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On September 19, 2007, the 
Executive Council confirmed 

Elizabeth H. Muzzey of Concord 
as the Director of the Division of 
Historical Resources and State Historic 
Preservation Officer.  Elizabeth becomes 
the fourth Director in the history of 
the Division.  She was nominated by 
Department of Cultural Resources 
Commissioner Van McLeod following 
an extensive nation-wide search.  “We 
are thrilled to have Beth in this new role 
as Director of the Division of Historical 
Resources.   She’s been such a vital part 
of the team for years and we’re happy 
to now have her at the helm,” said 
McLeod.  

As many readers know, Elizabeth 
has worked for the Division since 
1999 as an Historian and State Survey 
Coordinator.   She was instrumental 

If you have visited the New Hampshire 
Division of Historical Resources 

online recently, you already know 
about the recent update of our web 
site at http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr.  
As one of the state’s most important 
resources for publicizing preservation 
tools and guidance to the citizens of 
New Hampshire, the web site’s new 
layout makes the site more user-friendly 
and easier to browse, and it has a 
fresh appearance that highlights New 
Hampshire’s historic resources. 

The DHR web site provides 
information on the Section 106 review 
process, the National and State Registers 
of Historic Places, research and 
historical information, useful links,  
and financial resources available for 
New Hampshire preservation projects, 
with helpful hints to use when applying 
for assistance.  

Elizabeth Muzzey, recently appointed 

Elizabeth H. Muzzey 
Appointed DHR 
Director & NH  
State Historic 
Preservation Officer

New Hampshire’s Online 
Preservation Resource 
Rolls Out a New Look

Meet Nadine M. 
Peterson, Our New 
Preservation Planner  

Nadine Peterson recently joined 
the DHR staff as Preservation 

Planner.  Nadine will coordinate DHR’s 
efforts to develop, train, and support 
local preservation planning through 
Historic District Commissions, Heritage 
Commissions, Regional Planning 
Commissions and Certified Local 
Governments.  She will also participate 
in the Section 106 and RSA 227-C 
review and compliance program with 
DHR staff and other state and federal 
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The New Hampshire Division 
of Historical Resources, with the 
assistance of Plymouth State University, 
has developed a free e-mail forum 
(or listserv) for heritage and historic 
district commission members in 
New Hampshire.  It is an excellent 
resource for sharing information, ideas, 
questions, and experiences related to 
historic preservation in New Hampshire.  

If you are interested in joining this 
forum, you can subscribe by sending 
an e-mail to psu-heritage-commission@
toto.plymouth.edu with just the word 
“subscribe” in the body of the text.  

If you have any questions, please 
contact Nadine Peterson, Preservation 
Planner, at 603-271-6628 or  
Nadine.Peterson@dcr.nh.gov.  

To respect the privacy of the list members, 
messages on the NHPA/DHR list are sent 
as a “blind” or “undisclosed recipient” copy.  
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The DHR is a state agency, supported by the 
State of New Hampshire, by the federal Historic 
Preservation Fund (through a matching grant 
administered by the National Park Service of 
the U.S. Department of the Interior), and by 
donated funds and services.  In addition to its 
state functions, the DHR is also responsible for 
administering the federal preservation program 
in New Hampshire.  

NH Division of 
Historical Resources 
http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr

Have YOU joined New Hampshire’s TWO 
historic preservation e-mail networks?

The Fall 2007 Old Stone Wall 
featured Preservation Planner 
Nadine Peterson’s story about the 
first phase of the New Hampshire 
historic stone culvert survey.  The 
survey is a partnership project 
supported by the NH Department 
of Transportation, the NH Division 
of Historical Resources, the Federal 
Highway Administration, and the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Administration.  Interns Ashley 
Bushey and Sarah Ganley did 
the field work; road agents, local 
historians and officials, other state 
and federal agencies, and The 
Nature Conservancy also assisted.  
The stone culvert survey story was 
simultaneously published in the NH 
Department of Transportation’s 
newsletter, On the Move, and the NH 
Good Roads Association’s magazine, 
New Hampshire Highways.  As the 
survey enters its next phases, watch 
for more co-published reports.   

The DHR’s  
First Trifecta!

COME AND SEE US! 
The NH Division of Historical Resources,  

NH Preservation Alliance, 
and the 

NH Historical Agricultural Structures 
Advisory Committee

will have a booth at the

FARM & FOREST EXPO
Radisson Hotel • Manchester, New Hampshire 

February 8-9, 2008 • http://www.nhfarmandforestexpo.org/

The New Hampshire Preservation 
Alliance and the DHR also share a free 
e-mail network for news and messages.  
Anyone may join.  To subscribe, send an 
e-mail to linda.wilson@dcr.nh.gov.  
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Moose (Plate) Tracks
Stevens Memorial Hall, 
Chester.
Stevens Memorial Hall was erected in 
1908-1910 and was the seat of local 
government until 2000.  In 2004 the 
building was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places for its 
significance in politics, government, 
and architecture, and for its architect, 
George Gilman Adams.  Stevens 
Memorial Hall is dedicated to the 
memory of Town Hall benefactor 
George Washington Stevens (1817-1907). 
After recent repairs to the slate roof it 
was discovered that the copper gutters 
were also in need of replacement.  The 
town plans to use the grant to repair or 
replace the copper gutters and soffit.
Grant award:  $10,000.

Danville Town House/
Town Hall, Danville.
The Danville Town House/Town Hall 
was built in 1886 and added to the 
National Register of Historic Places 
in 2000 for its significance in politics 
and government.  Since its dedication 
in 1887 it has served as headquarters 
for all of Danville’s town government 
functions, and it also provides meeting 
space for civic and social groups.  The 
building is still used for its original 
functions today.  The grant award will 
be used for heating/air-conditioning 
systems and electrical system upgrades.
Grant award:  $10,000.  

Haverhill-Bath Covered 
Bridge, Woodsville.
The Haverhill-Bath Covered Bridge, 
also known as the Woodsville Covered 
Bridge, is a two span structure over the 
Ammonoosuc River between Haverhill 
and Bath that was completed in 1829.  
Planning for this bridge began in 1827 
at the Bath town meeting. It remained 
in constant use until bypassed in 1999 
by a bridge that could carry heavier 
modern vehicular traffic. It is the oldest 

Town lattice truss span remaining in 
the United States built according to 
Ithiel Town’s first patent for his lattice 
truss design.  Until it was bypassed it 
was known as the oldest covered bridge 
still used for vehicular traffic.  The 
grant award will be used to replace the 
existing metal roof with a new standing 
seam metal roof.
Grant award:  $10,000.  

Laconia Public Library, 
Laconia.
The Laconia Public Library opened its 
doors in 1903 as the Gale Memorial 
Library, designed by famed Boston 
architect Charles Brigham.  It is a 
fine example of Romanesque Revival 
architecture and is listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  The 
library features more than 90 exterior 
and interior stained glass windows, 
including individual panels.  The person 
responsible for the library’s stained glass 
was Arthur B. Cutter of the A.B. Cutter 
Company in Boston.  This is the second 
phase of a continuing effort to restore 
all of the stained glass windows.
Grant award:  $10,000.  

Deborah J. Gagne
Grants Coordinator

DHR staff members Peter Michaud, 
Special Projects Director, and Deborah 
Gagne, Grants Coordinator, have 
created individual posters to honor the 
DHR’s 2007 Conservation License 
Plate (Moose Plate) grant projects.  
Watch for them at DHR presentations 
and trade show appearances, including 
the 2008 Farm & Forest Expo, 
February 8-9, 2008.  

The five projects are:

Mount Washington 
Cemetery, Bethlehem.
The Mount Washington Cemetery, 
initially known as the “burying ground,” 
was formally instituted in 1800 by a 
vote at town meeting.  The earliest 
recorded death of someone buried here 
was that of Lydia Whipple, who died 
in 1795.  Her black slate stone with its 
long epitaph remains in this cemetery.  
In 2006 the cemetery was listed in 
the New Hampshire State Register of 
Historic Places.  This phased project 
involves the repair and restoration of 
the headstones of many of the farmers, 
deacons, politicians, hotel owners and 
shop owners of this small community in 
the Mount Washington Valley.  
Grant award:  $6,850.  

DHR file photo

Learn more at
http://www.mooseplate.com

Give NH a holiday
present this year!
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This newsletter has been financed in part with a federal ‘Historic Preservation Fund’ matching grant from the National Park Service of the United States Department of the Interior, to the New Hampshire 
Division of Historical Resources/State Historic Preservation Office.  Part of the cost of this newsletter has been paid by the DHR’s annual federal program grant.  However, its contents and opinions do 
not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior.  Regulations of the US Department of the Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in departmental federally assisted 
programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, or disability.  The State of New Hampshire (under RSA 275 and RSA 354-a) prohibits discrimination on the basis of age, sex, race, creed, color, 
marital status, physical or mental disability or national origin.  Any person who believes that he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by a recipient of federal 
assistance should write to:  Director, Office of Equal Opportunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington D.C. 20240.  

State of New Hampshire • Department of Cultural Resources • Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street, Concord, New Hampshire 03301-3570 

603-271-3483 or 603-271-3558 • FAX 603-271-3433 • Voice/TTY Relay Access 1-800-735-2964 • preservation@dcr.nh.gov
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in establishing the New Hampshire 
State Register of Historic Places 
program and the New Hampshire Barn 
Survey.  Prior to arriving at the DHR, 
Elizabeth was the Cultural Resources 
Manager for the NH Department 
of Transportation, implementing 
federal and state regulations protecting 
historical and archaeological resources 
for transportation projects throughout 
the state.  She began her career in 
preservation working as a consulting 
architectural historian and for Historic 
New England.  

Elizabeth earned a Masters degree 
from the Preservation Studies Program 
in the American and New England 
Studies Program at Boston University 
in 1991.  Her undergraduate work 
was done at Gordon College in 
Wenham, Massachusetts, where she 
received a Bachelor of Arts in History, 
with concentrations on museum 
management and philosophy.  She is 
currently taking graduate coursework in 
Education at Franklin Pierce University.

Elizabeth and her family live in 
Concord, where she spends much of her 
free time working with her two Chinook 
sled dogs.  She is also an avid gardener 
and fly fisherman.  While careful not 
to reveal exact locations, she admits to 
being partial to the northern stretch of 
a central New Hampshire river and the 
lakes of western Maine.  

State Historic Preservation Officer 
and Director of the DHR, notes, “Our 
website has been such an effective way 
to offer information and technical 
assistance for preservation projects.  
The new format makes it even easier 
and quicker to use.  For those who 
are online, keep checking back – we’ll 
be adding new content on a regular 
basis.  We are also always available for 
additional assistance by calling the 
office.”  

The DHR staff is grateful to 
colleagues Deborah Gagne and Tanya 
Kress, and to Linda Sheldon at the New 
Hampshire Office of Information and 
Technology, for the work and energy 
they invested in the makeover.  For 
more information, visit us online at 
http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr or by calling  
603-271-3483.  

Peter Michaud
Special Projects Director

agencies.  In addition, Nadine will 
coordinate the State Highway Historical 
Markers Program.  

Nadine has sixteen years of 
experience in the preservation field, 
most recently working with the 
New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation assisting the Cultural 
Resources Manager in coordinating 
cultural resource investigations.  In this 
role, she focused on the identification 
and evaluation of architectural/historic 
resources including buildings, bridges, 
landscapes, and historic districts.  

Prior to working at NHDOT, 
Nadine was the Director of Historic 
Preservation with a private cultural 
resources consulting firm in 
Pennsylvania.  There she oversaw 
Section 106 activities and assisted with 
the preparation of comprehensive plans, 
preservation plans, design manuals, 
and other public dissemination 
materials.  Working with municipalities, 
developers, and key community 
stakeholders to identify preservation 
tools that would protect significant 
resources was also an important 
component of the job. 

Nadine looks forward to combining 
her experiences working with a private 
consultant and a state agency to 
bring about successful collaboration 
on preservation planning projects 
throughout New Hampshire.  

Please feel free to contact Nadine 
Peterson at 603-271-6628 if you have 
any questions regarding preservation 
planning activities. 

Christine Miller of CHRS, Inc. and 
Jim Kricker of Roundout Woodworking 
evaluating floor boards, sheathing, and 
framing from the First New Hampshire 
State House.  To learn more about the Old 
State House project, go to the DHR home 
page, http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr.

Photograph by Peter Michaud.


