
HAVE YOU CHECKED YOUR VEHICLE TODAY

This Could Be You



When you rent a car, you should become familiar with 
all aspects of the vehicle before you leave the lot. Here 
are 10 things to check before you drive off: (Allstate)

1.  Start the Car
2.  Turn on the Air Conditioning or Heat
3.  Look in the Glove Compartment
4.  Check the Gas Gauge
5.  Familiarize Yourself with Safety Features
6.  Inspect the Exterior
7.  Pop the Trunk
8.  Try Out the Lights
9.  Adjust the Seat and Mirrors
10. Investigate Entertainment and Navigation Systems

Do you perform a walk around?
Do you take a Before and After picture?

Outside the Vehicle

•Inspect the headlights, windshield, side and rear windows, turn 
signals, brake lights and taillights. 
•Visually inspect your tires for obvious signs of a problem and 
notice which direction the front wheels are pointed. 
•Check under the vehicle for fluid leaks.
•Check roof and car body for damages.



Rental Damage Evaluator Card





Tire Wear Bars        

It's important that the tires on your vehicle have 
adequate tread depth so they can maintain grip on 
the road in a variety of conditions. Using tires that 
still have enough tread is so important that tires 
are required to have tire wear bars-also called tire 
wear indicators or just wear bars-to make it easy 
for you to know if your tires need to be replaced 
just by looking at the tread.

How Wear Bars Act as a Tread Wear Indicator
Tread depth is measured in 32nds of an inch. A typical tire 
starts out with a tread depth of around 10/32″. If a tire's tread 
is worn down to 2/32″, it could put you in a dangerous 
situation and must be replaced immediately. In fact, 2/32″ is 
the legal minimum tread depth in most states and any tires 
worn more than that are illegal. Because of this, Federal 
Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) require that tires 
be manufactured with tire wear bars. Most tires have at least 
six or more tread wear bars.







You should get 
into the habit 
of checking 
your tires 

before driving.  

What are your Tires telling You?



Poor Tires
What Are the RISK!

• Compromises braking and traction
• Loss of traction
• Leads to unsafe driving
• Reduces steering response
• Compromises braking and traction
• Leads to unsafe driving
• Reduces tire life
• Reduces tire life by 15 per cent or 

more
• Decreases fuel economy by as 

much as 15 per cent because 
underinflated tires make your 
engine work harder



Somewhere on the sidewall of your tire, just below the big, 
bold letters of the manufacturer, for example, you might have 
noticed the words ‘Max. Press. 35 PSI.’ That number tells you 
the maximum cold pressure needed for your tire to carry its 
maximum load.

Along with its size codes and performance grades, your tire sidewall also displays the tire’s maximum load limit 
and inflation pressure. You’ll see these specs explicitly called out:

The maximum load capacity, like the 
load index, identifies your tire’s load 
carrying capacity when inflated to its 
maximum air pressure.

The maximum air pressure represents 
the tire’s maximum operating inflation 
pressure. 

Where is my Tire Information

https://info.kaltire.com/how-to-read-tire-code/


P225/60R16 97T – (Passenger Example) Size marking and service 
description (load index and speed symbol) for a P-Metric speed-
rated passenger tire.

LT245/75R16 120/116Q Load Range E – (Light Truck Example) 
Size marking, service description (load index and speed symbol) 
and load range for a metric light truck tire. The load range 
identifies the tire's load and inflation limits
Max Load 730 kg (1609 lbs) and 240 kPa (35 psi) Max Pressure 
Cold 

DOT MA L9 ABCD 0309The last four digits are numbers 
identifying the week and year of manufacture (Example: "0309" 
means third week of the year 2009.) If a tire DOT ends in only 
three (3) digits, the tire was manufactured before January 2000 
and should be removed from service and be scrapped because it is 
over 10 years old.

Plies/Fabric Information - The ply/fabric information identifies the 
number of plies and type of cord materials in the tire tread and sidewall 
areas.
Radial - A tire with a radial construction must show the word “RADIAL” 
on the sidewall. A radial tire is also indicated by the character “R” in the 
size designation.





QUICK TIRE DEPTH TEST



What are you going to do?
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