
NH DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS CHAPTER Resident Programming 
 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE DIRECTIVE STATEMENT NUMBER 7.13  

  

    

SUBJECT: INMATE MARRIAGE EFFECTIVE DATE 10/012016  

 REQUEST PROCEDURES    

  REVIEW DATE 10/01/2018  

   

SUPERSEDES PPD# 

 

7.13 

 

PROPONENT: Kimberly MacKay, Director 

Name/Title 

 

DATED 

 

08/30/2013 

 

 Division of 

Community Corrections      271-1924 

Office                                                 Phone # 

  

ISSUING OFFICER: DIRECTOR'S INITIALS   
 

  DATE                                 ____________ 
 

 
 

 
APPENDIX ATTACHED: 

 William Wrenn, Commissioner  YES  NO   
    
 
REFERENCE NO:    See reference section on last page of PPD. 

 

 

I. PURPOSE: 

 To establish a policy concerning inmate marriages while confined. 

 

II. APPLICATION: 

 To all staff involved in establishing marriages for inmates, i.e. chaplain, mental health, correctional 

counselors/case managers. 

 

III. POLICY: 

 It is the policy of the Department of Corrections (NHDOC) that inmates desiring to marry while 

incarcerated in a departmental facility must have the approval of the Warden or Division Director 

responsible for that housing unit to do so. 

  

IV. PROCEDURE: 

A.     The NHDOC will provide two opportunities for inmate marriages per year; in  January 

and July. 

B.     The cut-off date for applying for inmate marriages is the first day of the third full 

month prior to the marriage date. For example, October first for a January date, and April 

first for a July date.  Any inmate requesting marriage after the cut-off date must wait until 

the next cycle. 
C. An inmate desiring to marry will make an appointment with the facility’s chaplain to obtain the 

latest guidance as to the steps necessary to complete  an inmate marriage. 

D. The NHDOC process information packet and the inmate marriage tracking sheet  can be found 

as Attachments 1, 2, and 3. 

E. The chaplain will inform the Warden or Division Director of the inmate’s request. The Chaplain 

will inform the inmate of the Warden’s or Division Director’s decision. (Attachment 2).  

F. Marriage requests may be denied for the following reasons: 

 1. If both persons are incarcerated and it is a threat the security of the prisons 
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 2. If the non-inmate is not allowed to visit the inmate per PPD 7.09 Visiting Policy 

 3. If the non-inmate is a convicted felon, currently under supervision, or who would create a 

security risk for the prison  

 4. If it is believed that the marriage is one of convenience for purposes other than building a 

life together 

G. Recommendations by the chaplain and actions taken by the Warden or Division Director will be 

in writing and made a part of the inmate’s file. 

H. Costs associated with getting the marriage license (including reimbursements to local officials 

for coming to the prison) are the responsibility of the inmate and/or her/his fiancé. 
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