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Since 2009, a coalition of conservationists, historians, preservationists, concerned residents, and non-profit organ-
izations has been working together to recognize and protect the numerous historic properties within the water-
shed of Squam Lake, one of New Hampshire’s most cherished lakes. The project area includes some 40,000 acres 

in five towns and three counties, making it the largest undertaking 
of its kind in New Hampshire. 
 
The primary purposes of this project have been to identify and doc-
ument Squam’s historical resources, to raise awareness of the in-
terconnectivity of the built and natural landscapes, and to encour-
age their preservation. While much has been written about the 
Squam Lakes area, this project is providing the first in-depth, com-
prehensive, scholarly documentation of its most iconic properties.  
 
The coalition first oversaw the compilation of a National Register 

Multiple Property nomination of historical resources. The scope of the Multiple Property Documentation Form, 
which established the framework for subsequent National Register nominations, was unusual and innovative, 
weaving historic data into a narrative that explains how and why the Squam watershed evolved to be a pristine 
natural area with a rich cultural heritage. The form has provoked a great deal of interest, as it not only lays out the 
historic evolution of the area, but it articulates exactly what the character-defining elements of both the buildings 
and built landscapes are, thus laying the groundwork for managing future growth. The form has proved so popular 
that it is for sale, with proceeds going into a grant pool to assist owners with costs associated with the nomina-
tions. 
 
By the end of 2014, a total of ten separate nominations had 
been completed and listed on the National Register. The listed 
properties include more than 265 resources on about 1,100 
acres, most of it undeveloped but historically associated. The 
resources are wide-ranging: an island camp, several camp en-
claves and their diverse outbuildings, farmsteads with signifi-
cant agricultural outbuildings, Rockywold-Deephaven Camps 
(a large organized camp for families), country houses, and 
a country estate. One of the properties is an historic dis-
trict of eighteen cottages accompanied by outbuildings 
and boat/bath houses that encompasses the earliest sum-
mer development on Squam. Additional properties, includ-
ing a 1950s lakeside camp and Chocorua Island with its 
summer chapel, will be listed in the near future. 
 
Already, several related projects have grown out of the 
Squam National Register Initiative. A new Archive Com-
mittee is working with the Squam Lakes Association to create appropriate space for archiving historic documents 
relating to Squam. The Town of Holderness recently added a chapter on historic resources to its master plan.  
 
The effort is a natural complement to ongoing efforts of the Squam Lakes Conservation Society and the Squam 
Lakes Association to conserve land and water quality. Such conservation work has been entrenched within the 
Squam community for more than 100 years—as of 2015, 26% of the land within the watershed is under perma-
nent protection. This project has served to link land conservation and historic preservation, helping to ensure that 
the traditions of Squam can be passed down to future generations.  


