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Most stone culverts date from the nineteenth century, but some 
may have been built in the 1700s.  They generally take two 
forms: the rectangular box culvert and the much rarer arched 
structure.  Pending the development of a full survey of 
surviving structures and a procedure for evaluating their 
significance, the New Hampshire Division of Historical 
Resources has provisionally declared all surviving stone culverts 
to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  
FEMA is developing several innovative methods of retaining 
and repairing them,  and has suggested armoring their earth fill 
against erosion and providing auxiliary bypass structures to 
handle floodwaters.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DHR, FEMA, and the New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation are seeking resources to begin a survey of stone 
culverts in southwestern New Hampshire as a template for a 
future statewide inventory.   
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Dry-laid arched culvert, Memorial Highway over Temple 
Brook, Temple,  NH.  Photograph by James L. Garvin. 
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