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Dear Principal, Teacher, and/or Language Arts Coordinator, </DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>
We invite your high school to participate in New Hampshire Poetry Out Loud 2010-2011!

This exciting and free program allows New Hampshire’s students to experience the thrill of public speaking and to be part of a growing interest in performing poetry. This national competition and its accompanying curriculum aim to encourage the nation's youth to learn about great poetry through memorization and performance. This dynamic and flexible program helps students master public speaking skills, build self-confidence and learn about their literary heritage. It builds on the current resurgence of the spoken word as an art form, inviting the dynamic aspects of slam poetry, spoken word and theater into the classroom. 
 
How does it work?
New Hampshire Poetry Out Loud 2011 consists of a three-week curriculum, provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, which can be varied to fit a school’s needs. Poetry Out Loud uses a pyramid structure, Beginning at the classroom level, winners advance to a school-wide level, then on to our NH Semi Finals level, then to our NH State Finals level, and ultimately to the National Competition. 

The winner of the NH State competition receives $200 and all-expenses paid trip for the student and one chaperone to participate in the national competition in Washington, DC, in late April, 2011. Additionally his/her school receives $500 for the purchase of poetry books. The individual state runner-up receives $100 with an additional $200 award to his/her school for poetry books. 

NH Poetry Out Loud provides support and materials for teachers as well as two group meetings: an information meeting for schools new to the program on September 13 and the required Teacher Orientation Day on September 22. See attached information sheet for details.
More details about the national Poetry Out Loud program plus many valuable resources may be found at the Poetry Out Loud website at: www.poetryoutloud.org. For information on New Hampshire Poetry Out Loud visit: www.nh.gov/nharts. Look for the link “What’s New”.
We look forward to welcoming your school to this important statewide program!

Sincerely,

· Rodger Martin, New Hampshire Poetry Out Loud 2011 Director, 525-4715, rodgerwriter@myfairpoint.net
· Cynthia Robinson, New Hampshire Poetry Out Loud 2011 Assistant, 253-7967, cynthiarobinson@roadrunner.com
· Catherine O’Brian, Arts in Education Coordinator, NH State Council on Arts, 271-0795, Catherine.R.OBrian@dcr.nh.gov
New Hampshire State Council on the Arts, 2 1/2 Beacon Street, Suite 225, Concord, NH 03301-4447 www.nh.gov/nharts

