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B.

PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines for the collection of forensic information.

APPLICABILITY:

To all health care staff under the supervision of the Division of Medical and Forensic Services

POLICY:

It is the policy of the Department of Corrections that health staff is prohibited from participating in
the collection of forensic information, or performing psychological evaluations of inmates to be used
in adversarial proceedings, except for those circumstances listed within this policy.

PROCEDURE:

Health services staff are not involved in the collection of forensic information (e.g., DNA
testing), except when:

complying with state laws that require blood samples from inmates, so long as there is consent
of the inmate or the inmates guardian and health services staff are not involved in any punitive
action taken as a result of an inmate's nonparticipation in the collection process,

conducting blood or urine testing for alcohol or other drugs when done for medical purposes
by a physician's order;

conducting inmate-specific, court-ordered laboratory tests, examinations, or radiology
procedures with consent of the inmate or the inmates guardian, and

iv) in the case of sexual assault, gathering evidence from the inmate-victim with his or her
consent or consenting guardian.

In cases not covered by the above, personnel not retained by DOC for on-site services may be

utilized to perform the requested services at the expense of the requestor after appropriate consent, court
order, and clearances to enter the facilities.
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REFERENCES:

Standards for the Administration of Correctional Agencies
Fourth Edition Standards

Standards for Adult Correctional Institutions
Fourth Edition Standards
4-4282; 4-4207

Standards for Adult Community Residential Services
Fourth Edition Standards

Standards for Adult Probation and Parole Field Services
Third Edition Standards

Standards for Health Services in Prisons
National Commission on Correctional Health Care 2008
P-1-03: Forensic Information
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