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Carl Schmidt, NH State Historical Resources Council 
Elizabeth Muzzey, Director, Director & SHPO, NH Division of Historical Resources  
John Porter, Professor Emeritus, UNH Cooperative Extension 
Jennifer Goodman, Executive Director, NH Preservation Alliance 
Deborah Gagne, Grants Coordinator, NH Division of Historical Resources 
Steve Bedard, Friends of NH Barns 
Beverly Thomas, Program Associate, NH Preservation Alliance 
 
 I.  Announcements and Minutes of January 13 Meeting 
      The minutes of the January meeting were accepted as presented. 
 

Beverly Thomas talked recently with a student in the Historic Preservation program at 
the University of Vermont who is doing a paper comparing the barn grant programs 
in Vermont and Washington state. She will incorporate information about New 
Hampshire and will send a copy to Beverly. 

 
Tribute to Alan Thulander.  Carl asked the Committee to pay tribute to Alan 
Thulander, who passed away on March 2nd, and to the fundamental contributions he 
made to barn preservation in New Hampshire.  Alan, who was serving in the late 
1990s as a N.H. State Representative and also as a member of the N.H. Historical 
Resources Council, became a lead sponsor and advocate for legislation proposing the 
establishment of a state-funded, $50,000 pilot program for matching repair grants for 
historic barn preservation.  Although welcomed by the House Environment & 
Agriculture Committee, the Budget Committee was about to declare the bill 
“inexpedient to legislate” when Alan, a senior member of that Committee, 
successfully proposed that the proposal be passed, minus its funding.  The revised, 
rescued proposal then was enacted in 1999 as RSA 227-C:27-32, thereby resulting in 
the creation of the Barn Committee.  Alan then played a central role in subsequent 



legislative strategy seeking grant funding and to enact RSA 79-D.  A long-time 
resident of Francestown, he also served in many local public positions, including 
member of the Selectboard, Planning Board, and Volunteer Fire Department, and no 
doubt inspired one of his sons, for a graduate school project, to survey all of 
Francestown’s barns and other historic structures.  Then, late in life, he was able to 
help create the Francestown Museum.  Carl undertook to express sympathy and 
appreciation to Alan’s family on behalf of the Barn Committee. 

 
Posting of Agendas and Minutes of Barn Committee meetings.  Beth Muzzey 
explained that a new Program Assistant at NH DHR has been looking into posting 
agendas and minutes of various Departmental public meetings.  As a result, it was 
suggested that the Barn Committee’s agendas and minutes be posted on the DHR 
Website.  Committee members agreed with the suggestion, as well as with Steve 
Bedard’s proposal that agendas routinely include an entry for “public comment”. 

    
 II.  Progress Report:  N.H. Preservation Alliance’s Barn Preservation Research &   
       Engagement Plan 
                    A.  Comments on Proposed List of Questions for Town Barn Advocates 

Committee members suggested revisions to a draft list of questions about 
historic barns that was prepared by Beverly and circulated in advance. 
The questions are to be directed to individual “Town Barn Advocates” 
who have been identified in some 50 New Hampshire towns.  Beverly 
will revise the list of questions as suggested by the Committee and then 
she and other NHPA representatives will begin calling the “Advocates”.  

 
                   B.  Summary of Renewed Promotion of  NHPA Assessment Grants 

The NHPA has decided to make assessment grants three times each year, 
instead of on a rolling basis as done up to now.  No new applications have 
been received of late although there was a lot of interest expressed at the 
Farm & Forest and Old House & Barn Expos.  Beth suggested that a 
NewsFlash be sent from DHR to help promote interest in the grants. 
Jennifer Goodman said provision also will be made to be able to award 
larger grants if circumstances warrant.  

 
Beverly is continuing to look for additional barn preservation contractors 
to add to the NHPA’s network.  It is necessary that the contractors are 
willing and able to devote sufficient time to writing the assessment 
reports. 

 
    III.  RSA 79-D Promotion 
                 A.  Efforts to Promote New and Renewed Easements 

Beverly had completed contacting more than half of the 45 town offices in 
which RSA 79-D easements are expiring and for which renewal 
applications will need to be submitted by April 15.  She said town officials 
have uniformly expressed appreciation for the calls and that assessing 
officials have been very cooperative.  In response to her request for help in 
making additional calls, Jennifer Goodman, Deb Gagne and John Porter 
offered to assist. 

 



Regarding the Barn Committee’s ongoing efforts to clarify and reach an 
understanding with NH DRA on the implications of renewing RSA 79-D 
easements that are expiring, Carl noted that DRA had not adopted any of 
the Barn Committee’s proposed new Administrative Rules in DRA's 
recommended revisions to be presented to JLCAR, apparently because it 
is believed RSA 79-D does not grant DRA the authority to do so.  While 
seeking an appropriate amendment to the law is at least an option in 
theory, it now appears that, before such a step is contemplated, more 
information is needed, such as what has occurred with expiring easements 
granted under RSA 79-C, and how assessors have begun to deal with 
renewals of RSA 79-D preservation easements. 

 
Carl and Beverly reported on their meeting on February 12 with Mary 
Pinkham-Langer (Property Appraisal Division, DRA) to consider 
revisions to DRA’s application and release forms for RSA 79-D.  They 
reached agreement on a number of revisions, but still have more ground to 
cover.   

 
Next Steps:  Beverly will explore the RSA 79-C renewal practice.   
Jennifer Goodman will invite attorneys familiar with municipal and land-
use law to take part in an examination of relevant questions as part of the 
May 19th meeting of the Preservation Alliance’s Public Policy 
Committee.  Barbara Reid from the Local Government Center should be 
invited to take part in the discussion.  Carl will contact Mary Pinkham-
Langer about scheduling another meeting to complete review of the RSA 
79-D forms.  

 
             B.  Lyme Barn 

Carl reported that the Upper Valley Land Trust had recently asked that the 
Barn Committee be informed that the advisory guidance it provided was 
very helpful with regard to changes made to a barn in Lyme that is subject 
to an easement with the Land Trust.  The property owners recently agreed 
either to remove the window in the gable end and cover the opening with 
siding, or to replace the window with one of the same size and appearance 
as those on the lower level.  In addition, Lyme’s new Heritage 
Commission, in a letter endorsed by five of its seven members, has 
expressed support for the Barn Committee’s advice and stated that, 
provided it is followed, the property tax benefit (RSA 79-D) should 
remain in effect.  

 
             C.  Adding Advisory Q & A’s re RSA 79-D to NHPA and NH DHR Websites 

It was agreed to find the most effective way to include on the Websites of 
NHPA and NH DHR the series of advisory Q & A’s that the Barn 
Committee had prepared and approved in past years to help explain and 
interpret RSA 79-D easements.  Carl noted that individual Q & A’s 
addressing tax and assessment matters had been reviewed and cleared by 
NH DRA staff at the time.  It was noted that editing and updating will be 
needed for some of the items, including a question raised recently by 
Commissioner Merrill regarding “improvements”, and the need to clarify 



what happens to the easement if the property is sold.  John Porter offered 
to have his assistant digitize the Q & A’s to make it easier for everyone to 
suggest revisions.  

 
    IV.  Education & Outreach Task Force  
            A.  Location for 2014 Visit 

It appears now that there does not seem to be a need for advisory assistance 
for the two large barns currently owned by the Berlin Historical Society. 
The scope of work related to LCHIP assistance appears to have been 
worked out with the help of Amy Dixon and the contractor is dealing 
separately with Beverly Thomas regarding a workshop. 

 
A number of ideas were mentioned for a site visit.  Jennifer suggested the 
new liquor stores and rest stops on I-93 at Hookset in order to help them 
work through issues they are having.  Also, she will ask Maggie Stier re 
barns she is hearing about that could use assistance.  John will contact Ben 
Wilson for suggestions.  Another idea is the Philbrick Farm in Shelburne. 
 Committee members agreed to give further thought to an appropriate site 
visit, keeping in mind the importance of having a public benefit 
component.      

                         
         B.  Grafton County Farm “Open Barn Day” 

The Grafton County Farm in North Haverhill is having an event on June 
7th called "Open Barn Day”, in effect to thank the public for keeping the 
County Farm open. (The Farm has the last County working dairy herd in 
the state.)  The event, scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., will be dedicated 
to the late Ray Burton and includes free food and a barn tour as well as a 
legislative breakfast to which Commissioner Merrill has been 
invited.  UNH Cooperative Extension, 4H, Cabot Dairy, and others will 
have booths at this event.  They asked Carl to suggest someone 
knowledgeable about old barns who could give one or more guided tours 
of the farm’s large 1850’s Yankee barn.  John Porter is unable to attend, 
but mentioned the huge barn’s interesting ventilation system, with 
channels running up inside walls from the stable area to the cupola on the 
roof. 
It will be possible to promote the Barn Committee and its programs at an 
exhibit table.  Beverly agreed to try to identify someone to speak about the 
barn and barn architecture, and Beth will send her information from DHR 
files about the Grafton County Farm. 

 
     V.    Advocacy & Technical Assistance 
                 A.   Farm & Forest EXPO, February 7-8 

Beverly reported that 40-50 people attended the education session about 
NHPA’s barn assessment grant program.  She expressed appreciation to 
presenters Ed Pape and Steve Bedard, as well as to the barn owners from 
Andover and North Hampton who had benefitted from the grants and done 
the work suggested in their reports.  She also reported lots of new and old 
connections at the information booth. 

 



                B.  Old House & Barn EXPO, March 15-16 
According to Jennifer and Beverly, the EXPO was a tremendous success. 
More than 2,500 people attended, with two-thirds of them first-time 
attendees. The numerous talks were well attended and reviews were great. 

 
                C.  NHPA Barn Preservation Workshop in Berlin (tentative), July or August 
                       Beverly is still working on the dates for this workshop. 
                 
                D.  Other Events 
                        --  June 7:   Grafton County Farm Open Barn Day 
                        --  July 12:  Madison Barn Tour, sponsored by Friends of Madison Library 
                             Foundation (not affiliated with the NHPA) 
                        --  September 27:  Hollis Barn Tour, NHPA partnering with Freedom’s 
                            Way National Heritage Area 
              
      VI.  Next Meeting Date:  Monday, June 9, 1 p.m. at the DHR Conference Room 
              Items for discussion: 
 
                       Biennial Report draft outline 
 
                       Centennial Barn Program promoted by the N.H. State Grange 
 
             

 


