DANBURY — ENTHUSIASM AND DEDICATION FOR THE TOWN’S HERITAGE
— Gail Kinney (Pastor, South Danbury Christian Church UCC)

In Danbury, in recent years, an appreciation for the town’s history has blossomed, with some truly exciting re-
sults. There is no single explanation for this energy. Rather, one perhaps could call it a harmonic convergence of
individual passions for Danbury’s heritage.

. The community’s first organized undertaking was a 1998 inventory of
. the historical, cultural, and environmental places that people cared
most about. The strong consensus from the inventory was that the
vacant c.1853 one-room North Road Schoolhouse should be saved.
The Danbury Historical Society secured grant funding to restore the
. building and create a museum, which is lovingly maintained and
. regularly made available for visitors and events — thus setting an
| example for all of the “art of the possible” in terms of historic
| preservation and restoration.

| This sense of possibility was in full focus in 2013 as the Blazing
Star Grange #71 took stock of its rare early-20" century hand-
kL painted stage scenery and an “advertising curtain” painted by
New Hampshire artists. As Danbury’s Grange members came
to appreciate how exceptional their curtains were, they re-
solved to restore them and engaged the whole community in |
making it happen. From giving pennies to substantial dollars, |
the community response far exceeded expectations, and the
restoration was completed in 2014.

Establishing a network is important in Danbury. Information |
about local happenings is shared at local stores, public build- |
ings, the town transfer station, the churches, and elsewhere "
that people gather. But there is something to be said about |
social media also. With fewer than 1,200 residents in Dan- |
bury, it is notable that well more than 700 individuals are |
connected to the “Friends of Danbury” Facebook page. Thus,
it is easy in Danbury to simultaneously inform hundreds of
residents past and present of efforts such as the Grange cur-
tains restoration project and to build pride and excitement
about —and community engagement in — these endeavors.

With the value of old things and old ways very much on Dan- |
bury minds, members of the South Danbury Church began to =
take stock of their own building and its significance to the com- | S ‘
munity. Continuous reminders, through the stories of the late | /
Audrey Curren, that South Danbury was once a bustling village

that featured a school, store, post office, busy rail station with a garnet sorting and shipping shed for the nearby
mine, and many more commercial and agricultural activities helped. Today, the church is the only remaining an-
chor for the village and therefore has value both as a link to South Danbury’s heritage and as the embodiment of
its identity today. Broadening the church’s role in the community as a gathering place, a Friday Night Speaker Se-
ries plays host to an enthusiastic group of regulars, many of whom “don’t do church” on Sunday mornings. The
story of the South Danbury Church project is yet to be written, but with town’s embrace of the “art of the possi-
ble,” this historic preservation story should indeed be a positive one.




