FOREST PEST ADVISORY GROUP: PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES
PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Forest Pest Advisory Group is to provide a forum for public agencies and private organizations to discuss forest pest problems that impact New Hampshire, and to make recommendations relative to forest pests to the Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture, the Commissioner of the Department of Resources and Economic Development, and the State Forester.

OBJECTIVES:  

1.) Share information and strategies on forest pests.

2.) Develop action plans to address New Hampshire forest pest problems.

3.) Distribute information to the general public on forest pests.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
One representative from NH Department of Resources and Economic Development, Division of Forests and Lands,

One representative from NH Department of Agriculture, Division of Plant Health, Markets and Foods,

One representative from NH Cooperative Extension,

One representative from USDA Forest Service,

One representative from NH Audubon Society, and

One representative from Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests.

HISTORY:  [Excerpt from first meeting] The Forest Pest Advisory Group organized in October 1987.  Creation of the Group provides New Hampshire with a clearinghouse to discuss, inform, explore, and develop possible action plans to deal with forest pest problems.  The Division of Forests and Lands initiated it as an informal association for persons, groups and agencies concerned about forest pest problems to discuss their many ramifications throughout the state.

At the groups first meeting, John E. Sargent, Director, Division of Forests and Lands welcomed the group and added his support to its goals.  Others in attendance included Melvin Weiss, USDA Forest Service; Siegfried Thewke, State Entomologist; Robert Nelson, Chief, Forest Protection; Alfred Avery, Forest Entomologist; Craig Batley, NHDA; Dennis Souto, USDA Forest Service; and Ben Lyons, Division of Forests and Lands.

An immediate concern of the group is the development of protocol for inter-agency action governing future aerial forest pest suppression projects.  Greater refinement of each state agency's role in technical, educational and informational activities can be in place before the need to mobilize is upon us again.

A fictitious gypsy moth outbreak encompassing an area containing recreational, camping, timber, compact housing, estate development, and watershed land uses is being used as a test subject to develop the aerial suppression work plan.

To announce the formation of the Forest Pest Advisory group and provide timely information, we present a newsletter.  The focus of our first issue revolves around the gypsy moth. 
