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In 2013, the Plainfield Energy Committee (PEC) elected 
to rehabilitate the historic town hall as a priority pro-
ject.  Built in 1895 and listed on the National Register 
in 1998, the town hall houses both the Plainfield 
Town Offices and the Police Department. Situated 
directly on Main Street, its renovation simultaneous-
ly showcases the efficacies of historic preservation 
and energy efficiency.   
 
As a first 
step PEC 
commis-
sioned a 

thorough assessment of the town 
hall’s needs by a qualified preservation specialist. Financed by a grant 
from the New England Grassroots Environment Fund, the assessment 
guided decision-making on the project.  
 
The first step was to repair the town hall’s well-worn original windows 
and front doors. Repairs of these essential features would enhance 
the building’s functionality, longevity, energy efficiency, and its aes-
thetic qualities. Work began in 2014 on the restoration of the small 
windows with 2/2 sash and the double front doors. Although the 
large windows, with 6/6 sash, are more dra-
matic in both scale and appearance, the dire 
condition of the smaller windows was 
deemed to require immediate attention.  
 
Repairing, re-glazing, painting, and weatheriz-
ing the smaller windows came first. The interi-
or wall spaces, or pockets, of the original 
weight and pulley system used for the win-
dows’ operation provided channels for cold air 
to penetrate, and for heated air to escape, the 
building. Adding vermiculite to the air pockets 
(completely hidden within the walls), and in-
stalling modern spring counterbalances achieved 
the desired energy efficiency while retaining the 
historic window sash.  
 
The double set of front doors were weatherized while retaining the original decorative wood trim, which was 
newly caulked and repainted. The main doors were rehung to achieve a tight fit, and caulking, paint, and attrac-
tive brass fittings completed the work. 
 
The second phase of the project is still in progress. This work encompasses the rehabilitation of the large win-
dows and the installation of historically appropriate storm windows, both to protect the town’s investment and 
to further limit heat loss. With the addition of these energy efficiency measures, the original windows will meet 
the efficiency goals of the town while retaining historic character, potentially for another century.  




