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Protecting New Hampshire's cultural resources
from disaster 

White Island Lighthouse, Isles of Shoals
Residents and visitors alike know New Hampshire by
its strong sense of place, and a sense of place is
almost always rooted in a connection to the past.

What defines your community? What makes
Peterborough distinct from Laconia, distinct from
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The DHR is a state resource
agency, supported by the State of
New Hampshire, by the federal
Historic Preservation Fund (through
a matching grant administered by
the National Park Service of the US
Department of the Interior), and by
donated funds and services.  In
addition to its state functions, the
DHR is also responsible for
administering the federal
preservation program in New
Hampshire.

Salem? When we ask residents about this, some of
the most character-defining places are their historic
buildings, their historic sites, and often their
recreational opportunities. These are all cultural
resources, and all of them are vulnerable to disasters.

Communities plan for extreme rain and snow storms,
sea level rise, floods, droughts, hurricanes, tornados,
and wildfires, but most of these plans do not include
protection for archaeological sites, historic buildings or
recreational areas.

It is the responsibility of those of us who care about
historic resources to speak up and get involved with
climate change and preparedness efforts.The DHR
has been involved since at about 2008, when we
participated in the creation of "The New Hampshire
Climate Action Plan." As we work toward more public
outreach, the most common question we hear is,
"What do cultural resources have to do with climate
change or disaster preparedness?" Our answer, as the
state agency whose focus is cultural resources, is:
EVERYTHING.
 
New Hampshire has 14,000 years of history of human
habitation. The depth of our roots is evident in
people's strong and visceral connection to history
here. To protect this history, to protect this connection,
we must include cultural resources in our assessment
of risks and our plans for disasters and climate
change.

The best protection lies in planning ahead for disasters. How? First, we figure
out what we have. What are your community's cultural resources? What
resources are the most important to community identity, to the community
members? What types of hazards threaten these resources? Can we plan ahead
to make sure some of these hazards will not affect our most important resources?
 
DHR staff members Edna Feighner and Mary Kate Ryan and David Luchsigner
of the National Park Service, retired, will discuss the ways communities can
prepare to protect their cultural resources at an upcoming workshop, "Keeping
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New Hampshire's History Above Water: Protecting Seacoast Heritage from
Climate Change and Coastal Hazards" at the Hugh Gregg Coastal
Conservation Center at the Great Bay Discovery Center in Greenland on July
30 from 5-7:30 p.m. A light dinner will be provided at 5 p.m.; presentations begin
at 5:45 p.m. This event is open to the public and all interested citizens are
encouraged to attend. Pre-registration is required. Contact Steve Miller at
steve.miller@wildlife.nh.gov for more information.
 
Funding with an eye toward disaster planning is currently available through the
DHR for initiatives such as survey of historic resources as part of a grant New
Hampshire received from the National Park Service after Superstorm Sandy.
Read more about this opportunity in the article below.

 

Pre-disaster planning grants available for NH properties

 
The Division of Historical Resources is pleased to offer a pre-disaster planning
grant program for historic properties that will fund projects that lay the
groundwork for recovery in the event of a disaster, as well as for other
preservation planning initiatives. A range of projects are eligible for funding,
including: new or updated historical surveys, National Register nominations,
community- and property-specific disaster plans, archaeological site
stabilization, and others.
 
Funds have been made available through the National Park Service under the
Disaster Relief Appropriations Act of 2013. Historic properties in six of New
Hampshire's ten counties - Belknap, Carroll, Coös, Grafton, Rockingham and
Sullivan - are eligible for this funding. No matching funds are required, however,
they are encouraged.
 
More information and applications for this grant program are available on the
NHDHR's website, nh.gov/nhdhr, and are due August 10, 2015. For more
information, contact Amy Dixon at 603-271-3558.

Share your photographs of favorite NH historical places

 
The Division of Historical Resources is asking Granite Staters to share images of
their favorite New Hampshire historical places online.
 

My New Hampshire is an ongoing opportunity
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My New Hampshire
interactive map

to gather photos of places that make New
Hampshire important to us all. Photo submissions
may include historic buildings and structures,
residential neighborhoods, downtown
streetscapes, historic or rural landscapes, and
archaeological sites. In addition to the images,
photographers are asked to provide the photo's
location and a short description of why the place is
special to them.
 
Photo submissions are published as an online
interactive map. Visitors to the map will click
on site links to view photos of special places
across the state.
 
Photos received by September 8 may also be
used to illustrate New Hampshire's Five-Year
Preservation Plan 2016-2020.

 
For more about My New Hampshire or New Hampshire's Five-Year
Preservation Plan 2016-2020 go to our website nh.gov/nhdhr.
 

Three properties added to the NH State Register of Historic Places

 
The State Historical Resources Council is pleased to announce that three new
properties have been added to the New Hampshire State Register of Historic
Places. The most recent additions are:

Ashland: Reuben Whitten House (1810)
Bristol: Bristol Fire Station (1889)
Epping: Samuel Haley Farm (1765)

 
The Reuben Whitten House in
Ashland is a modest building with
an unusual history. 1816, "The
Year without a Summer," had
snow in June and killing frosts
every month. Despite these
weather challenges, Reuben
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Reuben Whitten House, Ashland

Bristol Fire Station

Samuel Haley Farm, Epping

Whitten managed to raise 40 bales
of wheat on a south-facing slope at
his farm and dry it on the hearth of
this house. He shared this bounty
with his neighbors, many of whose
crops had failed, and he is still
remembered for his generosity
nearly 200 years later.
 

 
The Bristol Fire Station served
as the first purpose-built fire
station in town from 1889 to
1974. It is a physical
representation of Bristol's growth
and the need for and expansion
of town services. Now home to
the Bristol Historical Society, the
building retains its 19th century
hose-drying tower as well as the
1953 addition that was built to
accommodate new equipment.
 

The Samuel Haley Farm in Epping is an excellent example of the evolution of a
family farmstead from 1765 through the 1950s. It includes many outbuildings, as
well as a farmhouse that still has its
original 1760s Georgian framing,
Federal-style details from the 1830s,
and Greek Revival-style updates
from the 1850s. Highly productive in
the 19th century, the farm's  land and
buildings encompass the history of
agriculture in Epping.
 
Anyone wishing to nominate a
property to the New Hampshire State Register of Historic Places must research
the history of the nominated property and document it fully on an individual
inventory form from the Division of Historical Resources. Having a property listed
in the Register does not impose restrictions on property owners. If you are
interested in learning more about the State Register program, please visit the
NHDHR website, www.nh.gov/nhdhr, or contact Mary Kate Ryan at 603-271-
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State archaeologist Dick Boisvert grills
dinner for SCRAP volunteers

6435.
SCRAP volunteers prepare for field season

 
Volunteers with the State
Conservation Rescue Archaeology
Program (SCRAP) gathered at the
state archaeology lab on a sunny
Wednesday in early June to help
wrap up winter lab season and
prepare for summer in the field.
Some worked to close the
laboratory: they carefully re-bagged
and packed away artifacts, filed
paperwork, and cleaned up the
facility. Others prepared for the
upcoming field school season: they
repaired and sharpened tools,
organized binders of paperwork,
checked the field gear, and
packed equipment for this summer's field school in Holderness.
 
At the end of the afternoon, volunteers shared a potluck dinner while State
Archaeologist Richard Boisvert fired up the grill and cooked for the hungry
crew.

The state archaeology lab is open Wednesdays from September through June.
During this time, volunteers, under the guidance of the DHR's archaeologists,
clean, analyze and catalog artifacts found during summer field schools. The
archaeology lab closes just before field season begins in June.

This year, the 2015 SCRAP summer field school will focus on exploring an
approximately 4,000-year-old Native American habitation site located between
Squam Lake and Little Squam Lake in the town of Holderness. For more
information on volunteer opportunities or SCRAP,
visit http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/SCRAP.htm or call the Division of Historical
Resources at 603-271-3483. 

 

Learn more about preservation programs

To learn more about historic preservation programs and activities on the horizon, visit
the News and Events web page of the NH Division of Historical Resources, the NH
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Preservation Alliance Events web site, the Association of Historical Societies of
New Hampshire E-ssociate and the "history" section of nh365.org. Also visit
PreservationDirectory.com, a national portal with links to a wide and expanding range
of preservation events, sources and resources.
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