve them
and is a great example of Excellence in service to adults."

Nomination materials for the 2013 Award of Excellence will be available soon on the READS website. For
more information on this award, please go to www.nhlibrarians.org/reads/index.html.
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NHLA ANNOUNCES 2012 ANN GEISEL AWARD WINNER
by Diane Lynch
NHLA President
Laconia Public Library
(603) 524-4775 ext 12 « www.laconialibrary.org

NHLA is happy to announce that we have a Ann Geisel Award winner this year! None of you will be sur-
prised to hear the name of this most worthy recipient, Bobbi Slossar of the N.H. State Library. Many of us also
know her as Wonder Woman. She graciously accepted the award at NHLA's Fall Conference and Business
Meeting on November 8, 2012.

One excerpted paragraph from her many supporters' statements sums up Bobbi's qualifications for the Anne
Geisel Award. "Bobbi is so much more than the Downloadable Books program administrator for the consortium.
Through many avenues she has impacted every library in the state. She freely shares her tech knowledge and
is tenacious about getting answers despite stumbling blocks. Besides being patient and kind, Bobbi also keeps
things simple and always goes above and beyond, sharing her passion for technology with everyone she meets.
Bobbi will share her views but then really listen to the views of other as well. Her skills and knowledge have
greatly contributed to better libraries throughout New Hampshire, and I know she is very valued not just at the
State Library and through the sections of NHLA, but also in her own town. Her passion is our gain, and we're
much better for having Bobbi as our colleague."

Congratulations, Bobbi! We are thrilled to give you this honor.
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Bobbi Slbssar of the N.H. State Library re-
ceived this year's Ann Geisel Award

January / February / March 2013 10 Vol. 49, No. 1



NEW HAMPSHIRE TALKING BOOKS HOLIDAY PARTY FOR VOLUNTEERS

by Marilyn Stevenson, Director
New Hampshire State Library
Talking Book Services
(603) 271-1498 « http://www.nh.gov/nhsl/talking_books/index.html

On December 10", 2012, the New Hampshire Regional Library hosted a holiday luncheon to thank their
Telecom Pioneer Volunteers for their many hours of dedicated service during the past year. Founded in 1911 as
the Telephone Pioneers of America, the Pioneers are a dynamic network of volunteers comprised of current and
retired telecommunication employees. Skilled local Pioneers repair and refurbish the cassette players used by
the Talking Book Program customers. All eight volunteers were able to attend the luncheon. The staff of the
library prepared all of the food and decorated the area. Each volunteer was recognized and given a certificate
from the Talking Book Services and a certificate from NLS signed by the new Chief Karen Keninger.

-
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Regional Librarian, Marilyn Stevenson, present-
ing NLS certificates to New Hampshire Telecom
Pioneers.

The Telecom Pioneers, from left to right: Earl Peterson, Jim
Dimick, Richard Sibley, Bernard Colgan, Cecile Soucy, Rob-
ert Stevens, and H. Gary Brundrett (not pictured)
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