
Portsmouth — Heritage House Program at Strawbery Banke Museum 
— Elizabeth Farish (Curator, Strawbery Banke Museum) 
 
Through furnished houses, role-players, and exhibitions, Strawbery Banke Museum tells the stories of the many 
generations who settled in Portsmouth’s Puddle Dock community from the late-17th to the mid-20th centuries. The 
Heritage House Program (HHP) offers the opportunity to live and work among the operations of a preserved 
American neighborhood. 
 
The HHP is designed to rehabilitate underutilized 
buildings at Strawbery Banke Museum and pro-
vide rental space and revenue to support museum 
operations and exhibition space.  
 
Beyond the furnished and exhibition museum 
houses, Strawbery Banke is preserving historic 
houses to create a community living and working 
together by incorporating rental space within 
museum grounds. The program preserves the 
exterior of buildings to period condition, pro-
vides attractive commercial and residential space 
in downtown Portsmouth, and provides much 
needed income to maintain museum buildings and pro-
gramming. The HHP, when completed, will include 10 buildings on the museum cam-
pus. An example of an HHP property is the Thales G. Yeaton House, which is currently being rehabilitated to make 
available a residential apartment on the second floor, which will provide market rate monthly rental income, and 
a first floor exhibition gallery space.  

 
The Yeaton House, though built c.1795 as a sin-
gle family home had become a four-unit tene-
ment by the mid-20th century. The exterior of 
the building is being preserved as it appears 
today, depicting changes in clapboard style 
and window sash design done about 1840. 
On the second floor, the 1930s kitchen and 
bathroom have been fitted with contempo-
rary appliances and modern heating and 
cooling. The back stair hall was preserved 
and encapsulated to provide needed 
square footage for present-day demands. 
Features such as mouldings, fireplace sur-
rounds, and Federal period detail such as 
the parlor paneling featuring punch 
work ovals and a reeded chair rail were 

retained. Layers of paint were stripped so the detail of the fine early work can be 
seen. In the coming months, an exhibition on maritime history will be installed.  
 
The Yeaton House is the eighth building to be rehabilitated through HHP. There are now six contemporary resi-
dential apartments and six buildings containing 31 offices. The work has been funded by individuals and corpora-
tions and through grants. A percentage of the annual rental income from each unit is put into a preservation fund, 
with the goal of providing the necessary funds to ensure their cyclical maintenance and provide needed funding 
for all museum building needs. The 2016 fiscal year will see an increased percentage of the $434,000 in annual 
rental income go toward building preservation. 


