MINUTES

BOARD OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING MEETING 

Monday, August 5, 2002

1:00 PM

Room 201 – LOB

Chairman Kenneth R. Nielsen called the meeting to order at 1:06 p.m.

The following members were present:  Sherrie Keith, Linda Rogers, Florence Quast, Judy Williams, Kenneth R. Nielsen and Stephen Baker.  Absent:  Rep. Robert Letourneau, Rep. Warren Henderson and George Maskiell.  Also present for the Board were Anna Mae Twigg, Clerk, and Atty. Connie Stratton, AG’s Office legal counsel to the Board.

Other persons and parties in attendance included Rep. David Russell, Billy Cate, Marie Sherman and Atty. David Inmen.

Full tape-recorded transcripts are maintained by the Board.

Deliberations – the Board maintains full tape-recorded transcripts of each hearing and the deliberations on each.

Motion was made by Ms. Keith and seconded by Ms. Quast to accept the Minutes of the June 10, 2002 Board meeting.  All in favor.

Complaint Hearings:  
002-02:  Billy Cate v. Scotch Pine Properties, (Guy Sherman).

Appearance by Mr. Cate, Marie Sherman and Atty. Immen, representing the park.  Issue are RSA 205-A:2 III & XI.  Mr. Cate wants to sell home in place on lot 47.  Last winter he was evicted for nonpayment of rent.  The eviction was granted.  An agreement was made with park owner that he could stay in the home until May 1, 2002 and to sell/remove the home.  As of this date the home has not been removed.  Mr. Cate moved in May but has paid his rent through July 2002.  He cites section II of the park rules which states that tenants can sell home to qualified buyer.  Mr. Cate has lived in the park for 3 years and his home is valued at $15,000.00 with no mortgage.  Steve Baker made motion to find in favor of park owner – no violations of RSA 205-A:2.  Motion seconded by Sherrie Keith.  Chairman ruled that the home must be removed.  If there is a sheriff’s sale the home has to be sold and it’s the property owner’s burden to remove the home.  The parties need to work out a way to remove the home from the park.  Steve Baker volunteered to prepare order.

003-02:  Linda Lavalle  v. Stephen Hynes, Trustee of Holiday Acres Joint Venture Trust d/b/a 

Holiday Acres Mobile Home Park.  Parties agree to mediation.  Sherrie Keith volunteered to conduct the mediation.  Chairman Nielsen explained the  “mediation” process.  A mediation date will be scheduled in early October.

Approval of Draft Orders:  

011-02:  Regina Snuffer v. Sherryland, Inc.  Draft order being prepared by Wynn Arnold and will be presented at the next board meeting.
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Sherryland v. Board of Manufactured Housing update.  The Superior Court issued an order on July 9, 2002, awarding attorney fees against the board on the issue of keeping minutes.  Court states that Sherryland is entitled to request for attorney’s fees and costs, excluding any request for attorney’s fees and costs in preparation for the second hearing.  On July 29, 2002, the Attorney General filed “Respondent’s Motion for Reconsideration of order Dated July 9, 2002 with the Superior Court.    Rep. David Russell appeared to inquire about a tenant who contacted him regarding a complaint in Sherryland Park.

001-02:  Mark E. Leach v. Langley Brook Realty LLC Phil & Nancy Kerr, Julie Fletcher.  Discussion pertaining to suggested changes by Attorney General’s Office.  Rep. Henderson prepared a draft order with additional comments from Connie Stratton of the AG’s Office.  Rep. Henderson sent a memorandum to Anne Edwards, Asst. AG who presented a seminar on “Training for Board of Manufactured Housing Order Writing” earlier this year, with concerns that he followed the examples provided and the format suggested at this seminar.  He also expressed concern that if the board’s decisions have to be as detailed and elaborate as Ms. Stratton suggests in her notes, it will bog down our process considerably.  Connie Stratton will discuss matter with Anne Edwards.  Board member Florence Quast  voiced her protest regarding board writing decisions.

016-01  -Richard & June Smith v. Paul Kiely Real Estate (Hueber Trailer Park) & 017-01 – Frank J. & Denise T. Sacco v. Paul Kiely, Paul Kiely Real Estate & Construction (Hueber 

Trailer Park).  Draft orders for these cases being prepared by Steve Baker.  Decisions are still due from Steve Baker.

007-01:
Frank J.Cobis v. Jeffrey Ursillo (Tow Pines Trailer Park) – Discussion regarding letter to 

the Town of Gilford dated 5/10/02 from Mr. Cobis.  Also, ruling on Request for Attorney Fees 

received from Leslie H. Johnson, Esq. February 8, 2002.  The AG’s office says we can reopen this 

case on our own motion if we feel we made a mistake.  The board discussed the letter which was sent to 

the Town of Gilford by Mr. Cobis, and agreed that the board was copied on an information only basis 

A motion was made to not rehear the case and was seconded.  Vote was 4 to 1 to not rehear the case. 

Chairman Nielsen abstained. Regarding the Request for Attorney Fees from Attorney Leslie H. Johnson, 

representing Mr Ursillo, a motion was made and seconded to deny attorney fees.  A letter will be sent to 

Attorney Johnson stating the board has no statutory authority to impose attorney fees. (RSA 205-A: 27).  

Final Decision & Approval of Draft Order:

018-01 -  Marie Melvin v. Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Cook (Cook’s MHP) – Hearing was held on March 8, 2002.  George Maskiell prepared the draft order.  Paragraph 2 of the Order regarding contractors presenting proof of insurance states: “The board pursuant to RSA 205-A:2 IV and V respectively, at this point tables this issue for further discussion”.  After discussion of the case and purpose of the sign at the entrance of the park, it was decided that the board should add to the order that the sign violates the statute.  Amend the order – sign violates intent of RSA 205-A:2 V, to include work inside and outside of home.  Inside work is the tenant’s business.  Present sign states “Any business conducted on this property must have approval of park office.”  Chairman Nielsen will rewrite the order and will send a copy to Connie Stratton for review.  The board will need at least 4 affirmative votes for approval of the order, (Rep. Letourneau recused from hearing, Rep. Henderson & Mr. Baker were absent from the March hearing).
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Other Business

HB 1153 Chapter Study Committee Organizational Meeting was held June 26, 2002.  Florence Quast   reported on this organizational meeting. Topics discussed were board’s authority and support from the Attorney General’s Office.   The next meeting will be held in September.

Right to Know Seminar – What you need to know about public records and open meetings in New Hampshire attended by Anna Mae Twigg on June 28, 2002.  Copies of the manual covering the presentation mailed to the board members.

Board of Manufactured Housing year-end budget summary of expenditures for FY 2002 (July 1, 2001 – June 30, 2002) Board of Manufactured Housing Operating Budget for FY 2003 (July 1, 2002 – June 30, 2003).  Copies of the Board’s budget was passed out to the members.

Board Member, Sherrie Keith reappointed for another 3 year term June 24, 2002 – June 24, 2005.  Board Member, George Maskiell, a public member will be leaving the board.  A public member vacancy will be available.

Next Board Meeting:  Monday October 7, 2002 1:00 p.m., Room 201 LOB.

Motion made and seconded to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
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