
2021 Warden/Deputy 
Warden Training

Administrative Updates



News From HQ

 Staff Changes

 Rangers Blanchard and Smith 
have completed their field 
training & LE certification and 
are in the field covering districts

 In June of 2020 we had Captain 
Nowell, Captain Accardi and 
Ranger Huter retire

 These positions are currently 
unbudgeted due to reductions 
the department needed to make 
for COVID-19

 We are hopeful that 2 of the 
positions will be funded in the 
next budget cycle



Fire Tower Improvements

Oak Hill

Kearsarge

2019/2020
Milan Hill

 Repairs & Cab Replacements 
Complete on Oak Hill (2019) and 
Kearsarge (2019) and Milan Hill (2020)



Website Information

 www.nh.gov/nhdfl

 To get to the WARDEN’S CORNER…

1. Click “Community” at the top
2. Click “Fire Warden Information”

New Address



 From here you can
get to

 Fire Prevention

 Community 
Programs

 Training

 Forms

 Daily Fire Danger

Website Information

https://www.nh.gov/nhdfl/community/fire-warden-information/index.htm


 Forms & Other Info.

 This page has many 
resources for Wardens

 Current Rate Sheets

 Fire Billing Process

 Injury Forms

 Appointment Forms

 Request for FEPP 
equipment

 And much more…

Website Information

https://www.nh.gov/nhdfl/community/fire-warden-information/warden-forms-and-information.htm


New Warden Services Bill

https://www.nh.gov/nhdfl/community/fire-warden-information/warden-forms-and-information.htm


New Warden Services Bill



New Warden Services Bill



New Warden Services Bill



New Warden Services Bill



New Warden Services Bill



 Any questions on 
fire billing or the 
fire billing video?

 Enter them into 
the “Chat” 
function and we 
will answer them 
as we continue

Fire Billing Questions?

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6xOrq9Q7D6dO6h5lPZJfxw/videos


Town Tool Program

 FEDMALL is the source for 

wildland fire equipment

 Program administered at 

DNCR warehouse at Bear 

Brook State Park

 Any town/city or individual 

can purchase wildland fire  

tools and PPE



To place an order:

 Obtain order form from 
your Forest Ranger or 
Concord office or download
from website

 Please type or print legibly

 Billing address required

 Contact information 
required for questions 
about order

 Send form via email to your 
Forest Ranger

 Prices subject to change

Town Tool Program

https://www.nh.gov/nhdfl/community/fire-warden-information/warden-forms-and-information.htm


 35 communities were allocated $49,061.18

 Grants by County:

Belknap -4 Hillsborough - 5 Carroll – 4           
Merrimack - 6 Cheshire - 3 Rockingham – 4
Coos – 1 Strafford – 4 Grafton - 3
Sullivan - 1

 Examples of projects awarded:

 Wick 100-4hp pump with suction hose, foot-valve, strainer

 2 GPS map garmins, 2 GPS holders, 3 chainsaws, 1 first aide backpack, 2 
2.5 x 10 suctions, 2 smoke chaser  pro backpacks

 5 fire shelters, 5 fireline packs

 15 wildland shirts, 15 hard hats

Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant (VFA)
2019



 29 communities were allocated $39,799.97

 Grants by County:

Belknap -1 Hillsborough - 3 Carroll – 1           
Merrimack - 3 Cheshire - 3 Rockingham – 4
Coos – 2 Strafford – 2 Grafton - 5                
Sullivan - 1

 Examples of projects awarded:

 10 lengths of forestry hose and 2 hose bags

 20 fireline packs, 20 headlamps, 15 hard hats, 1 foam nozzle, 4 hose 
clamps

 2 backpack leaf blowers

 19 wildland shirts, 19 hard hats, 19 gloves, 7 backpack pumps

Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant (VFA)
2020



FEPP & FFP Program



The USDA Forest Service retains ownership of 

FEPP property

Following 1 year of being in service: 
ownership of FFP will be with the fire 
department that takes possession of the 
property (depending on the terms in the 
Cooperative Agreement).

The BIG difference 
between FEPP & FFP…



Contacts

VACANT

Firefighter Property 
Coordinator

Forest Protection 
Bureau

172 Pembroke Road

Concord NH 03301

Ranger Mike Matson

Interim Federal Excess 
Property Manager

Forest Protection Bureau

172 Pembroke Road

Concord NH 03301

603-227-8731 (Office)

603-271-6488 (Fax)



 Videos available on NHForestProtection YouTube Channel

Fire Permit and Online Fire Permits

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6xOrq9Q7D6dO6h5lPZJfxw/videos


2018 Statistics
 151 Towns using the system

 11 Dispatch Centers

 10,564 Permits obtained online

 14,790 Permits entered manually

Online Permit Program

2019 Statistics
 151 Towns using the system

 11 Dispatch Centers

 13,875 Permits obtained online

 15,248 Permits entered manually

2020 Statistics
 190 Towns using the system
 12 Dispatch Centers
 47,479 obtained purchased online
 7,045 Permits entered manually



Online Permit 
Program

Discussion
• Program has proven successful in 

small and large communities
• If your town is not using the 

system, why?
• What would be the impact if the 

permit system is opened up to 
every community for all fires?

• Does your town currently have 
any Ordinance for open burning?

http://www.nhfirepermit.com/


Fire Weather Class Day 
Notification Systems

• Text Message
• Email
• Call-In
• Twitter



Text Messaging and Email System

 The PHPList has the capability of 
managing two separate groups for 
text messaging and email campaigns.

 From the Fire Danger page on our

website, individuals may 

subscribe and unsubscribe to 

the Fire Weather List at their 

convenience or go to the 

subscription page direct: 

http://maillist.nh.gov/list/dncr_fpb/?p=subscribe&id=11

Fire Weather Class Day Notification Systems

http://maillist.nh.gov/list/dncr_fpb/?p=subscribe&id=11


Website

Fire Weather Class Day Notification Systems



Call-In

 Call our Fire Information Line for 
Daily Fire Danger Updates.

 1-866-NH-FIRES (866-643-4737)

Fire Weather Class Day Notification Systems



Agency Twitter Account

 Twitter Account
 Bureau News & Information

 Fire Weather is Tweeted 
out daily

Fire Weather Class Day Notification Systems



Agency Instagram Account

 Instagram Account

 Bureau News & Information

 Fire Weather is posted daily

Fire Weather Class Day Notification Systems



Fire Weather Distribution

 Predicted Fire Danger  
disseminated in the 
morning Monday-Friday.

On Fridays a second 
message will be sent to 
subscribers with the 
predicted class day for 
Saturday and Sunday.

nhfireweather@dncr.nh.gov

Fire Weather Class Day Notification Systems

mailto:nhfireweather@dncr.nh.gov


Changes to Fire Danger Rating Areas

 In the spring of 2021 NH will 
start the migration to the 
NFDRS 2016 software for 
calculating the daily fire 
danger

 One component of the 
change is the development 
and implementation of new 
Fire Danger Rating Areas

https://www.nh.gov/nhdfl/documents/nh-fire-zone.pdf


Changes to Fire Danger Rating Areas

 The new FDRA’s will eventually 
become adopted by the NWS as 
new Fire Forecast Zones

 The FDRA’s move away from 
political boundaries and utilize a 
more scientific, GIS data layer 
approach to fire weather 
classification. 

 Layers utilized include 
topography, temperature, soils, 
fire history, fuel types, frost 
hardiness zones, etc. 

https://www.nh.gov/nhdfl/documents/nh-fdra-town-list.pdf


Changes to Fire Danger Rating Areas

 In the next year, new 
FDRA’s which migrate 
across political 
boundaries will become 
the new Fire Prediction 
Zones with their eventual 
adoption by multiple 
forecast offices with the 
NWS



Changes to Fire Danger Rating Areas
FDRA # 1



Changes to Fire Danger Rating Areas
FDRA # 2

FDRA # 1



Changes to Fire Danger Rating Areas
FDRA # 3



Changes to Fire Danger Rating Areas
FDRA # 4



Changes to Fire Danger Rating Areas
FDRA # 5



Changes to Fire Danger Rating Areas
FDRA # 6



Weather Stations
Meso West Online Data

https://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/mesomap.cgi?state=NH&rawsflag=3

 NH continues to apply 
for grant funding to 
expand our network of 
RAWS weather 
stations.

 NHHSEM awarded a 
grant in 2020 for a new 
station in Warren and 
we are in the process of 
a grant award for a new 
RAWS station in Jaffrey

https://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/mesomap.cgi?state=NH&rawsflag=3


Weather Stations
Meso West Online Data

https://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/mesomap.cgi?state=NH&rawsflag=3



Weather Stations
Meso West Online Data



Fire Restrictions Video

 Video available on the 
NHForestProtection

YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6xOrq9Q7D6dO6h5lPZJfxw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6xOrq9Q7D6dO6h5lPZJfxw/videos


Fire Prevention Activities
2019

 We had a great year 
teaming up with towns, 
organizations and agencies 
across NH to celebrate 
Smokey’s 75th

 We participated in many 
events:
 Farm & Forest Expo

 Governor’s Easter Egg Hunt

 Wild NH Day



Fire Prevention Activities
2019

 …more events:

 Library Programs

 Fisher Cats Game

 Parades

 Visit to the NH Veteran’s 
Home



Fire Prevention Activities

 It was a great day when we hosted the Friends of Smokey 
Bear Hot Air Balloon at Franconia Notch State Park



Fire Prevention Activities
2020

 many events for 2020 had to be canceled

 Farm & Forest Expo

 Governor’s Easter Egg Hunt

 Wild NH Day

 Library Programs

 Fisher Cats Game

 Parades

 Battle of the Badges Baseball Game

As the effects of the pandemic continues, we are looking 
forward to scheduling events later in 2021 as it becomes safe to 

do so under CDC and NH State of Emergency restrictions



2021 Late Winter/spring weather outlook

Eastern area predictive services

https://gacc.nifc.gov/eacc/predictive_services/outlooks/outlooks.htm


U.S. Seasonal Drought outlook

Valid through May 31, 2021



U.S. Drought Monitor

November 24, 2020

https://www.weather.gov/gyx/EMhome


Climate prediction center Seasonal Outlooks
March– June 2020



 Joint training academy with the White Mountain National Forest

 June 2021

 Open to any NH Firefighters

 Contact HQ or your Ranger for more info.

2021                                
Wildland Fire Academy

S-131 - Squad Boss
S-215 – Wildland Urban Interface

S-212 – Wildfire Chainsaw Use
L-280 Followership to Leadership



Training Sessions – Save the Dates

RT-130 and Work Capacity Tests

 We have partnered with the National Wildland 
Fire Learning Portal to develop an online RT-
130, 2 virtual meetings and scheduling for the 
Work Capacity Tests

 Firefighters have received packets with 
instructions

 Work capacity Tests will be limited to smaller 
groups and we will be doing more sessions



Additional Video Resources

 Found on the NHForestProtection youTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6xOrq9Q7D6dO6h5lPZJfxw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6xOrq9Q7D6dO6h5lPZJfxw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6xOrq9Q7D6dO6h5lPZJfxw/videos


Thank You!

NHForestProtection

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6xOrq9Q7D6dO6h5lPZJfxw

