
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES 

MATCHING GRANTS PROGRAM 
(HB 395  Chapter 285, Laws of 1999  RSA 227-C:27 -- 227-C:32) 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

BIENNIAL REPORT 
NOVEMBER 2000  OCTOBER 2002 

 

 
WALLACE FARM (PIONEER FARM), COLUMBIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
Photograph by Christine E. Fonda 

 
SUBMITTED TO 

 
THE HONORABLE GENE CHANDLER 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

THE HONORABLE ARTHUR P. KLEMM, JR. 
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 

 
HER EXCELLENCY, JEANNE SHAHEEN 

GOVERNOR 

November 1, 2002 



NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES 
MATCHING GRANTS PROGRAM 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

BIENNIAL REPORT 
NOVEMBER 2000  OCTOBER 2002 

 
 
 

Historic barns and agricultural structures symbolize the distinctive New Hampshire values 
of heritage, hard work, productivity, and stewardship. They are witnesses to the role of 
agriculture in our state's image and its economy, and they serve as scenic landmarks for 
residents and visitors alike. They are among our most highly valued heritage resources, but 
many can no longer generate sufficient income to prevent their loss by decay or demolition. 
In order to assist the owners who are making an effort to preserve these irreplaceable assets, 
it is hereby declared to be public policy and in the public interest of this state to establish a 
matching grants program consisting of funds from private and public sector grants, gifts, 
and donations for preserving historic agricultural structures in New Hampshire. 
 
RSA 227-C:27, 1999 
 

 
 

he
La
n

 Historic Agricultural Structures Advisory Committee was established by HB 395 (Chapter 285, 
ws of 1999), which became effective as RSA 227-C:27 – 227-C:32 in July, 1999.  The committee first 

met i  October, 1999; because it was not established until the second year of the biennium, its first 
biennial report covered the period October 1999 to November 1, 2000.  This, the committee’s second 
biennial report, covers the period November 1, 2000 to October 31, 2002. 

 T
 
The Advisory Committee has met monthly during the biennium, and subcommittees and task forces have 
had their own additional work sessions.  The committee has focused its efforts on three principal 
concerns:  Education and Outreach, Financial Assistance, and Tax Issues, with notable achievements in 
each area. 
 
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
• Preserving Old Barns:  Preventing the Loss of a Valuable Resource, written by committee member 

John Porter and by Francis Gilman, UNH Agricultural Engineer Emeritus, was published in 
August 2001 by UNH Cooperative Extension, with the assistance of the NH Preservation Alliance 
and the NH Division of Historical Resources (DHR).  This well-illustrated guide outlines the 
history, types and styles of New Hampshire barns, construction techniques, common problems, 
maintenance tips and case studies.  It was presented to the Governor and Executive Council by 
Stephen Taylor, Commission of the Department of Agriculture, Markets, & Food, and Carl Schmidt, 
Chair of the Advisory Committee, at a ceremony in September 2001.  The first edition -- available for 
purchase online and from selected retail locations -- has been popular nationally as well as in New 
Hampshire, and is almost sold out.  Plans for a second edition are being considered. 

• The Department of Cultural Resources’ 2002 “New Hampshire Cultural Calendar” featured 
historic barns and agricultural structures; it was prepared by DHR Director / State Historic 
Preservation Officer Nancy Dutton before her retirement in July 2001. 

• The Advisory Committee has sponsored workshops, presentations, lectures, and exhibits at the 
“NH Farm & Forest Expo” at Manchester in February 2001 and 2002; at the NH Office of State 
Planning annual planning & zoning workshops in April 2001 and 2002; and at the NH Preservation 
Alliance “Old House & Barn Expo” at Manchester in April 2001. 

• The Education and Outreach Task Force has been expanded to include New Hampshire historical 
museums with barns, facilitating new connections for developing agriculturally-oriented museum, 
interpretive, and tourism programs. 

• Advisory Committee members have presented numerous slide lectures, talks, workshops, and 
interviews throughout New Hampshire, to local groups and statewide organizations, about barn 
preservation needs, opportunities, and techniques. 
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH, continued: 
• A voluntary statewide survey of historic farm buildings, initiated in 1999, continues to generate 

broad public interest. Approximately 550 individual survey entries have been returned. Most of the 
forms submitted are supplemented with historic photographs, maps, and personal stories of the 
owners' concerns for their agricultural heritage.   Historical societies in Francestown and Charlestown 
each completed surveys of historic agricultural structures throughout their towns, with Francestown 
reporting on 89 barns and Charlestown 166.  Both included existing barns and some that have 
disappeared.   Other town-wide efforts are underway in Deerfield, Hanover, Lyme, and elsewhere.  
These comprehensive inventories will be useful planning tools as towns implement RSA 79-D, 
the new discretionary preservation easement program for historic agricultural structures 
(see page three). 

• Barn preservation has become a popular subject with the news media.  There has been extensive 
newspaper coverage of barn preservation topics in local, state, and New England news outlets, and 
specialized publications, including The Weekly Market Bulletin. 

• Together, the NH Preservation Alliance and the DHR have developed a mailing list of 2172 Barn 
Advocates, linked through a data base to facilitate special informational announcements and 
mailings. 

• The Advisory Committee is developing a statewide barn preservation network for New 
Hampshire, to be identified by distinctive signs for members’ barns.  The core group will be formed 
from the Barn Advocates. 

• Several Advisory Committee members are also active in the NH Coalition for Sustaining 
Agriculture, strengthening partnerships between agriculture, conservation, and preservation 
activities throughout the state. 

• The NH Preservation Alliance has become a national leader in barn preservation efforts. 
Executive Director Jennifer Goodman organized and chaired a feature session on barns at the annual 
conference of the National Trust for Historic Preservation in 2001, and is working with statewide 
preservation organizations in New England to plan regional barn preservation initiatives.  Back in 
New Hampshire, the Preservation Alliance is developing barn workshops for contractors, barn 
owners, and barn enthusiasts. 

• Both the Preservation Alliance and the DHR have created informative barn preservation web sites, 
which are interlinked with each other and with additional key resources for barn preservation. 

• The growing awareness of the worth of preserving historic barns has increased the numbers of 
businesses and individuals specializing in barn repair and restoration in New Hampshire.  
However, the need for even more experienced contractors and architects with a strong knowledge of 
repair techniques that are sympathetic to these structures’ historical fabric continues to be a pressing 
problem throughout the state and region. 

 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
• The Financial Assistance Task Force is establishing partnerships between the Advisory 

Committee and other interested groups and individuals to seek direct and indirect funding to help 
save historic New Hampshire barns. 

• The NH Preservation Alliance, with the assistance of generous private support, has established 
matching grants to help barn owners obtain professional assessments of the condition and 
prioritized repair needs of their barns.  To date, 275 applications have been submitted, and 50 grants 
have been awarded. 

• The NH Division of Historical Resources allocated a one-time increase in its federal funding 
(for 2001-2003) to provide matching grants for preservation work on  barns listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  Five grants were allocated in the first round, for properties in Bethlehem, 
Columbia, Newington, Newmarket and Rochester.  Seven barns will benefit from a second round 
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, continued: 

of funding.  Francis Gilman, UNH Agricultural Engineer Emeritus (and co-author of Preserving Old 
Barns) is overseeing the grant-assisted preservation work in the field for the DHR. 

• Although the federal matching grants in New Hampshire have generated a tremendous amount of 
public interest, federal guidelines limit these grants to properties already listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, eliminating  many potential applicants.  Federal funding for the next 
two-year budget cycle has not been announced. 

• Because there have been no state appropriations to the Barn Preservation Fund established in 1999 
by RSA 227-C:28, and recognizing the critical and increasing need of matching funds for 
preservation of historic barns that are not listed in the National Register, the Advisory Committee 
has agreed to file legislation for 2003 that would appropriate $50,000. in 2003 and 2004 from the 
General Fund to the Barn Preservation Fund.  This would be augmented by approximately $25,000. 
in each fiscal year from the DHR’s federal funds, if available.  

• Despite the growing popular interest in our agricultural heritage, the larger needs of barn 
preservation in New Hampshire remain unmet.  The Land & Community Heritage Investment 
Program, the Conservation License Plate grants, and federal historic preservation funding for New 
Hampshire  may provide some assistance to public or private owners of historic barns, but each 
program places limits on the types of projects that are eligible for funding .  At present there is no 
state-funded program or service that could help private owners to preserve their historic barns and 
farmstead buildings. 
 

TAX ISSUES 

• In 2002, much of the Advisory Committee’s attention has been focused on HB 522, a tax incentive 
proposal to help save old barns and other historic farm buildings.  The legislation was based on 
recognition that many of New Hampshire's historic farm buildings are being demolished or not 
maintained because of the adverse impact of property taxes.  The bill was approved by the House 
and Senate on voice votes, and signed by Governor Shaheen on May 2, 2002. It became effective on 
July 2, 2002, as Chapter 86, Laws of 2002, RSA 79-D.   

• Property tax reductions for barns and other buildings which subsequently may be placed under 
discretionary preservation easements will become effective starting in tax year 2003.  The new law 
establishes a voluntary program that combines statewide criteria and guidelines with local decision-
making and implementation.  Modeled on the state's existing discretionary easement program 
(RSA 79-C), which encourages preservation of open land, RSA 79-D authorizes local governments to 
accept discretionary preservation easements on agricultural buildings. It authorizes towns to grant 
targeted property tax relief to property owners who can demonstrate the public benefit of preserving 
their barns or other old farm buildings, and who agree to maintain the structures throughout a 10-
year renewable preservation easement.  The governing body of the municipality will decide on 
eligibility, based on statewide guidelines, and on the amount of property tax relief. Preservation 
easements, for a minimum of ten years, will require property owners to maintain the structures while 
the easements are in effect. In return, maintenance or repair of the structures will not result in 
increased assessments during the term of the easement. Compatible with the state's current use 
program, the new law is intended to help address the long-standing issue for many landowners of 
tax treatment for old farm buildings and the land under them. 
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TAX ISSUES, continued: 
• Now that RSA 79-D is in effect, the Advisory Committee is working with the Department of 

Revenue Administration to develop necessary forms and administrative materials.  Committee 
members will be making presentations at a number of regional workshops to familiarize local 
officials, barn owners, and local historical societies, heritage commissions, and historic district 
commissions with the new incentive, and how it will be implemented.  These include the NH 
Municipal Association and NH Farm Bureau annual conferences in November 2002, an informational 
meeting in December 2002 sponsored by the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning 
Commission, the NH Farm & Forest Expo in February 2003, and the Old House & Barn Expo in May 
2003.  Feature articles in New Hampshire publications are also planned. 

 
FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
For the next biennium, the committee has adopted an action plan, establishing task forces on Financial 
Assistance, Tax Issues, and Education and Outreach, with overall goals to: 

• Help preserve barns and other agricultural buildings; 
• Raise awareness of barn preservation issues; 
• Through these programs, strengthen the New Hampshire historic preservation movement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barn grant construction manager, 
Agricultural Engineer Francis Gilman, 
with barn owner Ruby Wallace and 
project manager Robert Young (L to R) at 
the Pioneer Farm barn in Columbia.  
These bright red signs identify the federal 
grant projects in Bethlehem, Columbia, 
Newington, Newmarket and Rochester. 
Photograph by John Porter 

Legislative interest, research results, and public opinion all acknowledge 
that New Hampshire's unique and irreplaceable legacy of historic 
agricultural structures is at risk, and will not survive for the benefit of future 
generations unless decisive action is taken now to arrest deterioration and 
assist owners to preserve their barns and agricultural structures. 
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ROLFE BARN, PENACOOK, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Original acrylic painting by Joanne Robbins 

 

 
This report has been prepared by the NH Division of Historical Resources, on behalf of the Advisory 
Committee for the New Hampshire Historic Structures Matching Grants Program, in accordance with 
the legislative directive at RSA 227-C:29, II.  For more information, please contact: 

 
James McConaha Linda Ray Wilson 
Director, Division of Historical Resources Deputy State Historic 
NH State Historic Preservation Officer Preservation Officer 
NH Division of Historical Resources NH Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street / PO Box 2043 19 Pillsbury Street / PO Box 2043 
Concord NH  03302-2043 Concord NH  03302-2043 
Telephone 603-271-6435 Telephone 603-271-6434 
FAX 603-271-3433 FAX 603-271-3433 
jmcconaha@nhdhr.state.nh.us lwilson@nhdhr.state.nh.us
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APPENDIX I.  ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES MATCHING GRANTS PROGRAM 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

(HB 395  CHAPTER 285, LAWS OF 1999  RSA 227-C:27 -- RSA 227-C:32) 
July 2002 

Abbott E. Rice Active Agriculturist 
NH State Grange Scott Johnson 
28 Sunland Drive farmnfools@aol.com 
Hudson, NH 03051    603-889-5575 101 Range Road 
 Windham NH  03087 Carl W. Schmidt, Chair  NH State Historical Resources Council Active Agriculturist CarlandRika@valley.net James Mason PO Box C / Main Street sheep@together.net Orford NH 03777    603-353-9307 North Road  West Franklin NH  03235    603-934-2738 John E. Pike, Dean and Director  UNH Cooperative Extension 

Stephen H. Taylor, Commissioner John.Pike@unh.edu 
NH Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food 59 College Road, Taylor Hall UNH 
staylor@agr.state.nh.us Durham, NH 03824    603-862-1520 
State House Annex, Room 221 / 25 Capitol Street  

John Porter, UNH Coop Extension Designee Box 2042 
Dairy Specialist Concord NH  03302-2042    603-271-3551 
UNH Cooperative Extension  
john.porter@unh.edu Van McLeod, Commissioner 315 Daniel Webster Highway NH Department of Cultural Resources Boscawen NH  03303  603-225-5505 / 603-796-2151 vmcleod@library.state.nh.us  20 Park Street Bruce Clement, Program Leader for Agriculture Concord NH  03301-6314    603-271-2540 UNH Cooperative Extension  bruce.clement@unh.edu George M. Bald, Commissioner 59 College Road, Taylor Hall UNH 

NH Department. of Resources & Economic Development Durham, NH 03824    603-862-2033 
g_bald@dred.state.nh.us 800 Park Avenue 
172 Pembroke Road / PO Box 1856 Keene NH 03431-1513 
Concord NH  03302-1856    603-271-2411 ------ ----- 
 Rep. Martha Fuller Clark Lori "Lily" Harnois, DRED Designee Mfclark@aol.com 
International Specialist 152 Middle Street 
NH Division of Travel and Tourism Portsmouth NH  03801    603-431-6626 
NH Department of Resources & Economic Development  
lharnois@dred.state.nh.us Rep. George Musler, Chair 
172 Pembroke Road / PO Box 1856 georm@nhoem.state.nh.us 

House Environment & Agriculture Committee Concord NH  03302-1856    603-271-2665 
449 Route 9  
Barrington NH  03825-3410    603-664-2877 James McConaha, Director, Division of Historical Resources / 

NH State Historic Preservation Officer  
Rep. O. Alan Thulander NH Division of Historical Resources alan@vikingltd.mv.comjmcconaha@nhdhr.state.nh.us PO Box 240 19 Pillsbury Street / PO Box 2043 Francestown NH  03043-0240    603-547-3469 Concord NH  03302-2043    603-271-6435 

------ -----  
Jennifer Goodman, Executive Director Linda Ray Wilson, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
NH Preservation Alliance NH Division of Historical Resources jg@nhpreservation.org lwilson@nhdhr.state.nh.us PO Box 268 19 Pillsbury Street / PO Box 2043 Concord NH  03302-0268    603-224-2281 Concord NH  03302-2043    603-271-6434   Elizabeth H. Muzzey Rob Johnson, Executive Director NH State Survey Coordinator NH Farm Bureau Federation NH Division of Historical Resources ROBJ@nhfarmbureau.org emuzzey@nhdhr.state.nh.us 

295 Sheep Davis Road 19 Pillsbury Street / PO Box 2043 
Concord NH  03301    603-224-1934 Concord NH  03302-2043    603-271-8850 
 ------ ----- 
Joanna Pellerin, Coordinator  Liaison to NH Farm Service Agency NH State Conservation Committee Robb R. Thomson, State Executive Director jjpscc@ttlc.net USDA/NH Farm Service Agency 
175 High Street robb.thomson@nh.usda.gov 
Exeter NH 03833    603-679-2790  22 Bridge Street / 4th Floor  
 Concord NH 03301-4987    603-225-1435 
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APPENDIX II.  ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN FOR 2003 

 
Action Plan, 2002-2003 

Adopted September 23, 2002 
 

Overall Goals 
 Help preserve historic barns and other agricultural buildings. 
 Raise awareness of barn preservation issues. 
 Through these programs, strengthen New Hampshire historic preservation movement. 
 
Action Plan 

A) Financial Assistance Task Force
1. Fund and launch NH program of matching rehabilitation grants. 
2. Encourage extension of federal National Register grant program and funding 

of National Historic Barn Preservation Program. 
3. Continue efforts on insurance costs and possible low-interest loan program. 

 
B) Tax Issues Tax Force

1. Promote understanding and use of new tax incentive mechanism  
(RSA 79-D). 

2. Establish new uniform standard for assessment of historic farm structures. 
 
C) Education and Outreach Task Force 

1. Technical Assistance 
a) Promote sales of Preserving Old Barns. 
b) Encourage continued use of NH Preservation Alliance mini-grant 

program. 
c) Support workshops for contractors and barn owners. 
 

2. Documentation and Recognition 
a) Encourage completion of survey forms, individual and town-wide. 
b) Develop commemorative barn sign/marker program in conjunction with 

creation of historic barn network. 
c) Identify ways to recognize notable examples and historic agricultural 

operations. 
 

3. Public Information and Awareness 
a) Events: New Hampshire Municipal Association Annual Meeting; New 

Hampshire Farm and Forest Expo; Old House and Barn Expo. 
b) In partnership with UNH Cooperative Extension, implement statewide 

public education program. 
c) Encourage development of programs/exhibits at New Hampshire Farm 

Museum, Canterbury and Enfield Shaker Villages, Remick Museum & 
Farm; others. 

d) Encourage media coverage. 
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APPENDIX III.  2002 LEGISLATION (HB 522, RSA 79-D) 

 
CHAPTER 86 
HB 522-LOCAL - FINAL VERSION 
7june01...1267h  
4/10/02 3202s 
2002 SESSION 
01-0897 
08/09 
 
HOUSE BILL 522-LOCAL 
AN ACT establishing discretionary preservation easements for preserving historic agricultural structures, 
and changing the disposition of unused interest from the land conservation investment program. 
SPONSORS: Rep. Babson, Carr 5; Rep. Thulander, Hills 6; Rep. M. Fuller Clark, Rock 36; Rep. J. Bradley, 
Carr 8; Rep. Melcher, Hills 11; Sen. Gordon, Dist 2; Sen. Johnson, Dist 3; Sen. Fernald, Dist 11. 
COMMITTEE: Municipal and County Government 
 

AMENDED ANALYSIS 
This bill allows a property owner to convey a discretionary preservation easement of an historic 
agricultural structure which provides one or more demonstrated public benefits to the municipality in 
which the structure is located. The bill contains special taxation provisions for historic agricultural 
structures subject to a discretionary preservation easement. 
This bill also changes the disposition of unused interest from the land conservation investment program. 
 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Two 

AN ACT establishing discretionary preservation easements for preserving historic agricultural structures, 
and changing the disposition of unused interest from the land conservation investment program. 
 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened: 
 

86:1 New Chapter; Discretionary Preservation Easements. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 79-C the 
following new chapter: 
 

CHAPTER 79-D 
DISCRETIONARY PRESERVATION EASEMENTS 

 
79-D:1 Declaration of Public Interest. It is hereby declared to be in the public interest to encourage the 
preservation of historic agricultural structures which are potentially subject to decay or demolition, thus 
maintaining the historic rural character of the state's landscape, sustaining agricultural traditions, and 
providing an attractive scenic environment for work and recreation of the state's citizens and visitors. It is 
further declared to be in the public interest to prevent the loss of historic agricultural structures due to 
property taxation at values incompatible with their preservation. The means for encouraging 
preservation of historic agricultural structures authorized by this chapter is the acquisition of 
discretionary preservation easements by town or city governments to assure preservation of such 
structures which provide a demonstrated public benefit. 
 
79-D:2 Definitions. In this chapter: 
I. "Discretionary preservation easement" means a preservation easement of an historic agricultural 
structure, including the land necessary for the function of the building, granted to a city or town for a 
term of 10 or more years. 
II. "Public benefit" shall have the meaning described in RSA 79-D:3, II. 
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III. "Historic agricultural structure" means a barn or other structure, including the land necessary for the 
function of the building, currently or formerly used for agricultural purposes and as further defined by 
the advisory committee established under RSA 227-C:29. 
 
79-D:3 Qualifying Structures. 
I. Any owner of an historic agricultural structure who wishes to maintain the structure in a use consistent 
with the purposes of this chapter may apply to the governing body of the municipality in which the 
property is located to convey a discretionary preservation easement to the municipality. 
II. A discretionary preservation easement shall be considered to provide a demonstrated public benefit if 
it provides at least one of the following public benefits. 
(a) There is scenic enjoyment of the structure by the general public from a public way or from public 
waters. 
(b) The structure is historically important on a local, regional, state, or national level, either 
independently or within an historic district. 
(c) The structure's physical or aesthetic features contribute to the historic or cultural integrity of a 
property listed on or determined eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, state 
register of historic places, or locally designated historic district. 
III. In determining whether an historic agricultural structure demonstrates the necessary public benefit to 
qualify for a discretionary preservation easement, the governing body shall have reference to guidelines 
adopted by the advisory committee established under RSA 227-C:29.  
 
79-D:4 Application Procedure. 
I. Any owner of an historic agricultural structure which meets the tests of public benefit in RSA 79-D:3, II 
may apply to the governing body to grant a discretionary preservation easement to the municipality, 
agreeing to maintain the structure in keeping with its historic integrity and character during the term of 
the easement. 
II. No owner of an historic agricultural structure shall be entitled to have a particular structure classified 
for any tax year under the provisions of this chapter unless the owner has applied to the governing body 
on or before April 15 of the tax year on a form provided by the commissioner of the department of 
revenue administration. Such application shall include a map showing the location of the structure to be 
subject to the discretionary preservation easement, and a description of how the property meets the tests 
of public benefit in RSA 79-D:3. 
 
79-D:5 Approval, Denial. 
I. If, after a duly noticed public hearing, the governing body finds that the proposed preservation of such 
historic agricultural structure is consistent with the purposes of this chapter, it may take steps to acquire a 
discretionary preservation easement as provided in this chapter. In exercising its discretion, the local 
governing body may weigh the public benefit to be obtained versus the tax revenue to be lost if such an 
easement is granted. The governing body shall have no more than 60 days to act upon the application. 
II. If the governing body denies the application to grant a discretionary preservation easement to the 
municipality, such denial shall be accompanied by a written explanation. The local governing body's 
decision may be appealed by using the procedures of either RSA 79-A:9 or 79-A:11 provided, however, 
that such denial shall be deemed discretionary and shall not be set aside by the board of tax and land 
appeals or the superior court except for bad faith, discrimination, or the application of criteria other than 
those set forth in RSA 79-D:3 and paragraph I of this section. 
III. The easement shall be a burden upon the property and shall bind all transferees and assignees of such 
property. An easement granted pursuant to this subdivision shall not be assigned, transferred, or released 
by the municipality without the consent of the owner, except as provided in RSA 79-D:8. 
 
79-D:6 Terms; Recording. Any preservation easement acquired by the municipality pursuant to this 
chapter shall be for a minimum of 10 years. The easement terms shall include the method of assessment 
pursuant to RSA 79-D:7, the terms of expiration pursuant to RSA 79-D:8, II, and the terms of renewal 

-- Page 9 -- 



NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES 
MATCHING GRANTS PROGRAM 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

BIENNIAL REPORT 
NOVEMBER 2000  OCTOBER 2002 

 
pursuant to RSA 79-D:8, III. The local governing body shall provide for the recording of such easements 
with the register of deeds. Any costs of recording shall be the responsibility of the applicant. 
 
79-D:7 Assessment of Property Subject to Discretionary Preservation Easement.  
I. The method of assessment of discretionary preservation easement structures shall be included as a term 
of the agreement in any discretionary preservation easement acquired by a municipality. Assessment 
shall fall within a range, one end of which shall be 75 percent of the full value assessment; the other end 
of the range shall be 25 percent of said full value assessment. 
II. The local governing body shall have the discretion to set the value of the discretionary preservation 
easement at a level within this range which it believes reflects the public benefit conferred by the 
property under the criteria set forth in RSA 79-D:3, II. The assessment shall not be increased because the 
owner undertakes maintenance and repairs designed to preserve the structure. 
 
79-D:8 Release of Easement, Expiration, Renewal, Consideration. 
I. Any property owner who has granted a discretionary preservation easement to a municipality pursuant 
to the terms of this chapter, after the effective date of this chapter, may apply to the local governing body 
of the municipality in which the property subject to a discretionary preservation easement is located for a 
release from such easement upon a demonstration of extreme personal hardship. Upon release from such 
easement, a property owner shall pay the following consideration to the tax collector of the municipality: 
(a) For a release within the first half of the duration of the easement, 20 percent of the full value 
assessment of such structure and land under RSA 75:1. 
(b) For a release within the second half of the duration of the easement, 15 percent of the full value 
assessment of such structure and land under RSA 75:1. 
II. The terms of agreement may include specification of an amount, if any, up to 10 percent of fair market 
value, to be paid upon final expiration of the terms of the discretionary preservation easement or 
renewed discretionary preservation easement. 
III. Upon the expiration of the terms of the discretionary easement, the owner may apply for a renewal, 
and the owner and local governing body shall have the same rights and duties with respect to the 
renewal application as they did with respect to the original application; provided, however, that at the 
time of the original granting of the discretionary preservation easement, the parties may include, as a 
term of the agreement, a provision for automatic renewal for the same term as the original. Such a 
provision may include the specification of the manner in which the tax assessment on the property for the 
next term is to be determined at the time of renewal. 
IV. The tax collector shall issue a receipt to the owner of such property and a copy to the local governing 
body for the sums paid. The local governing body shall, upon receiving a copy of the above-mentioned 
consideration, execute a release or renewal of the easement to the owner who shall record such a release 
or renewal. A copy of such release or renewal shall also be sent to the local assessing officials if they are 
not the same parties executing the release or renewal. 
V. In the event that the structure is destroyed by fire, storm, or other unforeseen circumstance not within 
the control of the property owner, the preservation easement shall be released without penalty. 
VI. If, during the term of the preservation easement, the owner shall fail to maintain the structure in 
conformity with the agreement, or shall cause the structure(s) to significantly deteriorate or be 
demolished or removed, the preservation easement shall be terminated and a penalty assessed in 
accordance with RSA 79-D:8, I(a) and (b). 
 
79-D:9 Payment; Collection. 
I. If a consideration is due under RSA 79-D:8, I or II, the assessed value shall be determined as of the 
actual date of the release or expiration. Any consideration is in addition to the annual real estate tax 
imposed upon the property, and shall be due and payable upon the release or expiration. 
II. Any consideration shall be due and payable by the owner at the time of release or expiration to the 
municipality in which the property is located. If the property is located in an unincorporated town or 
unorganized place, the tax shall be due and payable by the owner at the time of release or expiration to 
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the county in which the property is located. Moneys paid to a county under this chapter shall be used to 
pay for the cost of services provided in RSA 28:7-a and RSA 28-7:b. Any consideration shall be due and 
payable according to the following procedure: 
(a) The commissioner shall prescribe and issue forms to the local assessing officials for the consideration 
due, which shall provide a description of the property, the discretionary preservation easement, the full 
value assessment under RSA 75:1, and the amount payable.  
(b) The prescribed form shall be prepared in quadruplicate. The original, duplicate, and triplicate copy of 
the form shall be given to the collector of taxes for collection of the consideration along with a special tax 
warrant authorizing the collector to collect the consideration under the warrant. The quadruplicate copy 
of the form shall be retained by the local assessing officials for their records. 
(c) Upon receipt of the special tax warrant and prescribed forms, the tax collector shall mail the duplicate 
copy of the tax bill to the owner responsible for the tax as the notice of tax. Such bill shall be mailed 
within 12 months of the release or expiration. 
(d) Payment of the consideration shall be due not later than 30 days after the mailing of the bill. Interest at 
the rate of 18 percent per annum shall be due thereafter on any consideration not paid within the 30-day 
period. 
 
79-D:10 Exemption for Eminent Domain. If any of the property which is subject to a discretionary 
preservation easement is condemned by any governmental agency or is acquired through eminent 
domain proceedings, the local governing body shall execute a release of the easement to the owner. None 
of the liquidated consideration provisions of RSA 79-D:8, I and II shall be applicable to releases granted 
pursuant to this section. 
 
79-D:11 Local Preservation Easement Programs. This chapter shall not be construed to limit the 
development of any other state, county, town, or city easement program for preservation, conservation, 
or other purposes. 
 
79-D:12 Lien for Unpaid Taxes. The real estate of every person shall be held for the taxes levied pursuant 
to RSA 79-D:8. 
 
79-D:13 Enforcement. All taxes levied pursuant to RSA 79-D:8 which are not paid when due shall be 
collected in the same manner as provided in RSA 80:1 - 80:42. 
 
79-D:14 Rulemaking.  
I. The commissioner of the department of revenue administration shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-
A, relative to: 
(a) The application procedures under RSA 79-D:4. 
(b) The payment and collection procedures under RSA 79-D:9. 
II. The commissioner of the department of cultural resources shall adopt such rules as may be applicable 
under the authority of RSA 227-C:5. 
 
86:2 Land Conservation Investment Program; Monitoring Endowment. Amend RSA 162-C:8, III to read as 
follows: 
III. Any interest earned on the endowment principal which is not used for the purposes set forth in this 
subdivision and RSA 227-M:12 within the fiscal year in which it is earned shall be [added to the principal 
amount] nonlapsing. The state treasurer is authorized to accept gifts, donations, and grants, including 
federal gifts, donations, and grants, for the purposes set forth in this chapter, and such gifts, donations 
and grants shall be added to the principal amount. 
 
86:3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage. 
 
(Approved: May 3, 2002) (Effective Date: July 2, 2002) 
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APPENDIX IV.  NH PRESERVATION ALLIANCE “BARN PRESERVATION” WEB SITE 

 

Barn Preservation Resources 
Financial and Technical Assistance: 

• Historic Barns Workshop , Saturday, November 9, 2002. For barnowners, contractors and barn 
lovers. 

• The Historic Barn Assessment Grant Program provides matching funds for an expert in the field 
of barn restoration to comprehensively assess a barn's needs and issue an in-depth report. 
Competitive matching grants are available on a rolling basis. Contact the Preservation Alliance 
for an application.  

• Matching Rehabilitation Grants for barns and other agricultural buildings that are listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Visit the NH Division of Historical Resources or call (603) 
271-3483. 

• Tax Incentives in a new NH state law (RSA 79-D) create a mechanism to encourage the 
preservation of old New Hampshire barns and other historic agricultural buildings. 

• A new how-to publication, Preserving Old Barns: Preventing the Loss of a Valuable Resource, is 
available from the Preservation Alliance for $15 plus shipping and handling. This well-illustrated 
62-page guide by John Porter and Francis Gilman outlines barn construction styles, common 
problems, maintenance tips and case studies. 

• A list of contractors that we have worked with on barn projects is also available.  
• More Tools for Preserving Barns available from the NH Division of Historical Resources. 

How You Can Help: 
• Complete a simple survey of your barn and others if you can. An all-volunteer effort is 

underway to help us establish a clearer record of barns and other agricultural structures across 
the state. Copies are available from the Preservation Alliance and the NH Division of Historical 
Resources. 

• Join the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance. Your membership will not only help support 
our advocacy efforts, but will bring you our newsletter, notices of future "how-to" workshops, 
and invitations to our trips and tours.  

 
Copyright © 2002 New Hampshire Preservation Alliance 
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APPENDIX V.  NH PRESERVATION ALLIANCE 

“HISTORIC BARN ASSESSMENT GRANT PROGRAM” WEB SITE 
 

Historic Barn Assessment Grant Program 
 

 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Historic Barn Assessment Grant Program sponsored by the New 
Hampshire Preservation Alliance in conjunction with the Division of Historical Resources, and the NH 
Historic Agricultural Structures Advisory Committee. The intent of these $500 competitive matching grants is 
to help save our state's fast disappearing agricultural heritage, by offering support for professional 
consultations to help barn owners stabilize, repair or re-use these irreplaceable historic structures. 
 
Formal grant rounds are over. We are now reviewing applications on a rolling basis. Contact the 
Preservation Alliance at 603-224-2281 or admin@nhpreservation.org for an application or more information. 
 
The Historic Barn Assessment Grant Program provides matching funds for an expert in the field of barn 
restoration to comprehensively assess your structure's needs, and issue you an in-depth report. This 
assessment can help address immediate stabilization issues, general care and up-keep, re-use strategies, 
budgeting and a long-term revitalization plan depending on your needs. 
The grants are offered on a competitive basis to barn owners, and community leaders involved in saving or 
re-using barns in non-profit or municipal ownership. The grants are limited to barns and other agricultural 
outbuildings, with the emphasis on barns. Additional consideration will be given to barns still in agricultural 
use. The structure must be within New Hampshire, and at least fifty years of age or older, or of exceptional 
significance. Other criteria for grant selection includes: 
 
 historical and architectural significance of the structure 
 threat to the structure's existence 
 current and prospective uses of the building 
 visibility of the structure to the community 
 community support for the preservation of the structure 
 the viability of the structure 

 
The New Hampshire Preservation Alliance, the state's non-profit historic preservation group, is dedicated to 
the preservation of historic buildings, communities and landscapes through leadership, education and 
advocacy. Generous funding for the Historic Barn Grant Program comes from the Samuel P. Pardoe 
Foundation, the Mosaic Fund and anonymous donors. 
 

Barn Preservation Resources
Copyright © 2002 New Hampshire Preservation Alliance 
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APPENDIX VI.  NH DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES 

“TOOLS FOR PRESERVING BARNS” WEB SITE 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES 
State of New Hampshire, Department of Cultural Resources 603-271-3483 or 271-3558
19 Pillsbury Street, Box 2043, Concord, NH 03301-2043 FAX 603-271-3433
Voice/TDD RELAY ACCESS 1-800-735-2964 preservation@nhdhr.state.nh.us
 

TOOLS FOR PRESERVING BARNS  
"Historic barns and agricultural structures symbolize the distinctive New Hampshire values of heritage, hard work, productivity 

and stewardship. They are witnesses to the role of agriculture in our state's image and its economy, and they serve as scenic 
landmarks for residents and visitors alike."  

-- New Hampshire RSA 227-C:27, 1999 
Recognition  
 
The National Register of Historic Places - NH Division of Historical Resources (NHDHR), 603/271-3483, 
http://www.state.nh.us/nhdhr/natreg.html.  
The New Hampshire State Register of Historic Places - NHDHR, 603/271-3483, http://www.state.nh.us/nhdhr/.  
The New Hampshire Barn Survey Project -- NHDHR, 603/271-3483, http://www.state.nh.us/nhdhr/.  
Farms of Distinction - NH Dept. of Agriculture, 603/271-3551, http://www.state.nh.us/agric/rural.html#fa.  
 
Grant Programs and Tax Incentives  
 
Historic Preservation Fund Grants - matching construction grants for barns and other agricultural structures listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places, NHDHR, 603/271-3483.  
Barn Assessment Grants - planning grants prior to rehabilitation projects, New Hampshire Preservation Alliance, 
603/224-2281, http://www.nhpreservation.org.  
Land and Community Heritage Investment Program - for municipalities and non-profits, grants for preserving 
natural, cultural and historic resources, 603/224-4113, http://www.lchip.org/.  
Property Tax Incentives - property tax relief for owners of historic New Hampshire barns and other agricultural 
buildings. For more information, visit the NH Preservation Alliance web site at 
http://www.mv.com/ipusers/nhpreservation/barntaxbreak.html, or call NHDHR at 603/271-3483.  
Grant information coming soon! 
Conservation License Plate Program - for publicly-owned properties, grants for preservation and conservation 
projects.  
Preservation Tax Credits - 20% federal income tax credit for the rehabilitation of income-producing structures on the 
National Register of Historic Places, NHDHR, 603/271-3483, http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/tax.  
 
Other Resources  
 
Preserving Old Barns: Preventing the Loss of a Valuable Resource, by John C. Porter and Francis E. Gilman. Available 
Summer 2001 through Cooperative Extension and NHDHR.  
The Preservation of Historic Barns, by Michael J. Auer, Preservation Brief 20 from the National Park Service. 
A summary of historic barn types nationwide and technical advice for their maintenance.  
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Conserving the Family Farm - A manual using plain language on conservation easements and agricultural 
provisions, produced by the NH Coalition for Sustaining Agriculture and UNH Cooperative Extension,  
(603) 679-5616.  
NH Stories Inc. - promoting the people, products and services of New Hampshire, 888/647-8674, 
http://www.nhstories.org/.  
Scenic and Cultural Byways - increasing direct marketing opportunities, Office of State Planning, 603/271-2155, 
http://www.state.nh.us/osp/scenicbyways.htm.  
Preservation and Agricultural Easements - please contact the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance for more 
information on easements, 603/224-2281, http://www.nhpreservation.org.  
National Barn Alliance and Barn Again! - national clearinghouse for information, awards and grants, Ohio State 
Dept. of Agriculture, 614/292-6131, http://www.agriculture.com/ba/ba!home.html.  
American Farmland Trust - online library, research, technical and policy assistance for saving family farms and 
farmland, http://www.farmland.org.  
 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources  
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APPENDIX VII.  UNH COOPERATIVE EXTENSION ONLINE ORDER FORM FOR 

PRESERVING OLD BARNS 
 
For more information, contact: 
Holly Young holly.young@unh.edu 
603-862-1564

Preserving Old Barns 
Preventing the Loss of a Valuable Resource 
 
DURHAM – Ever wonder about the history of the many 
barns along New Hampshire’s scenic byways? Or how 
you might restore the barn sitting in your backyard? 

A unique resource on preserving old barns is now 
available in a new, illustrated book featuring many of 
New Hampshire’s historic and scenic barns. 

You will find “Preserving Old Barns” not only offers a 
history of New England agriculture through the evolution 
of barns, it also deals with structural renovation of 
deteriorating farm buildings. 

This book will help barn owners assess the structural 
integrity of old farm buildings, as well as provide 
instructions for some basic repairs. 

 

Authors John Porter, a UNH Cooperative Extension dairy specialist, and Francis 
Gilman, retired agricultural engineer specialist with UNH Cooperative Extension, have 
spent their careers with farmers around New England helping them update and retrofit 
barns and have applied this knowledge to the renovation of old barns. Together they 
have more than 50 years of field experience working with agricultural producers. 

“Preserving Old Barns” is a fully illustrated book. Photos and sketches on every 
page provide clear examples of the concepts presented. A special colored section 
showcases more than a dozen beautifully restored barns. The appendix has an 
extensive bibliography of information pertinent to barn repair. 

While the book may deal primarily with New Hampshire barns, the concepts can 
be applied to any agricultural structure. This publication adds to a growing initiative 
across New Hampshire to preserve historic agricultural buildings. Led by the NH 
Historic Agricultural Structures Advisory Committee, the NH Division of Historical 
Resources and the NH Preservation Alliance, other projects include a state-wide survey 
of agricultural structures, grant programs for assessments and rehabilitation, and a 
proposed property tax incentive. 

To order your copy, fill in the order form below with a check for $19.95, payable to 
UNH Cooperative Extension, and mail to: UNH Cooperative Extension Publications 
Center, Nesmith Hall, Durham, NH 03824. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City/Town: ____________________________________________________ State _______ Zip Code _____________ 
Phone number: __________________________________ (Home) ____________________________________(Work) 

Please send __copies of “Preserving Old Barns” at $19.95 each ($15 for the book and $4.95 shipping & handling) 

Please make check payable to UNH Cooperative Extension and mail to: 
UNH Cooperative Extension Publications Center 

16 Nesmith Hall 
131 Main Street 

Durham, NH 03824 

UNH Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 
UNH, US Dept. of Agriculture and NH counties cooperating. 
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