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HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES MATCHING GRANTS PROGRAM
(HB 395  CHAPTER 285, LAWS OF 1999   RSA 227-C: 27 – RSA 227-C: 32)
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES
Ninety-Sixth Meeting – Tuesday July 21, 2015
10:00 a.m.
Ten Rod Farm/Scruton Farm Barn, Rochester

Elizabeth Muzzey, Director & SHPO, NH Division of Historical Resources
John Porter, Professor Emeritus, UNH Cooperative Extension
Steve Bedard, NH Division of Historical Resources designee
Ed Pape, Friends of NH Barns
Beverly Thomas, Program Director, NH Preservation Alliance
Jennifer Gornnert, Department of Agriculture, Regulatory Services
Deborah Gagne, Grants Coordinator, NH Division of Historical Resources


I.    Welcome 
	Beth thanked Matt and Gretchen Scruton for hosting our meeting. 

II.   Announcements and Minutes of April meeting
       John Porter announced the Temple Barn Tour on this Saturday (7/25).
       Attending the visit and meeting for the first time was Derek Boucher who is an intern working with         
       Jennifer Gornnert.  He is finishing up his B.S. in Public Management Political Science degree from    
       Plymouth State University. His interest is in public policy. He hopes to continue his education and 
       head to law school upon graduation. Jennifer met Derek when she taught agricultural education at 
       Winnisquam, he was a student in the program and an active member of the FFA program. Jennifer 
       felt that tying the two interests by having him earn his 100 hours with the Department would be an 
       good opportunity for him. Seeing firsthand how the state operates is eyeing opening in itself!
       Minutes were accepted as written by Steve Bedard and seconded by Jennifer Gornnert.

III.  N.H. Preservation Alliance’s Barn Preservation & Engagement Project (BPREP)
       Beverly reported that not much has happened with BPREP this summer.  The Alliance Board   
       continues to  support the effort. 

IV.  Additions to the agenda     
Beverly had received an application for a barn grant from a property owner who has a barn which may be threatened by road improvements on Route 2 and/or the proposed Portland Oil Pipeline in Randolph.  Others were familiar with the barn and Beth said that NHDOT would examine the property as part of the project under Section 106.  The historic status of the farm would be determined through this process.

John Porter did a barn talk in Kensington in June and mentioned RSA 79-D and it went well.  He noted that communities are looking for custom barn talks.  These talks included photos of barns in the town or area of the talk.  He also gave one of these custom talks for Exeter/Stratham.

      The towns of Wolfeboro and Chichester have approved barns to benefit from RSA 79-D.  The   
      Scrutons said that Rochester has approved their barn for RSA 79-D also.

      Steve Bedard said that a barn owner in Gilmanton withdrew his property that was approved for RSA 
      79-D but now would like to return the property into 79-D.  The barn owner was not penalized 
      for leaving the program.  

V.  Efforts to Re-edit and Publish a New Edition of “Preserving Old Barns — Preventing the Loss of a 
       Valuable Resource”
       John has continued to research since the last meeting and has discovered that Peter Randall 
       publishers will custom print without changing ownership of the book.  John has talked to Lowell 
       Fewster to possibly provide new photos for the book.  This item will remain on the agenda for the    
       September meeting.

VI.   Education & Outreach Task Force
      ~ Farm & Forest 2016, session ideas (must have something in by October 2nd)
It was proposed that the session be a panel discussion on creative uses or your old barn but further discussion is suggested on this for the September meeting.
      ~ Change of dates for Farm & Forest (1/22-1/23 or 1/29-1/30) due to Presidential Primary on Feb 9th. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The committee agreed that the date should be changed to the closest date to the original date which is January 29th & 30th 
      ~ Survey Monkey from Farm & Forest for date changes and call for sponsors.  
Deb Gagne and Bev Thomas will take the survey and express the date that would work best

VII. Advocacy & Technical Assistance
       ~ Scruton Barn next steps
John Porter will prepare a letter and circulate it to the whole Committee to add feedback recommended by others in the group. Main concerns of the Committee are that the barn floor not be concrete but continue to be wooden.  Beverly suggested a window workshop held at the barn to help the Scrutons and others learn how to repair rather than replace windows.  Organic eggs are a big market now and this might be something for them to look in to.  Beth Muzzey also suggested that a PSU class could do an inventory form for the farm as a class project.  Networking with other farms in the area was recommended.  The website for the Ten Rod Farm is www.tenrodfarm.com 
       ~ NHPA programs – 
          Passing It on: Strategies for Saving Historic Lakeside Property for the Next Generation, Thursday, 
          July 30, 2015 7:00pm - 9:00pm
          Passing It On: Four Stories about the Generational Transfer of Property, Thursday, August 13,   
          2015 0:00am - 11:00am
          Nominations for the 2015 Seven to Save are due September 14, 2015
      ~ Other news
	Low interest loans are available through the USDA Farm Service Agency for grain or hay storage.     
  	Jay Phinizy has the information.

VIII. Other Business and Proposed Next Meeting Date:   September 21st at 1:00 at the Division of Historical Resources conference room

image1.png
-

I

lu

El
3

(B

el I

f;.

i

TV sy LTEDOR |

|===I g3

'Emlld}ll o
7 - |
%&3 E. Vaaon ] Wl

———ﬂlllllllllltlllllllﬂllllll





