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Historic barns and agricultural structures symbolize the distinctive New Hampshire 
values of heritage, hard work, productivity, and stewardship. They are witnesses to the role 
of agriculture in our state's image and its economy, and they serve as scenic landmarks for 
residents and visitors alike. They are among our most highly valued heritage resources, but 
many can no longer generate sufficient income to prevent their loss by decay or demolition. 
In order to assist the owners who are making an effort to preserve these irreplaceable assets, 
it is hereby declared to be public policy and in the public interest of this state to establish a 
matching grants program consisting of funds from private and public sector grants, gifts, 
and donations for preserving historic agricultural structures in New Hampshire. 
 
RSA 227-C:27, 1999 

 
 
Intensifying concerns about the fate and future prospects of New Hampshire's historic barns and 
agricultural structures coalesced in 1997, when Carl Schmidt of the NH State Historical Resources 
Council (SHRC) proposed legislation to provide state-funded matching grants for barn repair and 
rehabilitation.  His initiative was welcomed by individuals and groups representing agriculture, tourism, 
rural community development, and historic preservation.  Rep. O. Alan Thulander of Francestown, a 
Republican, and Rep. Martha Fuller Clark of Portsmouth, a Democrat, both members of the SHRC, 
agreed to co-sponsor a bill.  During the next year, the NH Division of Historical Resources (NH DHR) 
and the statewide historic preservation advocacy group, the NH Preservation Alliance, researched similar 
programs in other states.  They also studied national campaigns such as "Barn Again," sponsored by the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation; many different kinds of monetary, tax, and program incentives 
for preservation of historic agricultural structures were evaluated.  The model which seemed most 
suitable for New Hampshire was also the closest:  Vermont's popular and successful program of publicly 
and privately funded matching grants had been active since 1993.   
 
HB 395 (LSR 99-0212), "An Act establishing a pilot program to preserve historic agricultural structures 
in New Hampshire," was introduced into the House of Representatives for the 1999 legislative session.  
Rep. Thulander  (R) and Rep. Russell N. Cox (R) were prime sponsors, with Rep. Martha Fuller Clark (D) 
and Rep. Jane S. Langley (R) as co-sponsors. As originally proposed, HB 395 established a two-year pilot 
program with a fund of $50,000. annually for matching grants, and provided limited tax relief by 
enabling local adoption of historic agricultural exemptions.  The bill created an advisory committee to 
review the pilot program at the end of two years, and to report to the Senate President, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and the Governor, with a recommendation whether or not the program ought 
to be established by law on a permanent basis.  The committee was also empowered to make any other 
appropriate recommendations regarding the program. 
 
As it proceeded through the House and Senate, HB 395 gained strong bipartisan and public support, 
and elicited eloquent testimony at legislative hearings.  In the words of a retired Connecticut Valley 
farmer, "These farms and the barns are our picture book history of a prominent industry that has shaped 
our picturesque valleys...They are a symbol of our open space.  These barns are very costly to maintain 
and the taxes levied on them are substantial.  Please support HB 395 to help keep an important part of 
our New Hampshire heritage."    
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From the beginning, it was clear that financial assistance and tax relief were necessary if New 
Hampshire's historic barns and agricultural buildings were to survive.  The state's fiscal crisis 
intervened, however, and eventually HB 395 was amended to remove the state appropriation and the tax 
relief provisions.  Instead, it established a "Historic Agricultural Structure Matching Grants Program" and 
a non-lapsing "Barn Preservation Fund" as a permanent function (rather than a pilot) within the Division 
of Historical Resources.  The DHR was authorized to accept public sector and private sector grants, gifts, 
or donations of any kind, to be awarded competitively to eligible applicants on a matching basis, with an 
equal or greater value of cash, labor, or materials provided by the applicant from private, local, state, or 
federal sources. 

 
The legislation also created an advisory committee to the Division of Historical Resources, for soliciting 
applications, recommending grant awards, and considering any other matter necessary to the 
administration of the program.  The committee was charged with making a report regarding the 
program to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Senate President, and the Governor, on or 
before November 1 of the second year of each biennium.  This report has been prepared in accordance 
with that legislative directive. 
 
HB 395 was signed into law by Governor Jeanne Shaheen on July 16, 1999, as Chapter 285, Laws of 
1999.  (A copy of the legislation as signed is attached as Appendix IV.)  Members of the Advisory  
Committee were appointed during the summer of 1999, and the committee held its first meeting on 
October 5, 1999.  (A list of the committee members is attached as Appendix I.)  At the initial October 1999 
meeting, the committee adopted an action plan by consensus, including these major goals: 
 
• Identify funding sources for preservation of agricultural structures 
• Initiate a voluntary statewide user-friendly reconnaissance survey of historic barns and agricultural 

structures 
• Develop a technical assistance booklet and other technical assistance resources 
• Follow the tax issues 
• Educate the public 
• Consider future legislation. 
 
During the year October 1999 -- October 2000, the full committee met eleven times, and a variety of 
subcommittees held additional meetings.  The committee and its related efforts have already had a 
substantial impact.  Several projects are underway: 
 
• A voluntary statewide survey of farm buildings that once existed across the state, and what remains 

of them today, has generated broad public interest.  The results of the survey are forming a history of 
New Hampshire's agricultural landscape and will help the advisory committee to make more 
informed decisions regarding grants or technical assistance.  Survey forms and information have 
been widely distributed and also featured in publications, web sites, and news releases by a host of 
cooperating organizations and agencies, including the county Conservation Districts; Farm & Forest 
Expo; NH Department of Agriculture, Markets &  Food; NH Farm Bureau; NH Preservation Alliance; 
Regional Planning Commissions; UNH Cooperative Extension; and USDA Farm Service Agency.  
Survey forms are completed by individuals and property owners and returned to the DHR for entry 
into a statewide data base.  In addition, local Historical Societies, Heritage Commissions, and 
Conservation Commissions in several towns and cities have volunteered to conduct neighborhood or 
town/city-wide surveys in their communities.  (A sample survey form is attached as Appendix II.)  
The response has been remarkable; approximately five hundred survey entries have been returned.  
Most of the forms submitted are supplemented with historic photographs, maps, and personal stories 
of the owners' concern for their agricultural heritage. 
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• Preserving Old Barns, a technical assistance publication, is being written by dairy specialist 
John C. Porter, Merrimack County Cooperative Extension,  and Francis E. Gilman, extension 
agricultural engineer emeritus, of the University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension.  
Preservation contractors, architectural historians, and other practitioners, along with committee 
members, have served as advisors.  The book, extensively illustrated with photographs, sketches, 
and line drawings, will be printed and distributed through the UNH Publication Center and UNH 
Cooperative Extension channels; the target audience includes the general public as well as the 
agricultural and the historic preservation communities.  (The table of contents is attached as 
Appendix III.) 

• In response to a presentation by members of the advisory committee, a legislative subcommittee 
has formed to examine the impact of taxation on barn deterioration and demolition, and to explore 
incentives for rehabilitation, including tax relief. 

• The members of the advisory committee and staff of the NH Preservation Alliance and the Division 
of Historical Resources, often in cooperation with the NH Coalition for Sustaining Agriculture and 
the Citizens for NH Land and Community Heritage, have been engaged in a many exhibits and 
presentations for the public.  Both print and television news coverage has been extensive, and very 
positive.  Notable appearances have been at the annual Farm & Forest Expo in Manchester, and the 
2000 Celebrate NH Culture festival in Hopkinton.  The 2001 Farm & Forest Expo will feature a day-
long track of workshops organized around the theme, "How Land and Community Connections 
Sustain New Hampshire Farms and Forests," including a presentation on "Rescuing Historic 
Agricultural Structures." 

• In April 1999 the NH Preservation Alliance sponsored a two-day "Historic Barns" workshop that 
drew over 150 enthusiastic participants; in April 2001 the Preservation Alliance will be presenting 
the first annual "New Hampshire Old House and Barn Exposition" in Manchester.  Members of the 
advisory committee are finding that illustrated talks on historic barns are increasingly popular all 
over the state, and even on blizzard nights a speaker may be greeted by a standing-room-only 
audience. 

• Public interest in all aspects of New Hampshire barn preservation is strong and growing.  
The shared NH Preservation Alliance / DHR data base of constituent contacts has grown to over a 
thousand names since HB 395 was introduced, and more names are added weekly. 

• In response to the enormous need for barn preservation technical and financial assistance, the 
NH Preservation Alliance -- with the assistance of generous donors -- has created a program of 
consultant mini-grants to help barn owners obtain a professional evaluation of the work needed to 
keep their barns intact.  $400. in grant funds are matched by $100. from the owner to pay for a barn 
restoration consultant visit, assessment, budget, and written report.  Over 150 applications from 90 
towns/cities were received by the deadline; over 30% of the applications were for barns in 
agricultural use.  Fifteen grants were awarded in mid-October 2000, for barns in all areas of New 
Hampshire.  A second grant round is anticipated in early 2001; details of the grants program are 
available on the NH Preservation Alliance web site, http://www.mv.com/ipusers/nhpreservation. 

 
Despite the popular interest in the NH Preservation Alliance's mini-grant program, the larger needs of 
barn preservation in New Hampshire remain unmet.  The new Land & Community Heritage 
Investment Program , the Conservation License Plate grants, and increased federal historic preservation 
funding for New Hampshire  may provide limited assistance to public or non-profit owners of historic 
barns, but there is no state-funded program or service that could help private owners.   
 
"We knew that there was a pent-up demand for this type of assistance, but we received three times as 
many requests as we anticipated," notes Jim Deely, the project director for the mini-grants program. 
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"While we recognize that these grants will not provide the funds many owners need to repair their barns, 
it is an important first step to assess and prioritize needs. We are committed to searching for additional 
sources of funds to help these barn owners begin restoration and repair so that these important 
agricultural structures will remain part of our heritage," says Nancy Dutton, Director of the New 
Hampshire Division of Historical Resources, and Chair of the advisory committee.  
 
Legislative interest, research results, and public opinion all acknowledge that New Hampshire's 
unique and irreplaceable legacy of historic agricultural structures is at risk, and will not survive for 
benefit of future generations unless decisive action is taken now to arrest deterioration and assist 
owners to preserve their barns and agricultural structures.   
 
 
 

Beech Hill Farm in Hopkinton, New Hampshire, home to the Kimball Family since 
1771, has been recognized with a Green Pastures award and by designation as a 
Bicentennial Farm and a Conservation Farm of the Year.  The farmland is protected 
with a Land Conservation Investment Program (LCIP) easement.  Beech Hill Farm is 
one of the fifteen winners of the NH Preservation Alliance's 2000 barn preservation 
assessment grants.             (courtesy photo) 

------ ----- 

This report has been prepared by the NH Division of Historical Resources, on behalf of the Advisory 
Committee for the New Hampshire Historic Structures Matching Grants Program, in accordance with the 
legislative directive at RSA 227-C:29, II. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Nancy C. Dutton             Linda Ray Wilson 
Director, Division of Historical Resources          Deputy State Historic 
NH State Historic Preservation Officer           Preservation Officer 
NH Division of Historical Resources           NH Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street / PO Box 2043           19 Pillsbury Street / PO Box 2043 
Concord NH  03302-2043            Concord NH  03302-2043 
Telephone 603-271-6435             Telephone 603-271-6434 
FAX 603-271-3433             FAX 603-271-3433 
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APPENDIX I.  ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES MATCHING GRANTS PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(HB 395  CHAPTER 285, LAWS OF 1999  RSA 227-C:27 -- RSA 227-C:32) 

October  2000 
Scott Johnson, Active Agriculturist 
101 Range Road 
Windham NH  03087 
 
James Mason, Active Agriculturist 
North Road 
West Franklin NH  03235 
 
Stephen H. Taylor, Commissioner 
NH Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food 
State House Annex, Room 221 
25 Capitol Street 
Box 2042 
Concord NH  03302-2042 
 
Van Mc Leod, Commissioner 
NH Department of Cultural Resources 
20 Park Street 
Concord NH  03301-6314 
 
George M. Bald, Commissioner 
NH Dept. of Resources & Economic Development 
172 Pembroke Road / PO Box 1856 
Concord NH  03302-1856 
 
Allison McLean, DRED Designee 
Director, Recreation Services 
Division of Parks & Recreation 
NH Dept. of Resources & Economic Development 
172 Pembroke Road / PO Box 1856 
Concord NH  03302-1856 
 
Nancy C. Dutton 
Director, Division of Historical Resources 
NH State Historic Preservation Officer 
NH Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street / PO Box 2043 
Concord NH  03302-2043 
 
Linda Ray Wilson, Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer 
NH Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street / PO Box 2043 
Concord NH  03302-2043 
 
Executive Director 
NH Farm Bureau Federation 
295 Sheep Davis Road 
Concord NH  03301 
 
Joanna Pellerin, Coordinator  
NH State Conservation Committee 
175 High Street 
Exeter NH 03833 

Everett Tingley 
NH State Grange 
90 Mont Vernon Road 
New Boston NH  03070 
 
Carl W. Schmidt, Chair 
NH State Historical Resources Council 
PO Box C / Main Street 
Orford NH 03777 
 
John E. Pike, Dean and Director 
UNH Cooperative Extension 
59 College Road, Taylor Hall UNH 
Durham, NH 03824 
 
Bruce Marriott, UNH Coop Extension Designee 
Program Leader for Agriculture 
UNH Cooperative Extension 
59 College Road, Taylor Hall UNH 
Durham, NH 03824 
 
James McConaha, State Executive Director 
USDA/NH Farm Service Agency 
22 Bridge Street / 4th Floor  
Concord NH 03301-4987 

------ ----- 
Rep. Martha Fuller Clark 
152 Middle Street 
Portsmouth NH  03801 
 
Rep. George Musler, Chair 
House Environment & Agriculture Committee 
449 Route 9 
Barrington NH  03825-3410 
 
Rep. O. Alan Thulander 
PO Box 240 
Francestown NH  03043-0240 

------ ----- 
Jim Deely 
NH Preservation Alliance 
PO Box 268 
Concord NH  03302-0268 
 
Jennifer Goodman, Executive Director 
NH Preservation Alliance 
PO Box 268 
Concord NH  03302-0268 
 
John Porter 
UNH Cooperative Extension 
315 Daniel Webster Highway 
Boscawen NH  03303 



NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES MATCHING GRANTS PROGRAM 
(HB 395  Chapter 285, Laws of 1999  RSA 227-C:27 -- 227-C:32) 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
BIENNIAL REPORT 

 
Page 6 

APPENDIX II.  BARN SURVEY INTRODUCTION & INVENTORY FORM (REDUCED SIZE) 

 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE  DIVISION  OF  HISTORICAL  RESOURCES 
State of New Hampshire,  Department of Cultural Resources       603-271-3483  
19 Pillsbury Street, P. O. Box 2043, Concord  NH  03302-2043       603-271-3558  

FAX 603-271-3433    preservation@nhdhr.state.nh.us    Voice/ TTY RELAY ACCESS  1-800-735-2964  
 
       July 2000 
 
 
Dear owner or friend of a New Hampshire farm: 
 
 Last summer, the state legislature passed House Bill 395 – commonly known as the Barn Bill – into law.  
The act established a program of matching grants to preserve historic agricultural buildings, but without the 
funding that was requested.  The bill also established an advisory group of experts in agriculture, historic 
preservation and economic development who are developing technical assistance, seeking private funding, and 
addressing taxation issues.   
 
 In order to more clearly understand New Hampshire’s agricultural landscape, the state Division of 
Historical Resources (DHR) is working with the advisory group to survey what farm buildings once existed 
across the state and what remains today.  Since we cannot visit every farm, we are asking for your help with the 
survey.  The results of  the survey will serve as a history of the state’s agricultural landscape and help the 
advisory group make informed decisions regarding grants or technical assistance. 
 
 Please review the questions on the next page and answer as many as possible about your farm, or a 
farm in your town with the owner’s permission.  Feel free to make copies of the form, as needed.  Please 
photograph as many of the farm buildings as possible.  For archival stability, DHR prefers black and white 
photographs, although color photographs are acceptable.  Photos showing interior framing, barnyards, fields, 
fences and other landscapes are also welcome, as are copies of historic photographs.  (No photographs will be 
used for publication without the owner’s consent.)  Equally helpful is a sketch map of the property, roughly to 
scale, showing the location of each building labeled separately with a letter. 
 
 Forms can be filled out with permanent ink, typewriter or computer.  Forms are also available as a 
Microsoft Word document via e-mail.  Please call or e-mail your requests or questions to Elizabeth Muzzey, 
603/271-8850 or emuzzey@nhdhr.state.nh.us.  Completed forms can be mailed to the NH Division of Historical 
Resources, PO Box 2043, Concord, NH  03302.  Thank you very much for your help with our project. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       Elizabeth H. Muzzey 
       State Survey Coordinator

 

mailto:emuzzey@nhdhr.state.nh.us
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APPENDIX II., continued:  BARN SURVEY INVENTORY FORM (REDUCED SIZE) 

HICKEY 
 
 
 
 
 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources    Page 1 of  
 
FARM RECONNAISSANCE INVENTORY FORM   NHDHR INVENTORY #     

FARM OR FAMILY NAME:             
Current owner:             
Street address:              
Tax map/parcel number(s) for the entire farm (if known):         
Farm acreage:               
 
MAIN HOUSE:     (Please label the house with a letter and include it on an attached sketch 
map and photograph) 
Approximate date of construction:     Source of  information:    
 
BARN:     (Please label the barn with a letter and include it on an attached sketch map 
and photograph) 
Approximate date of construction:    Source of  information:    
Please describe any known alterations to the barn, with dates, and check as many blanks below that 
apply: 
 
FOUNDATION: Fieldstone ____ Cut stone/granite ____ Brick ____ Concrete ____ Other    
FRAMING: Hand-hewn ____ Sawn heavy timbers ____ Stud construction ____ Other   
EXTERIOR: Clapboard ____  Wood shingle _____ Weatherboard ____ Asphalt ____ 
  Asbestos ____ Corrugated metal ____ Other        
ROOF SHAPE: Gable ____ Gambrel ____ Monitor ____ Other       
ROOFING: Asphalt ____ Slate ____ Wood ____ Metal ____ Other     
INTERIOR FEATURES: Milk room ____ Silo ____ Stanchions ____ Others    
 
ADDITIONAL OUTBUILDINGS:   Please label each with a letter and show on an attached sketch map 

and photograph.  Include all existing structures – such as coops, pit 
silos, bee hives, garages, privies and cottages – and note any that have 
been removed over the years. 

 
PLEASE TELL US ANY HISTORY THAT YOU KNOW ABOUT THE FARM AND ITS PRODUCTION (continue on 
attached pages if needed):  
 
DO YOU KNOW OF ANY HISTORIC VIEWS OR PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE FARM?  WHERE?     
 
SPECIAL DESIGNATION: Bicentennial Farm ____ Conservation or Agricultural 

Easement ____ Farm of Distinction ____  Green Pastures ____  
Tree Farm ____  Other  ________________________________________ 

 
HAS THE SAME FAMILY FARMED THIS PROPERTY FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS?       
BEGINNING WHEN?    
 
FORM COMPLETED BY:          DATE:    
 
HOW MAY WE CONTACT YOU IF NEEDED?          
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APPENDIX III.  PRESERVING OLD BARNS PUBLICATION 
 
 

PRESERVING OLD BARNS 
PREVENTING THE LOSS OF A VALUABLE RESOURCE 

 
John C. Porter, Extension Specialist -- Dairy 
Merrimack County Cooperative Extension 

 and Francis E. Gilman, Extension Agricultural Engineer, Emeritus 
University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension 

 
 

 
I. A Brief History of New Hampshire Barns 
 
II. Historical Barn Types 
 
 A. English Barns 
 B. Extended English Barns 
 C. Side Hill English Barns 
 D. Gable Front Barns (Yankee Barns) 
 E. Gable Front Bank Barns 
 F. High Drive Bank Barns 
 G. Connected Farm Buildings 
 H. Round Barns 
 I. Ground-level Stable Barns 
 J. Freestall Barns 
 K. Fabric Structures 
 
III. Building Methods 
 
 A. Frame 
 B. Scribe Rule and Square Rule Construction 
 C. Sawn Timber 
 D. Balloon Framing 
 E. Wall Sheathing 
 
IV. Structural Preservation 
 
 A. Develop a Plan 
 B. Safety Precautions 
 C. Roof 
 
V. Foundations 
 A. Repairing a Foundation 
 B. Structural Members 
 C. Steps in Repair 
 D. Pulling Walls Together 
 
VI. Building Maintenance 
 
VII. Disassembling a Barn 
  
 A. Dismantling a Barn 
 B. Reassembling a Barn 
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APPENDIX IV.  LEGISLATION 
 

CHAPTER 285 
HB 395-FN-A - FINAL VERSION 

14april99.....0713h 
25may99.....1166h 
1july99.....1969-EBA 

1999 SESSION 
99-0212 
08/01 
 

HOUSE BILL 395-FN-A 
AN ACT establishing a program of matching grants to preserve historic agricultural structures in New 
Hampshire. 
SPONSORS: Rep. Thulander, Hills 6; Rep. M. Fuller Clark, Rock 36 
COMMITTEE: Environment and Agriculture 

 
AMENDED ANALYSIS 

This bill establishes a program of matching grants to preserve historic agricultural structures. Grant 
moneys shall be provided by private and public sector gifts, grants, and donations, and shall be deposited 
in a newly created special fund. Recipients of grants must provide an equal or greater value of cash, 
labor, or materials from private, local, state, or federal sources. 

 
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine 
AN ACT establishing a program of matching grants to preserve historic agricultural structures in New 
Hampshire. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened: 
 

285:1 New Subdivision; Historic Agricultural Structure Matching Grants Program. Amend RSA 227-C 
by inserting after section 26 the following new subdivision: 
 

Historic Agricultural Structure Matching Grants Program 
 

227-C:27 Purpose. Historic barns and agricultural structures symbolize the distinctive New 
Hampshire values of heritage, hard work, productivity, and stewardship. They are witnesses to the 
role of agriculture in our state's image and its economy, and they serve as scenic landmarks for 
residents and visitors alike. They are among our most highly valued heritage resources, but many can 
no longer generate sufficient income to prevent their loss by decay or demolition. In order to assist 
the owners who are making an effort to preserve these irreplaceable assets, it is hereby declared to be 
public policy and in the public interest of this state to establish a matching grants program consisting 
of funds from private and public sector grants, gifts, and donations for preserving historic 
agricultural structures in New Hampshire. 
 
227-C:28 Matching Grants Program Established; Barn Preservation Fund. 

I. A program of matching grants to preserve historic barns and agricultural structures in New 
Hampshire is hereby established. 
II. There is established a nonlapsing fund in the office of the state treasurer to be known as 
the barn preservation fund. The division of historical resources, department of cultural 
resources, is authorized to accept public sector and private sector grants, gifts, or donations 
of any kind to be awarded competitively to eligible applicants. All such moneys shall be 
deposited in the fund. Moneys in the fund shall be used solely for grant awards and shall be 
matched with an equal or greater value of cash, labor, or materials provided by the applicant 
from private, local, state, or federal sources. 
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227-C:29 Advisory Committee. 
I. For the purpose of soliciting applications, recommending grant awards, and considering 
any other matter necessary to the administration of this subdivision, an advisory committee 
to the division of historical resources shall be established, consisting of: 

(a) The commissioner of cultural resources, or designee. 
(b) The commissioner of agriculture, markets, and food, or designee. 
(c) The commissioner of resources and economic development, or designee. 
(d) The chairperson of the state conservation committee, or designee. 
(e) The director of the division of historical resources, or designee, who shall act as 
the committee chair. 
(f) The executive director of the New Hampshire Farm Service Agency, or designee. 
(g) The director of the New Hampshire Farm Bureau Federation, or designee. 
(h) The director of the university of New Hampshire cooperative extension, or 
designee. 
(i) The master of the New Hampshire state grange, or designee. 
(j) A member of the state historical resources council. 
(k) A staff member of the division of historical resources selected by the director. 
(l) Two individuals actively engaged in agriculture, selected by the committee. 

II. On or before November 1 of the second year of each biennium, the committee shall 
make a report regarding the program to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
Senate President, and the Governor. 
 

227-C:30 Eligibility. In order to qualify for grant assistance, agricultural buildings and structures 
shall be listed in the National Register of Historic Places, or shall be formally determined to be 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, or shall be listed or formally determined to be 
eligible for listing in the state register of historic places, in accordance with established 
procedures of the division of historical resources, prior to receiving any grant funds. Priority will 
be given to projects that: 

(a) Preserve historic building features. 
(b) Preserve important examples of historic agricultural building types. 
(c) Promote productive long-term use of the property. 
(d) Preserve important local landmarks. 
(e) Are located on designated scenic and cultural byways. 
 
(f) Would accept a preservation restriction, as defined in RSA 477:45. 

227-C:31 Recapture. If a recipient or subsequent owner takes any action within 10 years of the 
grant award with respect to the assisted building or structure, such as dismantlement, removal, 
or substantial alteration, which causes it to no longer be eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places, within one year from the date of loss of eligibility, the preservation 
grant shall be repaid in full to the barn preservation fund. 
 
227-C:32 Receipt of Grant Recorded in Registry of Deeds. Receipt of a grant award under this 
program and conditions of such award shall be recorded in the registry of deeds for the county in 
which the historic barn or agricultural structure is located. 
 
285:2 New Subparagraph; Barn Preservation Fund Created. Amend RSA 6:12, I by inserting after 
subparagraph (www) the following new subparagraph: 

(xxx) Moneys collected pursuant to RSA 227-C:28, which shall be deposited in the 
barn preservation fund. 
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285:3 Authorization for Contingent Renumbering. If any other act of the 1999 regular session of 
the general court which contains an amendment to RSA 6:12, I which inserts any new 
subparagraph into paragraph I of such section becomes law, the director of legislative services is 
authorized to make any technical changes to the numbering in any RSA sections inserted by this 
or any other act as necessary to conform said sections to proper RSA format. The authority 
granted under this section shall not include the power to make any substantive changes and shall 
expire upon printing of the 1999 session laws. 
 
285:4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999. 
 

(Approved: July 16, 1999) 
(Effective Date: July 1, 1999)      LBAO 

99-0212 
Amended 4/20/99 

 
 
 

HB 395 FISCAL NOTE (ORIGINAL BILL) 
 

AN ACT establishing a pilot program of matching grants to preserve historic agricultural structures in 
New Hampshire and making an appropriation therefor. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

The Department of Cultural Resources indicates this bill, as amended by the House, may 
increase state general fund expenditures by $50,000 in FY 2000 and $50,000 in FY 2001. There 
is no fiscal impact on county and local expenditures or state, county and local revenue. 
This bill appropriates from the general fund, $50,000 in each of the fiscal years 2000 and 2001 
to the Department of Cultural Resources for matching grants to be used to preserve historic 
barns and agricultural structures. Funds appropriated will not lapse until FY 2001. 
 

METHODOLOGY: 
 

The Department states that grants will be made available according to the provisions contained in the 
bill and no additional staff will be required to implement the 2-year pilot program. 

 


