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Carl Schmidt, NH State Historic Resources Council 
Elizabeth Muzzey, Director, Director & SHPO, NH Division of Historical Resources  
John Porter, Professor Emeritus, UNH Cooperative Extension 
Jennifer Goodman, Executive Director, NH Preservation Alliance 
Ben Wilson, Bureau of Historic Sites, Dept. of Resources & Economic Development 
Beverly Thomas, Program Associate, NH Preservation Alliance 
Jennifer Gornnert, NH Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food 
Steve Bedard, Friends of NH Barns 
Deborah Gagne, Grants Coordinator, NH Division of Historical Resources 
  
I.   Announcements and Minutes of September 16 Meeting 
      No announcements.  Minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
II.  Progress Report:  N.H. Preservation Alliance's Barn Preservation Research &    
Engagement Plan 
 
      A.   Results of Survey of Barn Assessment Grant Recipients 
             Beverly Thomas reported that the Preservation Alliance had sent questionnaires to 101  

       past recipients of  Barn Assessment Grants and, to date, had received 31 responses.    
Based on an analysis of the responses, almost half of the barns are still in agricultural use, 
and two-thirds are used for some type of storage. Eighty percent of the respondents 
reported that, following the condition assessment, they did at least a small amount of 
work, and seventy percent said the reason they didn’t do more repairs was a shortage of 
funds. Roof repair was the most frequently listed type of repair work done (45%), 
followed by foundation (41%), and then siding, windows/doors, and frame (all at 31 %). 
The survey results thus far also showed that 42% of the barn owners spent in excess of 
$10,000 on repairs. Beverly said it is clear that people love the Assessment Grant 
program and 88% indicated they would be interested in repair funds if they were to 
become available.  Beth Muzzey suggested contacting barn owners who were not 
successful in receiving Barn Assessment Grants to inquire whether or not they 



nevertheless had done work on their barns. 
 
Beverly said that, as a result of the recent additional funding, the Preservation Alliance 
will highlight the newly expanded program of Barn Assessment Grants at the Farm & 
Forest EXPO, and a press release is forthcoming. The Preservation Alliance would like to 
increase the number of assessment grants issued this year to 25 or more.  She will meet 
with Barn Contractors on January 22 to describe plans for the expanded program as well 
as the need to add additional Contractors to the NHPA list.  Also, the Preservation 
Alliance would like to add an additional member to its Barn Assessment Grant Review 
Committee. 
 
        

B.  Identifying Town Barn Advocates 
      Beverly expressed appreciation for the names sent to her by Barn Committee members to    
      be added to the state-wide list of Town Barn Advocates and said she would welcome  

            additional suggestions. Beth said she will check with the Preservation Program at     
            Plymouth State University to see if an intern could help with this initiative. There will be   
            a list of ten questions than an intern or others will ask, such as who in town is the expert     
            on barns in that community.  Steve Bedard suggested asking local historical societies to    
            help with this.   
 
III.  RSA 79-D      
 
 A.  2013 Implementation Results 

Carl distributed a report on implementation of the tax incentive during 2013, based on 
data received from the NH Department of Revenue Administration, which showed that 
the number of agricultural structures under RSA 79-D easements grew by 37, the largest 
annual increase since 2006. The newest towns to join the program are Meredith and 
Rumney, which brings the total number of participating towns and cities to 87.  He 
suggested that we set a goal of 100 participating municipalities within the next two years. 
 
         

      B.  Status Report on Easement Renewal and Administrative Rules 
Carl referred to his email of November 18 to Barn Committee members and Friends 
which reported on our efforts to clarify the legal interpretation of renewal of RSA 79-D 
easements.  In summary, NH DRA’s proposed revisions to Administrative Rules for RSA 
79-D do not reflect any of the Barn Committee’s formal recommendations submitted on 
July 5, 2013, nor do they make any reference to “renewal”, presumably because DRA has 
concluded that our recommendations go beyond DRA’s rule-making authority.  
Therefore, as an effort to amend the law to clarify renewal could be problematic, it 
appears that the best approach would be for the Barn Committee to provide public 
guidance, in its capacity as an “Advisory Committee”, regarding its position that 
applicants for renewed easements should not be penalized by reassessment of the 
previous repair and maintenance work they have done. In addition, Carl had recently 
spoken with Mary Pinkham-Langer, a staff member in DRA’s Municipal and Property 
Division, who has begun work to revise the application and release forms for RSA 79-D. 
She was receptive to receiving our suggestions for revision and, as a result, Beverly and 
Carl will meet with her on January 15. (Due to weather and other developments, the 
meeting did not take place until February 12.)  

 
      C.  Changes to Structures under Preservation Easements 

1. Solar Panels on RSA 79-D Barns.  As a result of the discussion at the September 
meeting and subsequent suggestions, Beth put together a Barn Committee Q & A in mid-
October, which Carl then provided to the town offical who had originally raised the 



issue.  Carl proposed that this and other advisory Q’s & A’s created by the Committee 
regarding RSA 79-D be put onto the Preservation Alliance and DHR websites. 
 
2.  Lyme Barn.  This barn is protected by an RSA 79-D easement and a preservation 
easement with the Upper Valley Land Trust.  The Land Trust recently advised that, in 
part as a result of its request for the Barn Committee’s expert opinion (provided in Beth 
Muzzey’s letter of October 17), the property owners have agreed to make some changes, 
but have asked for some leniency on the larger window in the upper gable end. Following 
discussion, Beth agreed to incorporate the Committee’s conclusions in a letter to the Land 
Trust, a draft of which would be circulated for comment.  
 

      D.  How to Promote Greater Use and Renewals ? 
As was done in 2013, the Preservation Alliance will send letters to barn owners whose 
RSA 79-D easements are due to expire, as well as to their respective Selectboards.  It was 
suggested that perhaps one or more Plymouth State interns identified to help locate town 
“barn advocates” could also help make calls to identify the barn owners whose easements 
are due to expire at the end of March.  Deb Gagne offered to help make these calls, as 
well, in coordination with the NHPA.  Beverly also intends to send information about 
RSA 79-D to new Barn Assessment Grant recipients, especially with respect to 
advantageous timing regarding the effective date of easements. 
 
 

IV.  Education & Outreach Task Force 
 
Ideas for Next Summer Visit Requested 
 
John Porter reported that he is still receiving positive feedback as a result of the Task 
Force visit last summer to the Coos County Farm barn.  It is apparent that we had quite a 
positive impact and stimulated a lot of discussion in the North Country about the visit.  
John said he believes that, as a result of our visit and the information they received, there 
is a moratorium on doing anything to that barn for a year.  
 
John is asked for suggestions for this year that have a component of public good.  Beth 
suggested two barns in Berlin.  The local historical society is trying to come up with an 
idea that would help find a use for these barns that would be a benefit to the town. 

 
V.  Advocacy & Technical Assistance 

 
A.    Barn Committee participation in 100th Anniversary of N.H. Department of 
Agriculture, Markets & Food, October 22, 2013. The Barn Committee participated in 
this event on the State House lawn, featuring a photo exhibit on the evolution of barns 
created by Beverly and John.  Visitors to the exhibit, staffed by John and Carl, included 
the Governor and Commissioner Merrill.  
 

   B.   Preparations for Farm & Forest EXPO, February 7-8, Center of NH, 
Manchester 
--  Education Session: "Barn Preservation Success Stories", February 7, 10 –  
11:30 a.m., Dartmouth Room. Beverly is organizing this session.  Steve Bedard will be a 
panel member, together with recipients of Preservation Alliance Barn Assessment grants. 
 
--  Joint Information Booth 
The booth theme will be based on the exhibit at the 100th anniversary of the Dept. of 
Agriculture.   Deb will email a sign-up sheet to the Barn Committee and Friends. 
 



-- Participation in FARMO Quest   
Our suggested question:  “What is the nickname for the most common barn type in 
      the 18th century?” (Yankee Barn) 

 
      C.   NHPA’s Old House & Barn EXPO, March 15-16, Center of NH, Manchester 

Beverly reported that preparations for the event are underway and it appears there 
will be plenty of information sessions and booths. 
 
 

VI.  Next Meeting Date:   Monday, April 7 at the Division of Historical Resources at 1:00 
p.m. 
  
 


