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DOVER — A Middleton man previously convicted of abusing animals says the three new animal cruelty charges
against him are “totally false.” Authorities are working to expedite the legal process against him in an attempt to

remove animals he adopted after police discovered two dead dogs on his property in February.

Albert E. Colburn, 79, of 98 Route 153, has been indicted for allegedly starving two of his dogs to death and

emaciating a third, in addition to failing to provide them adequate shelter.

The Class B felony indictments come nine years after the retired Farmington school teacher was convicted of 11
similar counts. Some of Colburn’s 2010 offenses stemmed from the fact that pets were dying of neglect in his care and

that rescuers suspected his pigs resorted to eating the bodies of those dead animals in order to survive.

Colburn denied the new charges during a brief phone interview Thursday, describing them as false while stating he

doesn’t wish to comment further on the case against him.

Middleton police discovered three German pointers on Colburn’s property after responding to an anonymous tip on

a snowy Feb. 21, according to Officer Michael McNeil.

McNeil said he found the dogs were living year-round in wooden, open-roofed, cage-like kennels outside of

Colburn’s home. The dogs never lived inside Colburn’s home, he said.

Police had to shovel their way through deep snow to get to the kennels, after which they found snow was covering

much of the dogs’ fenced in living space.

One of the dogs, named Black Velvet, was found deceased beneath an overhang inside one of the kennels. Another

deceased dog, named Lady, was found “outside in the elements and was pretty frozen,” according to McNeil.
Colburn’s third dog, named Magic Mike, was found alive but underweight.

The dogs’ food and water bowls were found empty, overturned and either partially or entirely covered and filled with

snow on Feb. 21, based on pictures shared by the Middleton Police Department.
According to McNeil, medical evaluations have determined Black Velvet and Lady died due to emaciation.

“The body just didn’t have anything left in it to keep it going,” he said. “The body was eating itself to stay alive.

Definitely it was starvation. Definitely it was neglect, for sure.”

Colburn was legally able to have animals at the time police discovered the dogs. As a part of his 2010 sentence on 11
misdemeanor animal cruelty charges, Colburn was barred from having animals for three years. That restriction
ended in 2013.

Strafford County officials are attempting to move up Colburn’s May 30 indictment arraignment in order to impose a
new temporary animal ownership ban as part of a bail order, according to McNeil. A motion to do so was pending as

of Thursday morning.

McNeil said they’re hoping to obtain the bail order so authorities can remove two German pointers that Colburn
recently adopted and placed in the very same outdoor kennels. McNeil said he is concerned about the well-being of

the new dogs.

“Until that happens,” McNeil said of the bail order, “we will do sporadic checks on the dogs’ well-being, to make sure
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they're fed and have water every day.”

He said he is also concerned about the well-being of birds he found living inside Colburn’s home. Colburn doesn’t
face any animal cruelty charges relative to the birds because they were found “in OK shape,” McNeil said. However,

McNeil said the conditions inside the home make police concerned.

“The inside of the house,” McNeil said, pausing momentarily, “I can’t even fathom. It was so dirty and there were
unsafe living conditions, to the point we had code enforcement come in and intervene... There were dirty (bird)

cages and feces and stuff, and there were human feces all over the floor. It was very unsanitary living conditions.”

Colburn taught in the Farmington school system for 30 years and holds a degree in biology from the University of

New Hampshire, according to Foster’s Daily Democrat’s coverage of Colburn’s 2010 animal cruelty case.

Officials described that case as one of the worse cases of neglect they had ever seen, while Colburn denied neglecting

the animals.

Police, veterinarians, animal rights officials and others testified during Colburn’s 2010 trial that dogs, birds, pigs,
llamas and horses had to be removed from Colburn’s property due to their health and poor living conditions. The
officials also described finding skeletal remains and decomposing animal corpses across the property during visits
they made on March 23 and 24 that year, as well as finding that at least one animal that was alive on March 23 had
died by the time officials returned on March 24.

Police and firefighters were originally called to Colburn’s property in 2010 to assist with moving a horse that was

stuck in the mud. Witnesses said the mud was actually a knee-deep mixture of mud and feces.

Colburn faces between 3% to 7 years in state prison for each of the new animal cruelty charges against him if

convicted.

An indictment is not an indication of guilt; rather, it means a jury found sufficient evidence to warrant a trial.
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